
INTRODUCTION 
 

This summary of the Associated Press College Football Polls includes all colleges selected since the first poll 

in 1936. Since that first year, several colleges, who had powerful teams, now play at Division II and Division III 

level. Others, particularly the Ivy League, now compete at the Division I-AA level. Six colleges, Boston 

University, George Washington, Marquette, Pacific , Santa Clara and the University of San Francisco, have since 

dropped football and Alabama-Birmingham did so after the 2014 season. 

Also included are 15 service teams, made up of former college stars, that were assembled during the World War 

II years and dominated the polls in 1943 and 1944.  

From 1936 - 1949 inclusive, only two National Champions played in "postseason" bowl games; Texas Christian 

and Texas A&M. Both teams won. Then, starting with the 1950 season, all champions played in bowl games 

except Michigan State (1952), Oklahoma (1956), Auburn (1957), Notre Dame (1966) and Oklahoma again in 1974 

when they were on probation.  

From 1950 to 1964, five teams lost in bowl games after being voted National Champion from regular season 

play. The first National Champion from polls taken after the bowl games was Alabama in the 1965 season. This 

occurred when three undefeated and untied teams, Michigan State, Nebraska and Arkansas, all lost in New 

Year's Day bowl games. Michigan State had been #1 and Alabama was #4 in the last regular season poll.  

No post season poll was taken in 1966 and 1967 (seasons). Since the 1968 season, all FINAL POLLS were taken 

after the bowl games.  

Colleges are listed in Section I with MOST APPEARANCES, MOST TOP 10, MOST TOP 5 and MOST 

CHAMPIONSHIPS. An overall ranking, based on points awarded for order of finish in the FINAL POLL is also 

included.  

A summary of teams in the FINAL POLLS by CONFERENCE is shown in Section II as well as the summary of 

each team that has made the FINAL POLL.  

Section III lists all 27 National Champions' records against their FINAL POLL OPPONENTS (FPO) The college 

with the highest percentage, Alabama, is less than 0.500 (127-140-6, 0.476), while Ohio State, Oklahoma, Florida 

State and Notre Dame are close behind (see page SIII-01). Section III also shows a graphic summary of the 

CUMULATIVE ALL TIME WINNING PERCENTAGE of the 27 National Champion teams. This is shown for the 

1936-2016 era and illustrates the rise and fall of among the best college football teams. For the 2001-2010 years, 

Ohio State leads with 0.810 (94-22-0), Oklahoma second at 0.807 (109-26-0) and Southern Cal third at 0.791     

(91-24-0). Ohio State and USC records include vacated wins in the 2010 and 2004-2005 seasons, respectively.  

Section IV is the summary of every season since 1936, showing the weekly rank of each FINAL POLL team and 

highlights of the #1 ranked team's games. In Section V, the all-time record of the Top Ten teams (by winning 

percentage) vs ranked opponents is shown along with their complete records in the weekly polls since 1936 and 

their all-time records against each other.  

Two other features, in Sections VI and VII, are the complete week-by-week #1 rankings and the ranking of the 80 

National Champions for the TOUGHEST SCHEDULES.  

A summary of the careers of the 51 men who have coached National Champion teams is in Section VIII. The 

coach with the highest percentage against FPO is Notre Dame's Frank Leahy and only 15 coaches have winning 

percentages at .500 or better against FPO. Also included are the records of the 50 coaches vs ranked teams at 

the time the games were played. Again, Frank Leahy is the leader with a superalative 0.829 percentage and 

current active Coach Urban Meyer is fifth at 0.708 (see page SVIII-08 for a complete listing).  
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