SUMMARY OF THE 1979 SEASON

Southern California, for the third time, was the preseason #1. In the opener for both teams, the Trojans
won 21-7 at Texas Tech and followed with wins of 42-5 at Oregon State (0-1-0), 48-14 at home over
Minnesota (1-1-0), all unranked. At 3-0-0, USC won 17-12 at #20 Louisiana State (2-0-0) and at home 50-21
over unranked Washington State (1-3-0). However, unranked Stanford (3-2-0) tied 21-21 at USC, dropping
the Trojans to fourth. This ended a six week stretch where the top three places were unchanged.

After holding at #2 since the preseason poll, Alabama rose to #1 with a 5-0-0 record. Three of the wins
were shutouts and they had outscored their opponents 219-9, all of whom were unranked. Their sixth
opponent at Birmingham was #18 Tennessee (4-1-0) and the Tide won 27-17. Next followed home wins (at
Tuscaloosa) of 31-7 over Virginia Tech (4-3-0) and 24-7 over Mississippi State (3-4-0), both unranked. The
Tide then traveled to unranked Louisiana State (5-3-0) for a night game and were happy to come away
with a narrow 3-0 win. A 30-0 shutout of Miami-Fla (4-4-0) at home and an idle week preceded the regular
season finale at Birmingham with in-state rival and #14 ranked Auburn (8-2-0). Alabama was a 25-18 victor
but dropped to second by a scant 2 points though they had more first place votes (29 vs 16) than idle
Obhio State who had completed their season a week earlier with an 18-15 win at #13 Michigan (8-2-0).

The 11-0-0 Buckeyes faced preseason #1 USC in the Rose Bowl and were denied a possible championship
when they suffered a disappointing 17-16 loss and finished #4 in the Final Poll. In the Sugar Bowil,
Alabama had a convincing 24-9 win over #6 Arkansas and repeated as AP National Champions, their fifth
under Coach Paul "Bear” Bryant. USC finished #2, the tie with Stanford being the only blemish on their
season. Oklahoma was #3 with their 24-7 win over Florida State in the Orange Bow/ and Houston
completed the top five with their 17-14 Cotton Bowl win over Nebraska.

Senior running back Charles White of USC won the Heisman Trophy. 1978 winner Billy Sims of Oklahoma
was runnerup. Senior quarterback Marc Wilson of Brigham Young was third and sophomore Art Schlicter
of Ohio State was fourth. Senior running back Vagas Ferguson of Notre Dame was fifth and Alabama
senjor quarterback Steadman Shealy was tenth in the voting.

1979 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL
COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER _ |DEC|JAN
TOTAL | FPO |PS|11]18[25| 2 | 9 [16]23[30| 6 [13][20] 27| 4 | 3

ALABAMA 1200 300 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1
SOUTHERN CAL 1101 2001 1 1 1 1 1 4 3 3 4 4 4 2 3 2
OKLAHOMA 1110 210|838 8 3 3 3 3 8 7 7 6 7 8 5 5 3
OHIO STATE 1110 21-0|NR 15 16 14 8 8 6 4 5 3 2 2 3 1 4
HOUSTON 1110 31016 13 10 8 6 7 5 6 4 65 9 9 10 8 5
FLORIDA STATE 1110 01-0]19 18 14 12 9 9 7 8 6 7 5 5 4 4 6
PITTSBURGH 11-1-0 310 | 17 16 18 NR NR NR 17 12 12 12 11 11 11 10 7
ARKANSAS 1020 22020 17 15 13 13 13 10 4 9 9 8 7 8 6 8
NEBRASKA 020 120| 8 8 7 8 5 5 3 2 2 2 3 8 7 7 9
PURDUE 1020 200 6 5 17 10 12 20 16 16 15 14 12 12 12 12 10
WASHINGTON 930 120]15 14 12 9 7 6 12 20 16 15 16 14t 13 13 11
TEXAS 930 320|4 4 4 4 4 4 2 9 8 8 6 6 6 11 12
BRIGHAM YOUNG 1110 0-1-0 |[NR NR NR NR 20 16 13 11 11 11 10 10 9 9 13
BAYLOR 84-0 040 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 20t 17 20 19 14
NORTH CAROLINA 831 200 NR NR NR NR 18 14 19 15 18 NR NR NR NR NR 15
AUBURN 830 010 NR NR NR NR NR 18 14 13 20 16 15 14t 14 17 16
TEMPLE 10-2-0 0-2-0 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 NR NR 20 17
MICHIGAN 840 130| 7 6 11 11 11 11 11 10 10 10 13 16 15 14 18
INDIANA 840 1-3-0 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
PENN STATE 840 1205 7 6 18 NR NR NR NR 19 NR NR 20 19 NR 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bowl games
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