
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1939  SEASON

Pittsburgh,  as  was  the  case  in  the  1938  season,  was  ranked  #1  in  the  first  poll  getting  25  of  112  votes.
Their  reign  as  #1  was  short  lived,  however,  as  they  lost  21-13  at  home  to  unranked  Duquesne  (3-0-0)
and  dropped  to  eighteenth.  Moreover,  Pittsburgh  will  become  the  first  team  that  was  ranked  #1  and
not  be  ranked  in  the  Final  Poll.

Tennessee  moved  to  #1  with  four  straight  shutouts  and  continued  with  a  17-0  win  at  home  over  Mercer
(3-3-0),  a  20-0  win  at  Louisiana  State  (4-5-0)  and  a  34-0  win  at  home  over  Citadel  (1-6-0),  all  unranked.
After  a  13-0  win  at  home  over  unranked  Vanderbilt  (2-5-1)  the  Volunteers  dropped  to  second  despite
their  8-0-0  record  and  not  having  been  scored  upon !

Texas  A&M  became  #1  with  the  sixth  poll  of  the  season  and  would  remain  there  to  the  Final  Poll.   The
Aggies  were  idle  at  9-0-0  after  their  first  #1  ranking  and  the  following  week  were  tied  for  #1  with
Southern  California,  each  receiving  939  points,  while  the  Aggies  had  27  first  place  votes  compared  to
25  for  the  Trojans.   The  Trojans  would  drop  to  third  after  a  9-7  win  at  home  over  unranked  Washington
(4-4-0)  while  the  Aggies  remained  #1  after  a  20-0  home  win  over  unranked  Texas  (5-3-0).  In  the  Final  Poll,
published  December  12th,  Texas  A&M  received  55  of  108  first  place  votes,  Tennessee  had  26,  USC  had
9  and  Cornell  had  16.   Nile  Kinnick  of  Iowa  was  the  1939  Heisman  Trophy  winner  with  Michigan's  Tom
Harmon  second,  Missouri's  Paul  Christman  third,  Tennessee's  George  Cafego  fourth  and  John  Kimbrough
of  Texas  A&M  fifth  in the  voting.  Kinnick  and  Cafego  were  seniors  and  the  others  juniors.

In  the  postseason,  the  Aggies  would  complete  the  season  unbeaten  with  a  narrow  14-13  Sugar  Bowl
win  over  fourth  ranked  Tulane  (8-0-1).  Also,  second  ranked  and  unscored  upon  Tennessee  lost  14-0
to  third  ranked  Southern  California  (7-0-2),  sixth  ranked  Missouri  (8-1-0)  lost  21-7  to  sixteenth  ranked
Georgia  Tech  (7-2-0)  in  the  Orange  Bowl  and  eleventh  ranked  Boston  College  lost  6-3  to  twelfth  ranked
Clemson  (8-1-0)  in  the  Cotton  Bowl.

1939  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE   RECORDS (1) OCT  NOVEMBER         DEC
TOTAL FPO 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 12

TEXAS  A&M 11-0-0 2-0-0 9 5 5 2 2 1 1t 1 1
TENNESSEE 10-1-0 0-1-0 5 1 1 1 1 2 4 2 2
SOUTHERN  CAL 8-0-2 2-0-1 7 8 7 4 3 4 1t 3 3
CORNELL  8-0-0 1-0-0 12 7 3 5 4 3 3 4 4
TULANE  8-1-1 2-1-0 4 9 8 7 6 5 5 5 5

MISSOURI  8-2-0 2-2-0 NR NR NR NR 12 10 8 7 6
UCLA 6-0-4 0-0-2 NR NR 19t 11 11 13 13 9 7
DUKE 8-1-0 1-0-0 13 12 12 15 13 8 7 6 8
IOWA  6-1-1 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 15 9 9 8 9
DUQUESNE 9-0-0 0-0-0 NR 11 13 12 10 12 6 10 10

BOSTON  COLLEGE  9-2-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 14 11
CLEMSON  9-1-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 16 15 14 15 12
NOTRE  DAME  7-2-0 1-2-0 2 2 4 3 9 7 11 11 13
SANTA  CLARA  5-1-3 0-1-1 NR NR NR 16 14 17 20 16 14
OHIO  STATE  6-2-0 1-2-0 10 4 14 9 8 6 12 12 15

GEORGIA  TECH  8-2-0 2-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 19t NR NR 16
FORDHAM  6-2-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18t 17
NEBRASKA  7-1-1 1-1-0 16 10 10 NR NR NR 18 17 18
OKLAHOMA  6-2-1 0-2-0 3 6 6 6 5 14 NR NR 19
MICHIGAN  6-2-0 1-1-0 6 3 2 10 NR NR 15 NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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