
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1958  SEASON

Ohio  State  was  the  preseason  #1  but  dropped  to  third  after  a  23-20  home  win  over  twentieth  ranked
Southern  Methodist  in  the  season  opener  for  both  teams.   Second  ranked  Oklahoma  took  over  the
top  spot  with  a  47-14  home  win  over  thirteenth  ranked  West  Virginia  (1-0-0).   After  a  6-0  home  win  over
unranked  Oregon  (1-0-0),  the  Sooners  switched  places  with  #2  Auburn  who  won  30-8  at  home  over
unranked  Chattanooga.   The  Tigers  dropped  to  second  the  next  week  after  an  8-0  win  at  unranked
Kentucky  (2-1-0)  and  3-0-0  Army  took  the  top  spot  with  a  14-2  win  at  #4  Notre  Dame  (2-0-0).  The  Black
Knights  then  won  35-6  at  home  over  unranked  Virginia  (1-3-0)  but  were  tied  14-14  at  unranked
Pittsburgh  (4-1-0)  and  dropped  to  third.

Louisiana  State,  now  6-0-0  and  not  ranked  in  the  preseason  poll,  climbed  their  way  to  the  #1  spot  with
a  10-7  win  over  unranked  Florida  (2-1-1)  and  promptly  won  14-0  over  #6  Mississippi  (6-0-0),  both  games
at  home.   LSU  completed  their  regular  season  with  a  50-18  home  win  over  Duke  (3-4-0),  a  close  7-6  win
over  Mississippi  State  (3-4-0)  at  Jackson  and  a  62-0  romp  at  Tulane  (3-6-0),  all  unranked.   In  the  Final
Poll,  LSU  had  130  first  place  votes  and  1,904  points  to  17  fpv  and  1,459  points  for  #2  Iowa.  LSU  stayed
undefeated  with  a  7-0  win  over  twelfth  ranked  Clemson  (8-2-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl  and  maintained  their
claim  to  the  AP  National  Championship,  the  first  for  them  and  coach  Paul  Dietzel.

In  other  postseason  games, #2  Iowa  (7-1-1)  won  38-12  over  #16  California  (7-3-0)  in  the  Rose  Bowl,  #5
Oklahoma  (9-1-0)  won  21-6  over  #9  Syracuse  (8-1-0) in  the  Orange  Bowl,  #6  Air  Force  (9-0-1)  and  #10
Texas  Christian  (8-2-0)  played  to  a  scoreless  tie  in  the  Cotton  Bowl  and  #11  Mississippi  (8-2-0)  won
7-3  over  #14  Florida  (6-3-1)  in  the  Gator  Bowl.

Senior  running  back  Pete  Dawkins  was  the  Heisman  Trophy  winner,  joining  Felix  "Doc"  Blanchard  and
Glenn  Davis  who  also  won  the  coveted  award.   All  played  for  Army  and  coach  Earl  "Red"  Blaik  who
would  retire  after  the  1958  season  with  a  stellar  record  at  Dartmouth  and  Army,  166-48-14,  for  a  0.759
winning  percentage.  Senior  quarterback  Randy  Duncan  of  Iowa  was  second.  Billy  Cannon  of  LSU  was
third  and  Ohio  State's  Bob  White  was  fourth,  both  junior  running  backs.  Senior  quarterback  Joe  Kapp
of  California  was  fifth.

1958  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL FPO PS 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2

LOUISIANA  STATE 11-0-0 3-0-0 NR 15 13 11 9 3 1 1 1 1 1 1
IOWA  8-1-1 4-1-1 13 NR 8 17 13 7 2 2 2 6 4 2
ARMY 8-0-1 2-0-0 NR 8 5 3 1 1 3 3 3 3 5 3
AUBURN 9-0-1 1-0-0 5 3 2 1 2 5 4 5 4 2 2 4
OKLAHOMA 10-1-0 2-0-0 2 2 1 2 11 9 7 6 6 4 3 5

AIR FORCE  9-0-2 1-0-2 NR NR NR NR NR 14 13 10 10 9 8 6
WISCONSIN  7-1-1 1-1-1 14 14 9 6 4 13 8 7 5 5 6 7
OHIO  STATE 6-1-2 2-0-2 1 1 3 5 3 2 5 16 16 11 9 8
SYRACUSE  8-2-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 12 12 10 10 9
TEXAS  CHRISTIAN  8-2-1 0-2-1 8 6 NR NR 20 1 18 11 9 7 7 10

MISSISSIPPI  9-2-0 1-1-0 6 9 6 7 8 6 6 9 7 13 13 11
CLEMSON  8-3-0 0-2-0 18 NR 10 8 10 10 19 17 NR 16 12 12
PURDUE  6-1-2 1-1-1 NR NR 14 13 NR 15 10 8 8 8 11 13
FLORIDA  6-4-1 0-3-0 NR 18t NR NR 18 NR NR 19 18 12 14 14
SOUTH CAROLINA  7-3-0 1-1-0 NR 18t NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 15

CALIFORNIA  7-4-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 17 16
NOTRE  DAME  6-4-0 1-3-0 3 5 7 4 12 NR NR 14 NR NR 18 17
SO METHODIST  6-4-0 1-2-0 17 20 17t 18 16 NR NR 20 15 NR NR 18
OKLAHOMA STATE  8-3-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
RUTGERS 8-1-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 18 19 NR 20 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games

SIV-23


