
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1962  SEASON

The  format  of  ranking  only  the  Top  Ten  teams  continued  and  would  include  the  Final  Poll  as  well.   This
format  would  continue  through  the  1967  season.

The  Ohio  State  Buckeyes  were  an  overwhelming  choice  as  preseason  #1  with  41  first  place  votes  and
no  other  team  receiving  more  than  3  fpv.  While  waiting  to  start  the  season,  they  switched  places  with
#2  Alabama  after  the  Tide  easily  won  their  opener  35-0  over  unranked Georgia  (0-0-0)  at  Birmingham.
They  switched  places  again  after  Ohio  State  won  41-7  at  home  over  unranked  North  Carolina  (0-1-0)
as  the Tide  was  winning  44-6  at  unranked  Tulane  (0-1-0).   Ohio  State  then  lost  9-7  at  unranked  UCLA
and  dropped  to  #10.  The  Buckeyes  would  lose  twice  more  and  finish  out  of  the  Top  Ten  with  a  6-3-0
record.   The  Tide  regained  #1  for  one  week  but  dropped  to  #2  after  a  14-3  home  win  over  unranked
Houston  (2-1-0).   Texas  claimed  the  #1  spot  for  two  weeks  before  being  tied  14-14  at  unranked  Rice
(0-3-1)  and  dropped  to  #5.  After  a  one  week  stay  at  #1  for  Alabama,  Northwestern  jumped  from  #3  to
#1  with  a  35-6  home  win  over  unranked  Notre  Dame  (1-3-0).  It  was  the  Wildcats  first  #1  since  1936  and
lasted  just  two  weeks  as  they  lost  37-6  at  #8  Wisconsin  (5-1-0)  and  dropped  to  #9.  Northwestern  would
lose  again  and  finish  with  a  7-2-0  record  but  not  ranked  in  the  Final  Poll.   Alabama  reappeared  as  #1
for  the  third  time  but  promptly  lost  7-6  at  unranked  Georgia  Tech  (5-2-1)  and  dropped  to  sixth.

Southern  California,  8-0-0  and  not  ranked  in  the  Top  Ten  in  the  preseason  poll,  emerged  as  the  fifth
and  last  #1  for  1962  and  their  first  top  spot  since  1939.   The  Trojans  completed  the  regular  season  with
a  14-3  win  at  UCLA  (3-4-0)  and  a  25-0  win  at  home  against  Notre  Dame  (5-4-0),  both  unranked.   In  the
Rose  Bowl,  they  outlasted  #2  Wisconsin  (8-1-0)  42-37  to  complete  the  season  at  11-0-0  and  win  for
themselves  and  Coach  John  McKay  their  first  AP  National  Championship.

In  other  postseason  games, #3  Mississippi  (9-0-0)  won  17-13  over  #6  Arkansas  (9-1-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,  
#4  Texas  (9-0-1)  lost  13-0  to  #7  Louisiana  State  (8-1-1)  in  the  Cotton  Bowl  and  #5  Alabama  (9-1-0)  won
17-0  over  #8  Oklahoma  (8-2-0)  in  the  Orange  Bowl.

Quarterback  Terry  Baker  of  Oregon  State  was  the  Heisman  Trophy  winner.  Running  back  Jerry  Stovall
of  Louisiana  State  finished  second  and  lineman  Bob  Bell  of  Minnesota  was  third.  Linebacker  Lee  Roy
Jordan  of  Alabama  was  fourth  and  Miami-Fla  quarterback  George  Mira  was  fifth.  All  were  seniors  except
junior  Mira.   Not  one  player  from  the  National  Champion  Trojans  finished  in  the  Top  Ten  vote  getters.
This  had  occurred  only  once  previously,  in  1959 , when  no  Syracuse  player  finished  in  the  top  ten.

Because  of  the  new  format  ranking  only  the  Top  Ten  colleges,  just  3  teams  were  ranked  in  every  poll
of  the  season.

1962  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL FPO PS 25 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 4

SOUTHERN CAL 11-0-0 1-0-0 NR 9 6 4 3 4 3 2 2 1 1 1
WISCONSIN  8-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 10 5 NR 8 4 3 2 2
MISSISSIPPI 10-0-0 2-0-0 6 7 7 5 5 7 6 4 3 2 3 3
TEXAS  9-1-1 2-1-0 2 3 3 2 1 1 5 5 5 4 4 4
ALABAMA 10-1-0 1-0-0 3 1 2 1 2 2 2 3 1 6 5 5

ARKANSAS  9-2-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR 8 7 9 8 6 7 7 6 6
LOUISIANA  STATE  9-1-1 1-1-0 5 5 NR 6 4 6 4 9 10 8 7 7
OKLAHOMA  8-3-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 10 8 8
PENN  STATE  9-2-0 0-0-0 9 NR NR 3 NR NR NR NR NR 9 9 9
MINNESOTA  6-2-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 10 8 5 10 10

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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