
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1941  SEASON

Minnesota  began  the  1941  season  #1,  continuing  the  string  of  four  consecutive  #1s  from  the  1940
season.   Their  2-0-0  record  included  wins  of  14-6  at  Washington  (0-0-0)  and   34-6  over  Illinois  (1-0-0)
and  they  received  66  of  113  votes  in  the  first  season  poll.   Remaining  #1,   Minnesota  improved  to
4-0-0  with  a  39-0  home  win  over  unranked  Pitt  (0-2-0)  and  a  narrow  7-0  win  at  #3  Michigan  (4-0-0).

In  the  third  weekly  poll,  the  second  ever  tie  for  #1  occurred  with  Minnesota  and  Texas  both  receiving
1,161  points.   Minnesota  had  60  first  place  votes  while  Texas  received  53.  The  following  week,
Minnesota  dropped  to  #2  after  an  8-7  home  win  over  #9  Northwestern  (3-1-0)  and  Texas  stayed  at  #1
with  a  convincing  34-0  win  at  #20  Southern  Methodist  (3-1-0).   Texas'  reign  was  short  lived,  however,
as  they  visited  unranked  Baylor  (3-4-0)  and  tied  7-7,  dropping  the  Longhorns  to  #2.

Minnesota  regained  the  top  spot  with  a  9-0  home  win  over  Nebraska  (2-3-0)  and  followed  with  a  34-13
win  at  Iowa  (3-3-0)  and  a  41-6  home  win  over  Wisconsin  (3-4-0),  all  unranked.   Coach  Bernie  Bierman
and  Minnesota  won  their  third  AP  National  Championship,  becoming  the  first  team  to  win  back-to-back
titles.   Minnesota  did  not  play  in  a  postseason  bowl  game  but  defeated  two  Final  Poll  teams  in  #5
Michigan  and  #11  Northwestern.   In  the  Final  Poll,  Minnesota  received  84  1/2  of   96  first  place  votes.

In  postseason  games,  second  ranked  Duke  (9-0-0)  lost  20-16  to  twelfth  ranked  Oregon  State  (7-2-0)
in  the  Rose  Bowl,  sixth  ranked  Fordham  (7-1-0)  beat  seventh  ranked  Missouri  (8-1-0)  2-0  (yes,  a  safety
won  the  game)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl  and  ninth  ranked  Texas  A&M  (9-1-0)  lost  to  twentieth  ranked
Alabama  (8-2-0)  in  the  Cotton  Bowl.

For  the  second  time,  the  Heisman  Trophy  was  won  by  a  player,  senior  running  back  Bruce  Smith,  from
the  National  Championship  team.  Notre  Dame  sophomore  Angelo  Bertelli  was  second  and  senior  Frankie
Albert  of  Stanford  was  third,  both  quarterbacks.   Bertelli  was  the  first  sophomore  to  finish  in  the  top
three.  Georgia's  Frank  Sinkwich  was  fourth  and  Virginia's  Bill  Dudley  was  fifth,  both  running  backs.

1941  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS          
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE   RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL FPO 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2

MINNESOTA  8-0-0 2-0-0 1 1 1t 2 1 1 1 1
DUKE  9-1-0 1-1-0 3 4 4 1 3 3 3 2
NOTRE  DAME 8-0-1 2-0-0 8 7 6 7 5 4 4 3
TEXAS  8-1-1 1-0-0 2 2 1t 1 2 9 10 4
MICHIGAN  6-1-1 1-1-1 6 3 7 8 7 5 6 5

FORDHAM 8-1-0 1-0-0 4 6 3 3 11 11 8 6
MISSOURI  8-2-0 0-2-0 NR NR 19 17 16 8 7 7
DUQUESNE 8-0-0 1-0-0 NR NR 16 12 10 6 5 8
TEXAS  A&M  9-2-0 1-2-0 14 9 5 5 4 2 2 9
NAVY  7-1-1 1-1-0 7 5 11 6 12 12 11 10

NORTHWESTERN  5-3-0 2-2-0 5 13 9 10 8 10 9 11
OREGON  STATE  8-2-0 1-1-0 16 18 NR NR NR 16 17 12
OHIO  STATE  6-1-1 1-1-1 10 11 NR 20 20 14 15 13
GEORGIA  9-1-1 0-1-1 NR NR NR NR NR 20t 20 14
PENNSYLVANIA  7-1-0 0-1-0 11 12 8 19 14 13 13 15

MISSISSIPPI  STATE 8-1-1 1-1-0 19 NR 17t 15 13 NR NR 16
MISSISSIPPI  6-2-1 0-2-1 NR NR 17t 16 15 15 NR 17
TENNESSEE  8-2-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18
WASHINGTON  STATE  6-4-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
ALABAMA  9-2-0 3-1-0 NR NR 15 13 9 7 18 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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