SUMMARY OF THE 1951 SEASON

The preseason #1 for the 1951 season was Tennessee, and although they would not remain #1 for
every poll, they did become the AP National Champion. They would drop to third in the first regular
season poll after a 14-0 home win over unranked Mississippi State (1-0-0). Michigan State gained their
first ever #1 spot after a 6-0 home win over Oregon State and 25-0 at #17 Michigan (0-0-0). They
improved to 3-0-0 with a 24-20 win at seventh ranked Obio State (1-0-0) but dropped to third after an
unimpressive 20-14 home win over unranked Marquette (1-1-1). California, who had been #2, moved to
#1 but immediately lost 21-14 at home to eleventh ranked Southern California (4-0-0) and dropped to
ninth. Head Coach Lynn "Pappy” Waldorf of California became the second coach to have two different
teams ranked #1, having achieved #1 rankings in 1936 with Northwestern.

Tennessee regained the #1 spot for three weeks before Michigan State had a one week stay. The
Spartans squeaked by 30-26 at unranked Indiana (2-5-0) and dropped to second. Tennessee, now
8-0-0 and #1, easily won 28-0 at seventh ranked Kentucky (7-3-0) and ended their regular sesaon at
home with a 35-27 win over unranked Vanderbilt (6-4-0). In the Final Poll, the Volunteers received 139
first place votes compared to 104 for #2 Michigan State. In the Sugar Bowl, Tennessee lost 28-13 to
#3 Maryland (9-0-0) tarnishing their and Coach Bob Neyland's first AP National Championship. It would
take another fourteen years, in the 1965 season, before the Final Poll was taken after the bow/ games
to determine the college football AP National Champion.

In other postseason games, #4 lllinois (8-0-1) won 40-7 over #7 Stanford (9-1-0) in the Rose Bowi,
#5 Georgia Tech (10-0-1) won 17-14 over #9 Baylor (8-1-1) in the Orange Bowl and #11 Texas Christian
(6-4-0) lost 20-7 to #15 Kentucky (7-4-0) in the Cotton Bowil.

The Heisman Trophy winner was Princeton’'s Dick Kazmaier with Hank Lauricella of Tennessee second,

both running backs. Kentucky's quarterback Vito "Babe"” Parilli finished third, Stanford end Bill McColl
was fourth and Drake running back Johnny Bright was fifth. All five were seniors.

1951 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC

TOTAL | FPO | PS| 2 | 9 [ 16 | 23 [ 30 | 6 [ 13 | 20 | 27 | 4

TENNESSEE 010 110 | 1 3 3 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 _ 1
MICHIGAN STATE 900 000 | 2 1 1 3 2 2 5 1 2 2 2
MARYLAND 1000 100 | 16 ©9 10 7 &5 4 3 &5 4 3 3
ILLINOIS 9041 300 |10 8 7 8 4 3 2 3 6 4 4
GEORGIA TECH 11041 200 |[NR 11 6 &5 8 & 8 7 7 6 5
PRINCETON 900 000 |18 14 13 ©9 8 6 4 6 5 5 6
STANFORD 920 220 | NR NR 19 13 11 11 7 4 3 8 7
WISCONSIN 711 010 | 15 NR NR NR 14 10 © 8 8 7 8
BAYLOR 821 020 | 13 NR 12 10 7 8 16 10 10 9 9
OKLAHOMA 820 000 | 4 4 11 19 NR 17 14 12 12 10 10
TEXAS CHRISTIAN 650 110 [NR NR NR NR NR NR 13 13 NR 11 11
CALIFORNIA 820 210 | 5 2 2 1 9 9 17t 16 19 12 12
VIRGINIA 810 000 | NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 15 13 13
SAN FRANCISCO 900 000 | NR NR NR NR 20 20 15 14 13 14 14
KENTUCKY 840 120 | 6 17 NR NR 17 14 12 9 9 17 15
BOSTON UNIVERSITY 640 000 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16
UCLA 531 120 | NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 NR 15 17
WASHINGTON STATE 730 020 | NR NR NR NR 18 16 17t 17 17 18 18
HOLY CROSS 820 000 |[NR NR 15 NR NR NR NR NR 16 19 19
CLEMSON 730 000 | NR 18 16 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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