SUMMARY OF THE 1964 SEASON

Mississippi would be #1 in the preaseason poll for the first time but after a 30-0 home win over
unranked Memphis State (0-0-0), the Rebels lost 27-21 to Kentucky (71-0-0) at Jackson and dropped
from the Top Ten. They would finish the season with a 5-5-1 record and out of the Final Poll,
becoming the fourth straight and /ast preseason #1 to have this unwanted distinction.

In the first regular season poll, Texas was in the #1 spot with a 2-0-0 record after shutout wins of
31-0 and 23-0 over Tulane (0-0-0), at home, and at Texas Tech (1-0-0), respectively, both unranked.
The Longhorns maintained the #1 spot for two more weeks with a 17-6 home win over unranked
Army 2-0-0) and a 28-7 win over unranked Oklahoma (1-1-0) at Dallas. The following week, Texas was
nipped at home 14-13 by #8 Arkansas (4-0-0) and dropped to sixth.

Ohio State took over as #1 with a 4-0-0 record after home wins, 27-8 over Southern Methodist (0-1-0)
and 17-9 over Indiana (0-1-0), both unranked, and 26-0 at #2 Illlinois and 17-0 at home over Southern
California. The Buckeyes then won 28-3 at home over unranked Wisconsin (2-2-0) but dropped to #2
after a 21-19 squeaker at unranked lowa (3-2-0).

Notre Dame, at 6-0-0 under new coach Ara Parseghian, switched places with Ohio State when the
Irish won 40-0 over unranked Navy (3-3-0) at Philadelphia. Parseghian became the first Notre Dame
coach since Jesse Harper, Rockne's predecessor, that was not a Notre Dame alumnus. Also,
Parseghian became the fourth coach to have two teams #1, having achieved a #1 ranking in 1962
with Northwestern. The Irish stayed #1 despite a narrow 17-15 win at unranked Pittsburgh (2-3-2) and
followed with home wins of 34-7 over unranked Michigan State (4-3-0) and 28-0 over unranked

lowa (3-5-0), the Hawkeyes second loss of the season to the #1 ranked team. Then, in Notre Dame's
last game of the season, the Irish were upset 20-17 at unranked Southern California (6-3-0) as the
Trojan's scored the winning touchdown with only 1:33 left in the game. The loss dropped the Irish

to third.

In the last and Final Poll of the season, Alabama would claim their second AP National Championship
after a 21-14 win over unranked Auburn (6-3-0) at Birmingham. However, in the Orange Bowl, their
#1 ranking would be tainted as they lost 21-17 to #5 Texas (9-1-0).

In other postseason games, #2 Arkansas (10-0-0) won 10-7 over #6 Nebraska (9-1-0) in the Cotton
Bowl. Had there been a poll after the bowl/ games, Arkansas would likely have been the National
Champion. In the Rose Bowl, #4 Michigan (8-1-0) easily won 34-7 over #9 Oregon State (7-2-0).

John Huarte of Notre Dame was the Heisman Trophy winner in a close vote over Jerry Rhome of

Tulsa, both quarterbacks. Linebacker Dick Butkus of lllinois was third, Michigan quarterback
Bob Timberlake was fourth and Notre Dame wide receiver Jack Snow was fifth. All five were seniors.

1964 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL | FPO | PS | 29 | 6 | 13 [ 20 [ 27 | 38 [ 10 | 17 | 24 | 1
ALABAMA 010 110 | 6 4 3 3 3 38 3 2 2 2 1
ARKANSAS 1100 200 |[NR NR 9 8 4 4 4 3 3 3 2
NOTRE DAME 910 010 |[NR 9 6 4 2 2 1 1 1 1 3
MICHIGAN 910 200 |[NR 8 7 5 NR NR NR 6 6 4 4
TEXAS 010 110 | 4 1 1 1 6 6 6 &5 &5 &5 &
NEBRASKA 920 010 [NR NR 8 6 &5 &5 &5 4 4 7 6
LOUISIANA STATE 821 010 [NR NR NR 9 7 9 8 9 8 6 7
OREGON STATE 830 010 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 8 NR 8 8
OHIO STATE 720 110 | 5 5 4 2 1 1 2 7 7 9 9
SOUTHERN CAL 730 110 |[NR 2 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 10

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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