
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1976  SEASON

For  the  third  time,  Nebraska  was  the  preseason  #1  but  quickly  dropped  to  #8  when  they  were  tied  6-6
at  unranked  Louisiana  State  in  the  opener  for  both  teams.  Michigan,  #2  in  the  preseason,  took  over  the
#1  spot  for  the  first  time  since  a  two  week  stay  in  1955,  after  a  40-27  home  win  over  Wisconsin  (0-0-0).

The  Wolverines  easily  disposed  of  their  non-conference  opponents  with  wins  of  51-0  over  Stanford  (0-1-0),
70-14  over  Navy  (1-1-0)  and  31-0  over  Wake  Forest  (2-2-0),  all  unranked  and  all  games  at  Michigan.  At
4-0-0,  the  Wolverines  followed  with  four  conference  wins:  at  home  42-10  over  Michigan  State  (1-2-1),  38-7
at  Northwestern  (1-5-0), 35-0  at  Indiana  (3-3-0)  and  at  home  45-0  over  Minnesota  (5-2-0),  all  unranked.   At
8-0-0,  the  Wolverines  traveled  to  unranked  Purdue  (3-5-0)  and  were  upset  16-14  and  dropped  to  fourth.
It  marked  the  seventh  time  that  Purdue  knocked  off  the  #1  ranked  team.

At  9-0-0,  Pittsburgh,  who  had  been  #2  for  six  straight  weeks,  became  #1  for  the  first  time  since  1939  and
promptly  won  24-16  at  home  over  unranked  West  Virginia  (4-5-0).   After  an  idle  week,  the  Panthers  won
24-7  over  #16  Penn  State  (7-3-0)  at  Three  Rivers  Stadium,  completing  the  regular  season  at  11-0-0.   In  the
Sugar  Bowl,  Pittsburgh  won  27-3  over  #5 Georgia  and  claimed  their  second  AP  National  Championship  and
the  first  for  Coach  Johnny  Majors.   In  the  Final  Poll,  the  Panthers  received  59  of  62  first  place  votes.   The
other  3  fpv  went  to  #3  Southern  Cal  who  finished  #2  after  a  14-6  win  over  #2  Michigan  in  the  Rose  Bowl.

In  other  bowl  games,  Houston  finished  #4  with  their  30-21  win  over  previously  undefeated  Maryland  and
Oklahoma  completed  the  top  five  with  a  41-7  romp  over  Wyoming  in  the  Fiesta  Bowl.   Ohio  State  jumped
from  #11  to  #6  with  a  27-10  win  over  Colorado  in  the  Orange  Bowl.  Rutgers,  the  only  other  undefeated
team  at  11-0-0,  finished  #18  because  of  a  weak  schedule  which  did  not  include  a  Final  Poll  opponent.

Tony  Dorsett  of  Pittsburgh  won  the  Heisman  Trophy,  the  first  from  the  AP  National  Champion  since  1949.
Ricky  Bell  of  Southern  Cal  was  second,  Michigan's  Rob  Lytle  was  third  and  Terry  Miller   of  Oklahoma
State  was  fourth,  all  running  backs.  Rice  quarterback  Tommy  Kramer  was  fifth.  All  were  seniors  except
junior  Miller.

1976  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 14 21 28 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30 5

PITTSBURGH 12-0-0 2-0-0 9 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
SOUTHERN CAL 11-1-0 3-0-0 8 NR 19 13 11 8 7 4 4 3 3 3 3 2
MICHIGAN 10-2-0 1-1-0 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 2 2 3
HOUSTON 10-2-0 3-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 19 14 NR 19 12 9 7 6 4
OKLAHOMA  9-2-1 2-2-0 5 4 4 3 3 6 5 13 17 14 10 8 8 5

OHIO  STATE  9-2-1 1-1-1 4 2 2 8 10 9 9 8 8 8 8 12 11 6
TEXAS  A&M 10-2-0 0-2-0 14 11 9 NR 17 NR NR NR 18 16 11 11 10 7
MARYLAND 11-1-0 1-1-0 12 10 8 7 7 5 6 5 6 6 6t 5 4 8
NEBRASKA  9-3-1 3-2-0 1 8 6 5 6 3 3 9 9 9 12 10 13 9
GEORGIA 10-2-0 2-1-0 16 9 7 6 4 11 10 7 7 7 6t 4 5 10

ALABAMA  9-3-0 2-2-0 6 14 13 10 NR 20 18 1 15 10 18 18 16 11
NOTRE  DAME  9-3-0 1-2-0 11 NR NR 18 14 14 12 11 11 18 13 13 15 12
TEXAS  TECH 10-2-0 2-2-0 NR NR 20 17 15 10 8 6 5 5 5 9 9 13
OKLAHOMA STATE  9-3-0 2-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 13 17 16 14 14 14
UCLA  9-2-1 0-2-1 17 5 5 4 5 4 4 4 3 2 2 6 7 15

COLORADO  8-4-0 3-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 14 19 15 14 12 16
RUTGERS 11-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19t 17 17 17
KENTUCKY  8-4-0 0-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18
IOWA  STATE  8-3-0 1-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 14 NR NR 19
MISSISSIPPI  STATE  9-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20t 18 NR NR NR 19t 20t 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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