SUMMARY OF THE 1977 SEASON

Oklahoma, for a record fifth time, was the preseason #1 but dropped to fifth when, at home, they nipped
unranked Vanderbilt 25-23, the opener for both teams. #2 Michigan became #1 and won 21-9 over unranked
Duke (0-1-0) but dropped to third after a 14-7 win over unranked Navy (2-0-0), both games at home. The
Sooners were back on top but dropped to second after a 24-9 win at home over unranked Kansas (1-2-0).

Southern California, after a 41-7 home win over unranked Washington State (2-1-0), held #1 for one week
as they lost 21-20 at home to #7 Alabama (3-1-0) and dropped to sixth. Michigan returned to the #1 spot
and won 56-0 at home over #14 Wisconsin (5-0-0) but then lost 16-0 at unranked Minnesota (4-2-0) and
dropped to sixth. At 6-0-0, Texas became the fourth team to be #1 and the first time since 1970. Their
next game was a 26-0 home win over #14 Texas Tech (5-1-0) and followed with wins of 35-21 at Houston
(4-3-0), 44-14 over Texas Christian (2-5-0) and 29-7 over Baylor (4-5-0), both at home and all unranked.

The Longhorns ended the regular season with a 11-0-0 record after a 57-28 win at #12 Texas A&M (7-2-0)
and awaited a Cotton Bowl game with #5 Notre Dame (10-1-0) whose only loss was a 20-13 defeat at
unranked Mississippi. As they did in the 1970 season, the Irish denied Texas a national championship,
this time with a 38-10 win. With #2 Oklahoma losing 31-6 to #6 Arkansas in the Orange Bow!/ and #4
Michigan losing 27-20 to #13 Washington in the Rose Bowl, the Irish vaulted to #1 and their seventh AP
National Championship and first under Coach Dan Devine who became the fifth coach to have two #1
teams, getting Missouri to #1 in 1960. #3 Alabama, with a 35-6 win over #9 Ohio State in the Sugar Bow/
was runnerup to Notre Dame who had 37 1/3 first place votes compared to 19 1/3 for the Tide, 5 1/3 for
for #3 Arkansas and 2 first place voles for #4 Texas. Penn State, a 42-30 winnner over Arizona Stale

in the Fiesta Bowl, completed the top five, all with 171-1-0 records, in the Final Poll.

Running back Earl Campbell of Texas won the Heisman Trophy. Terry Miller, running back from Oklahoma
State was second and tight end Ken MacAfee of Notre Dame was third. Doug Williams, quarterback from
I-AA Grambling was fourth and defensive end Ross Browner of Notre Dame was fifth in the voting. All
five players were seniors.

1977 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER JAN
TOTAL | FPO | PS |13 ] 20 27 | 4 |11 18] 25| 1 | 8 |15 22] 29 | 4

NOTRE DAME 1110 400| 3 3 11 14 11 11 11 5 5 5 6 5 5 1
ALABAMA 1110 210| 6 4 10 10 7t 4 3 2 2 2 2 2 3 2
ARKANSAS 1110 110 |NR NR 16 12 7t 8 9 8 8 8 8 6 6 3
TEXAS 1110 210|NR 18 9 8 5 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 4
PENN STATE 1110 210|13 10 5 4 10 10 10 9 9 9 9 O 8 5
KENTUCKY 101-0 200 [NR NR NR NR 16 12 8 7 7 7 7 7 17 6
OKLAHOMA 020 220|1 5 3 1 2 7 6 4 3 3 3 3 2 7
PITT 921 120| 7 16 NR 16 15 17 14 13 12 10 10 10 10 8
MICHIGAN 020 110 2 1 1 3 3 1 1 6 6 6 5 4 4 09
WASHINGTON 840 300 |NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 14 13 10
OHIO STATE 930 030]5 6 4 6 4 5 4 3 4 4 4 8 9 11
NEBRASKA 930 21015 NR 14 11 9 9O 18 12 11 12 11 11 12 12
SOUTHERN CAL 840 130 4 2 2 2 1 6 5 10 16 14 NR NR 20 13
FLORIDA STATE 1020 01-0 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 15 16 13 20 19 14
STANFORD 930 020 |NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 15
SAN DIEGO STATE 101-0 1-0-0 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 16 16
NORTH CAROLINA 831 021 |NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 18 15 14 17
ARIZONA STATE 930 110 |17t NR NR 20 NR NR NR NR 19t 17 12 19 15 18
CLEMSON 831 021 |NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 16 13 15 15 13 11 19
BRIGHAM YOUNG 920 010 |NR 20 20 15 13 NR 17 17 14 13 17 18 17t 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bowl! games
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