
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1968  SEASON

Purdue  was  the  preseason  and  first  time  ever  #1  choice  in  the  polls.  Their  reign  would  last  for  five  
weeks  with  a  44-6  home  win  over  unranked  Virginia  (0-0-0),  a  notable  37-22  win  at  #2  Notre  Dame  (1-0-0)
and  a  43-6  win  at  unranked  Northwestern  to  give  the  Boilermakers  a  3-0-0  record.  The  following  week
at  #4  ranked  Ohio  State  (2-0-0),  Purdue  lost  13-0  and  dropped  to  fifth, the  Buckeyes  moving  up  to  #2.

The  USC  Trojans,  after  a  narrow  27-24  win  at  #18  Stanford  (3-0-0),  moved  to  #1  and  stayed  there  for  six
straight  weeks,  starting  with  a  14-7  home  win  over  Washington  (1-2-1)  and  a  20-13  win  at  Oregon  (3-3-0),
both  unranked.   They  followed  with  a  35-17  home  win  over  #11  California  (5-1-1)  and  a  17-13  win   at
#13  Oregon  State  (6-2-0).  But  a  28-16  win  at  unranked  UCLA  (3-6-0),  combined  with  #2  Ohio  State's  50-14
home  romp  over  #4  Michigan  (8-1-0),  dropped  the  Trojans  to  #2.   In  their  last  regular  season  game,  USC,
at  home,  was  tied  21-21  by  #9  Notre  Dame  (7-2-0)  but  retained  their  #2  ranking.   This  provided  a  natural
championship  game  with  #1  Ohio  State  in  the  Rose  Bowl  and  the  Buckeyes  prevailed  27-16  and  claimed
their  third  AP  National  Championship  and  the  second  for  Coach  Wayne  "Woody"  Hayes  as  the  Final  Poll
was  now  taken  after  the  bowl  games  and  altered  the  rankings.   The  Trojans  dropped  to  #4  while  #3  Penn
State  (10-0-0),  after  their  15-14  win  in  the  Orange  Bowl  over  #6  Kansas  (9-1-0),  remained  undefeated  and
untied  and  moved  to  #2.   In  the  Final  Poll,  Ohio  State  had  44  first  places  votes  while  the  Nittany  Lions
received  only  2  first  place  votes.

Missouri  improved  from  #16  to  #9  with  their  35-10  win  over  Alabama  in  the  Gator  Bowl  and  dropping
the  Tide  five  places  to  #17.   In  other  bowl  games,  #4  Georgia  dropped  to  #8  after  losing  16-2  to  #9
Arkansas  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,  #5  Texas  moved  to  #3  by  a  36-13  win  in  the  Cotton  Bowl  over  Tennessee
who  dropped  from  #8  to  #13  and  #20  Southern  Methodist  moved  to  #14  after  a  28-27  win  over  #10
Oklahoma  in  the  Bluebonnet  Bowl.

Running  back  ''O.J."  Simpson  of  USC  won   the  Heisman  Trophy  after  finishing  second  in  1967.   Defensive
back  Leroy  Keyes  of  Purdue  was  second,  Notre  Dame  quarterback  Terry  Hanratty  was  third,  Penn  State
end  Ted  Kwalick  was  fourth  and  Miami-Fla  defensive  lineman  Ted  Hendricks  was  fifth.  All   were  seniors.

1968  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 4

OHIO  STATE 10-0-0 4-0-0 11 9 11 6 4 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1
PENN  STATE 11-0-0 1-0-0 8 10 4 3 3 3 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 2
TEXAS 9-1-1 4-0-1 5 4 6 NR NR 17 13 11 10 8 6 6 5 3
SOUTHERN  CAL  9-1-1 1-1-1 2 2 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 4
NOTRE  DAME  7-2-1 1-1-1 3 3 2 5 5 6 5 12 12 9 10 9 7 5

ARKANSAS 10-1-0 2-1-0 NR NR NR 20 14 9 16 17 14 10 9 8 9 6
KANSAS  9-2-0 1-2-0 NR NR 12 8 6 4 3 3 3 7 7 5 6 7
GEORGIA  8-1-2 1-1-2 NR 18 NR 16 17 10 8 7 9 5 5 4 4 8
MISSOURI  8-3-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR 20t 14 10 8 6 13 16 16 9
PURDUE  8-2-0 1-1-0 1 1 1 1 1 5 7 6 6 15 12 12 11 10

OKLAHOMA  7-4-0 2-3-0 4 5 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 14 11 10 11
MICHIGAN  8-2-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 18 12 9 7 4 4 13 13 12
TENNESSEE  8-2-1 1-2-1 9 12 16 15 10 8 6 5 5 11 8 7 8 13
SO  METHODIST  8-3-0 2-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 13 NR NR NR NR 20 14
OREGON  STATE  7-3-0 0-1-0 6 8 18 NR 20 NR NR NR 15 13 16 14 14 15

AUBURN  7-4-0 2-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 12 19 18 NR 16
ALABAMA  8-3-0 2-2-0 10 7 7 11 NR NR NR NR NR 16 15 15 12 17
HOUSTON  6-2-2 0-0-2 NR 11 10 12 11 NR NR 15 13 14 11 10 18 18
LOUISIANA  STATE  8-3-0 0-1-0 18 20 14 10 8 20t 19 14 20 NR NR NR NR 19
OHIO  UNIVERSITY 10-1-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 16 17 17 17 15 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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