SUMMARY OF THE 1965 SEASON

For the first time, Nebraska was the preseason #1 but not by consensus as all but one of the
preseason Top Ten received first place votes. It was also the first time ever that Nebraska had been
in the #1 spot. However, they dropped to #2 after a 34-14 home win over unranked Texas Christian

(0-0-0). #3 Notre Dame jumped to #1 with a 48-6 win over unranked California in the opener for both

teams. The Irish top perch lasted only one week as they lost 25-21 at #6 Purdue (1-0-0). Next up
for #1 was Texas who would stay for three weeks and improve to 4-0-0 before losing 27-24 at #3
Arkansas (4-0-0), dropping the Longhorns to fifth. Texas would lose three more times, finishing the

season at 6-4-0 and out of the Final Poll.

The Razorbacks achieved their first ever #1 spot the following week but promptly dropped to #2
despite a 55-20 win over unranked North Texas State (1-4-0). Michigan State then started a run of six

straight weeks at #1, completing the regular season undefeated and untied with a 10-0-0 record that
included a 49-7 home win over Northwestern (3-3-0), 35-0 at lowa (1-6-0) and a 27-13 home win over

Indiana (2-6-0), all unranked, and a 12-3 win at #4 Notre Dame (7-1-0). But the Spartans lost 14-12 to
#5 UCLA (7-1-1) in the Rose Bowl.

In other postseason games, #2 Arkansas (10-0-0) lost 14-7 to unranked Louisiana State (7-3-0) in the
Cotton Bow/ and #3 Nebraska (10-0-0) lost 39-28 to #4 Alabama (8-1-1) in the Orange Bowl. The #1,
#2 and #3 ranked teams all lost in bowl games, prompting a "postseason” poll for the first time.

The new and official Final Poll gave Alabama the National Championship with 37 first place votes

compared to 18 for Michigan State who dropped to #2. Louisiana State went from unranked to #8 in

the Final Poll. The UPI Coaches Poll did not have a postseason poll and left Michigan State as their
choice for National Champion. The new AP format was not used in the 1966 and 1967 seasons but
was permanently adopted in the 1968 season. The UPI Coaches Poll did not have a Final Poll after
the bowl/ games until the 1974 season.

Running back Mike Garrett of Southern California won the Heisman Trophy. Tulsa end Howard Twilley
was second and running back Jim Grabowski of lllinois was third. Texas Tech's Donny Anderson was

fourth and Syracuse's Floyd Little was fifth, both running backs. All were seniors except junior Little.

Because of the format ranking only the Top Ten colleges, only Arkansas, Nebraska and Notre Dame
were ranked in every poll of the season. National Champion Alabama was not ranked in five of the
thirteen polls that were taken.

Alabama became the fifth team to win back-to-back AP championships. Minnesota was the first in
1940-41 followed by Army in 1944-45, Notre Dame in 1946-47 and Oklahoma in 1955-56. It was the
Tide's and Coach Paul "Bear” Bryant's third championship in five years.

1965 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER JAN

TOTAL | FPO |PS| 21 28| 5 [12]19] 26| 2 | 9 [16 ] 23| 30| 4
ALABAMA 911 201 | 56 NR NR NR NR NR 10 5 5 5 &5 4 1
MICHIGAN STATE 010 211 |[NR NR 9 5 4 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
ARKANSAS 010 010 | 6 5 4 3 3 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3
UCLA 821 221 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 8 7 7 4 5 4
NEBRASKA 010 110 | 1 2 B8 2 2 3 3 3 38 38 3 3 5
MISSOURI 821 011 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 9 9 8 7 6 6
TENNESSEE 812 101 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 8 NR 9 7 7
LOUISIANA STATE 830 110 | 8 7 5 NR NR 9 5 NR NR NR NR NR 8
NOTRE DAME 721 110 | 3 1 8 7 8 7 4 4 4 4 6 9 9
SOUTHERN CAL 721 020 | 7 NR NR 8 6 4 8 6 6 6 8 8 10

(1) Records include bow/ games

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
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