SUMMARY OF THE 1952 SEASON

Michigan State was the preseason #1, edging #2 Maryland with 1,720 points to 1,696. The Spartans
received 77 first place votes while #2 Maryland had 79. Michigan State would relinquish their #1 spot
in the second regular season poll after a narrow 17-14 win over unranked Oregon State (1-0-0) at
Portland and dropped to second. Wisconsin jumped from a #8 ranking to the top after a 20-6 win at
home over #2 lllinois (1-0-0). It was the first ever #1 ranking for the Badgers. Their stay would be
brief, however, as they then lost 23-14 at unranked Ohio State (1-1-0) and dropped to tenth.

Michigan State regained the #1 spot after a 48-6 home win over unranked Texas A&M (2-1-0) and
would remain #1 including the Final Poll, winning their first AP National Championship. While udefeated
and achieving a 9-0-0 record, the Spartans won 34-7 at home over #17 Penn State (4-0-1), 14-7 at

#8 Purdue (3-1-1) and at home, won 21-3 over sixth ranked Notre Dame (5-1-1). Clarence "Biggie"
Munn was the head coach of the Spartans and, when ranked #1 in his career, had eleven wins
without a defeat. Michigan State joined the Big Ten Conference in 1950 but did not start playing a

a conference schedule until 1953 and was not eligible for the Rose Bowl. In the Final Poll, the
Spartans had 207 first place votes while Georgia Tech had just 36.

In postseason games, second ranked Georgia Tech (11-0-0) defeated seventh ranked Mississippi (8-0-2)
24-7 in the Sugar Bowil, fifth ranked Southern California (9-1-0) won 7-0 over eleventh ranked Wisconsin
(6-2-1) in the Rose Bowl, eighth ranked Tennessee (8-1-1) lost 16-0 to tenth ranked Texas (8-2-0) in
the Cotton Bowl, ninth ranked Alabama won 61-6 over fourteenth ranked Syracuse (7-2-0) in the
Orange Bow/ and twelfth ranked Tulsa lost 14-13 to fifteenth ranked Florida (6-3-0) in the Gator Bowl.

The Heisman Trophy winner was senior running back Billy Vessels of Oklahoma with Jack Scarbath,
senior quarterback of Maryland, second. Junior running back Paul Giel of Minnesota was third, senior
linebacker Donn Moomaw of UCLA was fourth and junior running back Johnny Lattner of Notre Dame
was fifth.

1952 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL
COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL | FPO | PS | 30 | 7 [ 14 | 21 | 28 | 4 [ 11 | 18 | 25 | 2

MICHIGAN STATE 900 300 | 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 _ 1
GEORGIA TECH 1200 300 | 3 3 5 4 5 4 3 2 2 3 2
NOTRE DAME 721 410 | 10 19 8 NR 16 13 10 6 9 7 3
OKLAHOMA 811 110 | 4 20 12 6 3 3 4 8 5 4 4
SOUTHERN CAL 1010 210 | 16 7 7 7 7 & 6 65 4 2 5
UCLA 810 110 |18 14 11 10 8 7 5 4 3 5 6
MISSISSIPPI 812 111 |[NR 18 NR NR NR NR 14 11 6 6 7
TENNESSEE 821 221 | 6 11 NR NR 13 12 8 7 7 9 8
ALABAMA 1020 220 | NR NR 18 18 NR 19 16 12 14 8 9
TEXAS 920 120 | 11 NR NR NR 20 14 13 9 10 10 10
WISCONSIN 631 030 | 7 8 1 12 10 18 18 15 13 12 11
TULSA 821 010 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 11 11 12
MARYLAND 720 020 | 2 3 4 2 2 2 2 3 8 15 13
SYRACUSE 730 020 | NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 13 15 16 14
FLORIDA 830 220 |NR NR NR NR NR 20 17 18 NR 17 15
DUKE 820 100 |19 10 6 5 6 6 12 NR 20 13 16
OHIO STATE 630 110 | 20 15 NR 16 14 NR NR NR NR NR 17
PURDUE 432 120 |[NR NR 16 9 NR 8 9 10 NR 14 18
PRINCETON 810 000 | 14 14 10 NR NR NR 19 16 17 18 19
KENTUCKY 542 012 | NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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