
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1978  SEASON

For  the  second  time,  Alabama  was  the  preseason  #1,  the  first  being 1966.   The  Tide  opened  their  season
win  a  20-3  win  over  #10  Nebraska,  the  opener  for  both  teams  and  the  game  played  at  Birmingham.  They
next  won  38-20  at  #11  Missouri  (1-0-0)  but  back  home  at  Birmingham,  they  lost  24-14  to  #7  Southern  Cal
(2-0-0)  and  dropped  to  seventh.

Oklahoma,  previously  #3,  took  over  the  top  spot  after  a  66-7  whipping  of  unranked  Rice  (0-2-0)  at  Norman.
At  home,  the  Sooners  won  45-23  over  #14  Missouri  (2-1-0)  and  followed  with  a  31-10  victory  over  #6  Texas
in  the  annual  game  at  Dallas.  Next  were  away  game  wins  of  17-16  over  Kansas  (1-4-0)  and  34-6  over  Iowa
State  (4-2-0)  followed  by  a  56-19  home  win  over  Kansas  State  (2-5-0)  and  a  28-7  win  at  Colorado  (6-2-0),
all  opponents  unranked.   Oklahoma  traveled  to  rival  #4  Nebraska  (8-1-0)  and  came  away  with  a  17-14  loss,
dropping  them  to  fourth.

At  10-0-0,  Penn  State,  who  had  been  #2  four  straight  weeks,  became  #1  for  the  first  time  ever.   They  were
idle  for  a  week  before  completing  their  regular  season  with  a  17-10  home  win  over  #15  Pittsburgh  (8-2-0).
In  the  Sugar  Bowl,  the  ideal  matchup  with  #2  Alabama  was  arranged.  Alabama  was  a  14-7  winner,  claiming
the  AP  National  Championship  for  the  fourth  time  under  Coach  Paul  "Bear"  Bryant.   Alabama  was  not  a
unanimous  choice,  however,  as  the  UPI  Coaches Poll  selected  Southern  California  as  the  national  champion,
and  with  some  justification  as  Alabama's  only  loss  was  to  the  Trojans,  who  were  17-10  victors  over
Michigan  in  the  Rose  Bowl  and  had  a  6-0-0  record  against  the  AP  Final  Poll  opponents.   Oklahoma  finished
#3  with  their  31-24  win over  Nebraska  in  the  Orange  Bowl,  atoning  for  their  regular  season  loss  to  the
Cornhuskers.   Clemson,  a  17-15  winner  over  Ohio  State  in  the  Gator  Bowl,  finished  #6  and  Notre  Dame,
led  by  quarterback  Joe  Montana,  finished  #7  with  their  comeback  35-34  Cotton  Bowl  win  over  Houston.

Running  back  Billy  Sims  of  Oklahoma  became  the  sixth  junior  to  win  the  Heisman  Trophy.   Penn  State's
Chuck  Fusina  was  second  and  Michigan's  Rick  Leach  was  third,  both  senior  quarterbacks.   USC  junior
Charles  White  was  fourth  and  LSU  senior  Charles  Alexander  was  fifth,  both  running  backs.  No  Alabama
player  finished  in  the  Top  Ten  of  the  Heisman  voting.

1978  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 4

ALABAMA 11-1-0 3-1-0 1 1 1 7 8 7 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 1
SOUTHERN CAL 12-1-0 6-0-0 9 8 7 3 2 2 7 6 6 5 5 3 3 3 2
OKLAHOMA 11-1-0 4-1-0 4 3 3t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 4 4 3
PENN  STATE 11-1-0 2-1-0 3 5 3t 5 5 3t 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 4
MICHIGAN 10-2-0 2-2-0 6 4 5 4 3 5 9 8 8 7 7 6 5 5 5

CLEMSON 11-1-0 2-1-0 18 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 16 15 12 10 7 7 6
NOTRE  DAME  9-3-0 3-3-0 5 15 14 NR NR NR 20 19 15 14 10 8 10 10 7
NEBRASKA  9-3-0 1-3-0 10 12 12 12 10 8 5 4 4 4 2 7 6 6 8
TEXAS  9-3-0 3-2-0 8 7 6 6 6 12 8 7 7 6 9 9 14 14 9
HOUSTON  9-3-0 3-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 17 11 11 10 8 6 5 9 9 10

ARKANSAS  9-2-1 1-2-1 2 2 2 2 4 3t 3 9 17 16 13 11 8 8 11
MICHIGAN  STATE  8-3-0 1-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 17 16 14 12 12 12
PURDUE  9-2-1 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 17 14 12 15 18 17 17 13
UCLA  8-3-1 1-1-1 12 9 8 18 16 14 10 10 9 9 14 17 15 15 14
MISSOURI  8-4-0 2-2-0 NR 11 17 14 NR 19 13 13 NR NR NR 19 18 18 15

GEORGIA  9-2-1 1-1-0 NR NR NR 19 NR NR 18 16 13 11 8 12 11 11 16
STANFORD  8-4-0 1-3-0 NR NR NR 20 17 18 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17
NO CAROLINA  STATE  9-3-0 0-3-0 NR NR NR NR 20 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18
TEXAS  A&M  8-4-0 0-3-0 16 10 9 8 7 6 12 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
MARYLAND  9-3-0 1-3-0 NR 20 18 15 12 10 6 5 5 13 11 13 13 13 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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