
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1987  SEASON

For  the  third  straight  year  and  record  eighth  time,  Oklahoma  was  the  preseason  #1.  The  Sooners  received
55  of  the  60  first  place  votes  cast.  They  opened  at  home  with  a  69-14  win  over  I-AA  North  Texas  State
and  followed  with  a  28-0  shutout  at  home  of  North  Carolina  (1-0-0).   After  an  idle  week,  the  Sooners
traveled  to  Tulsa  (0-3-0)  and  won  65-0.  They  then  traveled  to  Iowa  State  (3-0-0)  an  had  an  easy  56-3
victory.   In  the  annual  battle  at  Dallas,  Oklahoma  won  44-9  over  Texas  (2-2-0)  and  followed  with  a  59-10
win  at  Kansas  State  (0-5-0).   Back  at  Norman,  the  Sooners  disposed  of  Colorado  (4-2-0),  before  winning
71-10  at  Kansas  (1-6-0).   These  first  seven  opponents  were  all  unranked.

Oklahoma's  first  ranked  opponent  was  in-state  rival  #12  Oklahoma  State  (5-0-0)  and  the Sooners  won  29-10
at  Norman.   The  following  week  at  home,  Oklahoma  narrowly  won  17-13  over  unranked  Missouri  (4-5-0)
and  dropped  to  second.   Nebraska,  who  had  been  #2  all  season  long,  switched  spots  with  Oklahoma  but
the  very  next  week  at  Lincoln,  lost  17-7  to  Oklahoma  and  dropped  to  fifth.  The  win  ended  the  Sooners
regular  season  at  11-0-0  and  setup  the  classic  #1  vs  #2  matchup  with  Miami-Fla,  also  11-0-0,  in  the
Orange  Bowl.   It  would  be  the  fifth  #1  vs  #2  in  the  last  three  years  and  #2  prevailed  for  the  fourth
straight  time  as  Miami  won  20-14  and  claimed  their  second  AP  National  Championship  and  the  first  for
Coach  Jimmy  Johnson.   The  loss  dropped  Oklahoma  to  #3  in  the  Final  Poll  while  Florida  State  finished  at
#2  as  they  won  31-28  over  Nebraska  in  the  Fiesta  Bowl,  their  only  loss,  at  home  26-25  to  Miami.

Syracuse,  11-0-0  in  the  regular  season,  finished  at  #4  with  a  16-16  tie  against  Auburn  in  the  Sugar  Bowl.
Louisiana  State  made  the  top  five  with  a  30-13  Gator  Bowl  win  over  South  Carolina.  Michigan  State  had
a  strong  finish  at  #8  with  a  20-17  Rose  bowl  win  over  Southern  Cal  and  UCLA  was  #9  with  their  20-16
win  over  Florida  in  the  Aloha  Bowl.  Texas  A&M  ended  #10  with  a 35-10  Cotton  Bowl  win  over  Notre  Dame.

Wide  receiver  Tim  Brown  of  Notre  Dame  won  the  Heisman  Trophy, a record  seventh  for  the  Irish,  and  Don
McPherson,  Syracuse  quarterback,  was  runnerup.   Gordie  Lockbaum  of  I-AA  Holy  Cross  was  third,
Michigan  State's  Lorenzo  White  was  fourth  and  Pittsburgh's  Craig  Heyward  was  fifth, all  running  backs  and,
all  five,  seniors.   No  Miami-Fla  player  finished  in  the  Top  Ten  of  the  Heisman  voting.

1987  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 3

MIAMI-FLA 12-0-0 4-0-0 10 7 6 5 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 1
FLORIDA  STATE 11-1-0 3-1-0 8 8 7 6 4 6 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 2
OKLAHOMA 11-1-0 2-1-0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 3
SYRACUSE 11-0-1 0-0-1 NR NR NR NR NR 17 13 9 8 8 6 6 4 4 4 4
LOUISIANA  STATE 10-1-1 3-0-0 6 6 4 4 7 7 6 5 5 5 10 9 6 7 7 5

NEBRASKA 10-2-0 4-2-0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 5 5 5 6
AUBURN  9-1-2 1-1-2 5 4 3 3 6 5 5 6 6 6 12 10 7 6 6 7
MICHIGAN  STATE  9-2-1 4-2-0 NR 17 17 NR NR NR 19 14 20 15 13 11 9 9 8 8
UCLA 10-2-0 1-2-0 3 3 13 13 11 11 9 8 7 7 5 5 11 10 10 9
TEXAS  A&M 10-2-0 1-1-0 15 NR NR 16 15 NR NR NR NR 20 19 16 15 15 13 10

OKLAHOMA  STATE 10-2-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 12 19 17 12 17 13 12 11 11 11
CLEMSON 10-2-0 1-1-0 9 10 8 9 8 8 7 7 14 10t 9 8 13 13 14 12
GEORGIA  9-3-0 1-3-0 20t 20 18 20 20 16 18 12 12 10t 8 14 14 14 15 13
TENNESSEE 10-2-1 1-0-1 17 14 14 11 10 10 8 13 13 19 18 15 16 16 17 14
SOUTH  CAROLINA  8-4-0 1-4-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 13 14 12 6 8 9 15

IOWA 10-3-0 0-3-0 16 NR NR 19 17t NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 19 18 18 16
NOTRE  DAME  8-4-0 3-2-0 18 16 9 8 5 4 11 10 9 9 7 7 10 12 12 17
SOUTHERN CAL  8-4-0 1-3-0 19 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 17 16 18
MICHIGAN  8-4-0 1-2-0 7 9 19 14 12 12 NR 20 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
ARIZONA  STATE  7-4-1 0-2-0 14 15 15 12 13 13 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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