SUMMARY OF THE 1940 SEASON

Cornell was the first #1 of the 1940 polls getting 90 of 156 first place votes. They were 2-0 after
two shutout wins over Colgate and Army and remained #1 for three additional weeks with home wins:
33-6 over Syracuse (2-1-0), 21-7 over Ohio State (2-2-0) and 27-0 over Columbia (3-1-0), all unranked.
After their sixth win of season, 21-0 at unranked Yale (1-4-0), they dropped to second.

Minnesota, having been #1 in the 1936 season, gained the top position again with the fifth poll after
a narrow 7-6 win at home over #3 Michigan (5-0-0). Minnesota stayed #1 with a 33-6 home win over
unranked Purdue (2-4-0) and a 22-13 win at unranked Wisconsin (4-3-0), completing the season at
8-0-0. In the Final Poll published December 3rd, #1 Minnesota received 65 of 132 first place votes
while undefeated #2 Stanford (9-0-0) received 44 first place votes. It was the second AP National
Championship for Minnesota and Coach Bernie Bierman. Minnesota did not play in a postseason
bow/ game but, in addition to Michigan, defeated Northwestern, Nebraska and Washington, all who
finished in the top ten of the Final Poll. Stanford defeated #10 Washington 20-10 and #11 Santa
Clara 7-6 during the regular season.

In postseason games, second ranked Stanford (9-0-0) finished unbeaten with a 21-13 win

over eighth ranked Nebraska (8-1-0) in the Rose Bowl, fifth ranked Boston College (10-0-0)

deni ed fourth ranked Tennessee (10-0-0) a perfect season with a 19-13 win in the Sugar Bowl,
sixth ranked Texas A&M (8-1-0) narrowly beat twelfth ranked Fordham (7-1-0) 13-12 in the Cotton
Bow/ and ninth ranked Mississippi State (9-0-1) beat thirteenth ranked Georgetown (8-1-0) in the
Orange Bowl.

For individual awards, Tom Harmon of Michigan won the Heisman Trophy. John Kimbrough of Texas

A&M was second and Minnesota’s George Franck was third, all senior running backs. Stanford
Junior Frankie Albert was fourth and Missouri senior Paul Christman was fifth, both quarterbacks.

1940 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL
COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL | FPO 15 | 22 | 29 5 | 12 [ 19 | 26 3
MINNESOTA 8-0-0  4-0-0 7 6 4 2 1 1 1 1
STANFORD 10-0-0  3-0-0 10 9 6 6 4 3 3 2
MICHIGAN 7-1-0 2-1-0 3 3 3 3 6 7 5 3
TENNESSEE 10-1-0 1-1-0 5 5 7 5 5 6 6 4
BOSTON COLLEGE 11-0-0 2-0-0 8 10 9 8 8 4 4 5
TEXAS A&M 9-1-0  2-0-0 2 4 5 4 3 2 2 6
NORTHWESTERN 6-2-0  0-2-0 4 7 8 10 10 10 7 7
NEBRASKA 8-2-0  0-2-0 NR 18 12 12t 11 8 8 8
MISSISSIPPI STATE 10-0-1 1-0-0 NR NR 20t 19t 15 16 11 9
WASHINGTON 7-2-0  0-2-0 16 16 13 11 17t 13 12 10
SANTA CLARA 6-1-1 0-1-0 NR NR 20t 19t 16 19 15 11
FORDHAM 7-2-0  0-1-0 11 11 NR 17 13 15 14 12
GEORGETOWN 8-2-0 0-2-0 NR 15 10t 9 9 9 9 13
PENNSYLVANIA 6-1-1 1-0-0 9 8 15t 15 NR 12 10 14
CORNELL 6-2-0  0-1-0 1 1 1 1 2 5 13 15
SO METHODIST 8-1-1 0-1-0 NR 19 15t 14 20 18 16 16
HARDIN-SIMMONS 9-0-0  0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20t 17
DUKE 7-2-0  0-1-0 NR NR 18t 12 12 NR 20t 18
LAFAYETTE 9-0-0  0-0-0 NR NR NR 18 NR NR 18t 19

ONLY 19 TEAMS RECEIVED VOTES IN THE FINAL POLL

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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