
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1943  SEASON

Notre  Dame,  in  winning  their  first  AP  National  Championship,  became  the  first  team  to  be  #1  in  every
weekly  poll.   In  the  first  poll,  the  Irish  received  53,  exactly  half,  of  106  first  place  votes.   By  the  sixth
weekly  poll,  Notre  Dame  was  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  91  voters.

With  World  War  II  in  its  second  year,  many  players  were  in  the  military  and  the  1943  Final  Poll
reflected  this  with  five  service  teams  ranked.

1943  was  a  year  of  many  "firsts"  in  the  AP  polls.  The  Irish,  as  #1,  played  and  defeated  the  #2  team
on  two  occasions.  At  Michigan,  they  won  35-12  and  at  home  they  defeated  the  Iowa  Pre-Flight  team
14-13.  These  were  the  first  #1  vs  #2  matchups  since  the  start  of  the  AP  polls  in  1936.

After  improving  to  9-0-0  by  defeating  no  less  than  six  teams  that  would  finish  #2,  #3,  #4,  #9,  #11  and
#13  in  the  Final  Poll,  the  Irish  would  lose  19-14  at  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Station  when  Great
Lakes  scored  with  33  seconds  left  to  play.   They  would  remain  #1,  however,  receiving  86  of  130  first
place  votes  and  1,259  points  to  1,028  for  #2  Iowa  Pre-Flight  who,  along  with  #3  Michigan  and  #4  Navy,
would  incur  their  only  loss  of  the  season  to  the  Irish.

Angelo  Bertelli,  who  played  in  only  six  games  for  Nore  Dame  before  entering  the  Marine  Corps,  won  the
Heisman  Trophy.   It  is  notable  that  his  successor  at  the  quarterback  position,  sophomore  Johnny  Lujack,
after  his  military  service,  would  win  the  Heisman  Trophy  in  the  1947  season.   Running  back  Bob  Odell
of  Pennsylvania  was  second  and  quarterback  Otto  Graham  of  Northwestern  finished  third.  Creighton
Miller  of  Notre  Dame  was  fourth  and  Ed  Prokop  of  Georgia  Tech  finished  fifth,  both  running  backs.
All  five  players  were  seniors.

In  the  postseason,  the  Sugar Bowl  was  the  only  bowl  game  between  ranked  teams.  It  featured  thirteenth
ranked  Georgia  Tech  (7-3-0)  winning  20-18  over  fifteenth  ranked  Tulsa  (6-0-1).

1943  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE   RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER
TOTAL FPO 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30

NOTRE  DAME  9-1-0 6-1-0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
IOWA  PRE-FLIGHT  9-1-0 0-1-0 8 7 8 9 8 5 2 2 2
MICHIGAN  8-1-0 1-1-0 2 9 10 7 6 4 4 3 3
NAVY  8-1-0 3-1-0 4 3 3 3 7 3 5 6 4
PURDUE  9-0-0 1-0-0 7 5 4 4 2 2 3 4 5

GREAT LAKES NTS 10-2-0 1-2-0 12 14 NR 18 NR NR NR NR 6
DUKE  8-1-0 0-1-0 5 6 9 8 9 7 6 5 7
DEL MONTE P-F  7-1-0 0-1-0 15 11 15 17 14 13 14 10 8
NORTHWESTERN  6-2-0 1-2-0 19 NR 17 15 12 8 9 8 9
MARCH  FIELD 9-1-0 1-1-0 16 12 14 NR NR 15 8 9 10

ARMY  7-2-1 0-2-1 3 2 2 2 3 6 7 7 11
WASHINGTON 4-1-0 1-0-0 NR NR NR 11 11 12 11 11 12
GEORGIA  TECH  8-3-0 1-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR 19 15 14 13
TEXAS 7-1-1 0-0-0 NR NR 16 12 13 16 10 12 14
TULSA  6-1-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR 13 19 17 16 20 15

DARTMOUTH  6-1-0 0-1-0 14 16 NR NR NR 18 20 13 16
BAINBRIDGE NTS 7-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 15 17
COLORADO COLLEGE 7-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR 18 16 17 NR NR 17 18
PACIFIC  7-2-0 1-1-0 20 10 6 10 10 11 13 NR 19
PENNSYLVANIA  6-2-1 1-1-1 6 4 5 6 5 10 19 18t 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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