
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1949  SEASON

In  the  first  weekly  poll  of  the  1949  season,  Michigan  was  ranked  #1  receiving  34  of  80  first  place  votes.
Notre  Dame,  ranked  #2,  received  15  votes  and  #3  ranked  Oklahoma  received  17  votes.  All  three  teams
were  2-0-0.  In  their  third  game,  the  Wolverines  at  home  lost  to  seventh  ranked  Army  (2-0-0)  and
dropped  to  #7  while  at  unranked  Purdue  (0-2-0),  Notre  Dame  was  winning  35-12  and  became  #1.

The  Irish  would  remain  #1  for  the  next  nine  polls  and  win  their  fourth  National  Championship  under
Coach  Frank  Leahy,  the  last  three  accomplished  in  four  years.  In  the  process,  Notre  Dame  would  extend
their  unbeaten  streak  to  38  games  with  two  ties.   They  did  not  lose  a  game  for  the  1946  through  1949
seasons.   The  1949  season  was  highlighted  with  a  46-7  win  at  home  over  fourth  ranked  Tulane  (3-0-0),
a  34-21  win  at  tenth  ranked  Michigan  State  (5-1-0)  and  a  32-0  win  at  home  over  seventeenth  ranked
Southern  California  (5-2-1)  resulting  in  a  9-0-0  record.  In  the  Final  Poll,  the  Irish  received  172  first  place
votes  of  208  votes  cast.   #2  Oklahoma  received  18,  #4  Army  got  12,  #10  Pacific  had  4  and  #13  Villanova
received  2,  indicating  the  partiality  of  some  voters.   In  the  week  following  the  Final  Poll,  Notre  Dame
had  one  game  left  on  their  regular  season  schedule  and  they  were  challenged  by  unranked  Southern
Methodist  (5-3-1)  at  Dallas  but  remained  unbeaten  with  a  27-20  victory.

In  the  postseason,  #2  Oklahoma  (10-0-0)  won  35-0  over  #9  Louisiana  State  (8-2-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,
#3  California  (10-0-0)  lost  17-14  to   #6  Ohio State  (6-1-2)  in  the  Rose  Bowl,  #5  Rice  (9-1-0)  beat  #16
North  Carolina  (7-3-0)  27-13  in  the  Cotton  Bowl,  #11  Kentucky  (9-2-0)  lost  21-13  to  #15  Santa  Clara
(7-2-1)  in  the  Orange  Bowl  and  #14  Maryland  (8-1-0)  won  20-7  over  #20  Missouri  (7-3-0)  in  the  Gator
Bowl.

The  Heisman  Trophy  winner  was  senior  end  Leon  Hart  of  Notre  Dame,  only  the  second  lineman  since
Larry  Kelley  in  1936  to  win  the  coveted  trophy.   Charlie  Justice  of  North  Carolina  was  again  second
and  1948  winner  Doak  Walker  was  third,  both  senior  running  backs.  Army  senior  Arnold  Galiffa  was
fourth  and  Notre  Dame  junior  Bob  Williams  was  fifth,  both  quartebacks.

1949  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER
TOTAL FPO 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29

NOTRE  DAME 10-0-0 2-0-0 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
OKLAHOMA 11-0-0 3-0-0 3 3 4 3 3 3 2 3 2
CALIFORNIA 10-1-0 1-1-0 10 9 5 4 4 2 3 2 3
ARMY  9-0-0 1-0-0 7 2 2 2 2 4 4 4 4
RICE 10-1-0 2-1-0 NR NR 9 5 8 7 6 7 5

OHIO  STATE  7-1-2 2-1-1 11 11 NR 18 11 11 7 5 6
MICHIGAN  6-2-1 2-1-1 1 7 12 6 5 5 5 6 7
MINNESOTA  7-2-0 1-1-0 5 5 NR 7 NR 9 8 8 8
LOUISIANA  STATE  8-3-0 2-2-0 NR NR NR 17 17 16 13 13 9
PACIFIC 11-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 19 NR 11 10

KENTUCKY  9-3-0 1-2-0 15 8 7 14 13 14 11 20t 11
CORNELL 8-1-0 1-0-0 17 14 8 8 7 6 17 20t 12
VILLANOVA 8-1-0 0-0-0 16 17 NR NR NR NR NR 16 13
MARYLAND  9-1-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 15 14
SANTA  CLARA  8-2-1 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR 20 19t 14 15

NORTH  CAROLINA  7-4-0 0-4-0 6 6 6 13 NR NR NR 19 16
TENNESSEE  7-2-1 2-0-0 NR NR NR NR 14 NR NR 18 17
PRINCETON  6-3-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18
MICHIGAN  STATE  6-3-0 1-2-0 13 19 15 12 10 8 18 NR 19
MISSOURI  7-4-0 0-3-0 20t NR 18 16 NR NR NR NR 20t
BAYLOR  8-2-0 0-1-0 NR 20 11 10 6 NR 15 9 20t

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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