SUMMARY OF THE 1989 SEASON

Starting in 1989, the AP Poll increased the number of teams ranked from 20 to 25 with 60 voters. For

the second time, Michigan was the preseason #1 but while idle, dropped to #2 as #2 Notre Dame, after
their 35-13 win over unranked Virginia in the Kickoff Classic at Giants Stadium in New Jersey, took the
top spot. This resulted in a #1 vs #2 matchup at Michigan and the Irish prevailed with a 24-19 win.

The Irish maintained their #1 ranking for twelve consecutive weeks, achieving an 171-0-0 record with wins
over six ranked opponents. These included a 41-27 win at #17 Air Force (6-0-0), a 28-24 win at home
over #9 Southern Cal (5-1-0), a 45-7 win at home over #7 Pittsburgh (5-0-1) and a 34-23 win at #17 Penn
State (6-2-1). In the final regular season game for the Irish, they traveled to #7 Miami-Fla and suffered a
stunning 27-10 loss to the Hurricanes, dropping the Irish to fifth. Colorado, #2 for four weeks, completed
their regular season undefeated a week earlier and claimed #1 with 53 first place voles.

An Orange Bowl matchup with #4 Notre Dame was arranged and the Irish defeated Colorado 21-6. This
left no team undefeated and four with one loss. Miami, with their 33-25 Sugar Bow!l win over Alabama,
claimed there third AP National Championship and first for Coach Dennis Erickson. Notre Dame finished
#2 as Miami had 38 first place votes to 19 for the Irish and Miami had 1,449 total points, 21 more than
the Irish. Miami defeated four Final Poll opponents compared to a record seven for Notre Dame, #18
Virginia the lowest ranked. Florida State finished #3 with a 471-17 Fiesta Bow! win over Nebraska.
Colorado was #4 in the Final Poll and Tennessee was #5 with a 31-27 Cotton Bow/ win over Arkansas.

Andre Ware, Houston's junior quarterback won the Heisman Trophy and Anthony Thompson, Indiana‘s
senior running back, was runnerup. Three quarterbacks, junior Major Harris of West Virginia, senior Tony
Rice of Notre Dame and sophomore Darian Hagan of Colorado, finished third, fourth and fifth, respectively.
No Miami-Fla player finished in the Top Ten of the Heisman voting.

1989 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC [JAN
TOTAL | FPO |PS| 5 [12]|19[26| 3 [10[17[24 (31| 7 [14]|21]| 28] 5 [12] 2

MIAMI-FLA 1110 410[4 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 7 7 7 7 4 2 2 1
NOTRE DAME 1210 710[2 1 1 1 1 1 1 14 1 1 1 1 1 5 4 4 2
FLORIDA STATE 10-20 310 6 16 NR NR 25 22 19 14 9 6 5 5 5 6 5 5 3
COLORADO 1110 310[(14 9 8 6 5 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 4
TENNESSEE 11-1-0 2-1-0/NR NR 17 14 12 6 6 6 11 10 11 9 8 8 8 8 5
AUBURN 10-20 2208 5 5 4 4 11 12 11 16 12 12 11 10 11 9 9 6
MICHIGAN 1020 320[(1 2 2 5 6 5 5 5 5 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 7
SOUTHERN CAL 921 420[5 13 13 12 11 9 10 9 10 9 9 8 12 12 12 12 8
ALABAMA 10-20 2-20[(16 19 16 15 13 13 11 10 6 5 4 4 4 2 7 7 9
ILLINOIS 10-2-0 42-0(22 11 10 20 20 18 16 13 8 8 8 12 11 10 11 11 10
NEBRASKA 1020 020/ 3 4 4 3 3 4 4 4 4 3 6 6 6 7 6 6 11
CLEMSON 10-2-0 3-0-0 [12 10 7 7 7 15 14 NR 22 21 17 15 15 14 14 14 12
ARKANSAS 1020 2-20(10 7 9 8 8 7 7 7 13 11 10 10 9 9 10 10 13
HOUSTON 920 1-2-0[21 22 18 17 14 12 8 16 12 17 15 13 13 13 13 13 14
PENN STATE 8-31 3-30/11 12 NR NR NR NR 23 17 14 16 13 17 22 18 18 18 15
MICHIGAN STATE 8-4-0 0-4-0 [NR NR NR NR NR 24 21 NR NR NR NR NR 25 22 22 22 16
PITTSBURGH 831 131[20 23 14 13 10 8 9 8 7 14 14 19 19 24 24 23 17
VIRGINIA 10-3-0  1-3-0 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 24 18 16 16 15 15 15 18
TEXAS TECH 9-3-0 2-2-0 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 23 20 18 25 25 24 19
TEXAS A&M 840 1-40|NR 15 22 21 22 19 NR 23 21 20 16 14 14 16 16 16 20
WEST VIRGINIA 831 021[17 17 12 9 9 Ot 20 18 15 13 19 18 17 17 17 17 21
BRIGHAM YOUNG 10-3-0 0-1-0 [19 24 NR NR NR NR 25t 21 18 23 21 21 21 19 19 19 22
WASHINGTON 8-4-0 1-3-0 [NR NR 15 11 21 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 23
OHIO STATE 84-0 0-4-0 /25 NR NR 25 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 22 20 21 21 21 24
ARIZONA 84-0 1-2-0 /18 20 NR 23 17 NR NR 22 17 15 25 NR NR NR NR NR 25

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow! games
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