SUMMARY OF THE 1956 SEASON

Oklahoma was the #1 preseason choice of 111 of 149 volers and easily outdistanced #2 Michigan State
with 1,427 points to 1,000. The Sooners proved the voters correct as they repeated as AP National
Champions and extended their winning streak to 40 games. After a 4-0-0 start that included three
shutout wins, the Sooners dropped to second as Michigan State rose to the top spot with a 47-14
thumping at unranked Notre Dame (1-2-0). The Irish had the misfortune of playing the angered Sooners
the following week and Oklahoma's 40-0 win at Notre Dame put the Sooners back in the #1 position
while the #1 Spartans were losing 20-13 at unranked lllinois (1-3-0) and dropped to fourth.

After improving to a 7-0-0 start with a 44-0 win at unranked lowa State (2-5-0), the Sooners dropped to
second with 7-0-0 Tennessee, previously #3, becoming the new #1 after a 6-0 win at second ranked
Georgia Tech (6-0-0). Despite Tennessee’s 27-13 home win over #19 Mississippi (6-2-0), they dropped
to second as Oklahoma romped 67-14 at home over unranked Missouri (3-4-1) and regained the #1 spot.
Oklahoma finished the season with a 54-6 home win over unranked Nebraska (4-5-0) and a 53-0 shutout
at unranked Oklahoma State (3-4-2). They did not play in a bowl game and finished with a 10-0-0 record.

In postseason games, #2 Tennessee (10-0-0) lost 13-7 to #11 Baylor (8-2-0) in the Sugar Bow/, #3 lowa
(8-1-0) won 35-19 over #10 Oregon State (7-2-1) in the Rose Bowl, #4 Georgia Tech (9-1-0) won 21-14
over #13 Pittsburgh (7-2-1) in the Gator Bowl, #8 Syracuse lost 28-27 to #14 Texas Christian (7-3-0) in
the Cotton Bowl and #19 Clemson (7-1-2) lost 27-21 to #20 Colorado (7-2-1) in the Orange Bowl.

Quarterback Paul Hornung of 2-8-0 Notre Dame won the Heisman Trophy, becoming the only winner
from a team with a losing record. Johnny Majors of Tennessee was second and Tommy McDonald of
Oklahoma was third, both running backs. Oklahoma's defensive lineman Gerry Tubbs was fourth and
running back Jim Brown of Syracuse was fifth. All five were seniors. Hornung had 1,066 points to 994
for Majors and 973 for McDonald.

1956 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC

TOTAL | FPO | PS | 25| 2 | O |16 | 23 [ 30| 6 | 13| 20 | 27 | 4

OKLAHOMA 000 100 | 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 1 1 1
TENNESSEE 010 110 |12 NR 9 6 7 4 3 38 1 2 2 2
IOWA 910 410 |[NR NR 20 NR 12 NR 7 15 7 3 3 3
GEORGIA TECH 010 110 | 4 2 3 8 3 3 2 2 4 5 4 4
TEXAS A&M 901 200 | 9 11 11 9 14 7 5 5 5 4 5 b5
MIAMI-FLA 811 210 |18 NR 13t 11 11 19 9 8 8 6 6 6
MICHIGAN 720 220 | 8 13 5 12 8 5 17t 10 10 9 7 7
SYRACUSE 720 020 | 2 7 18 NR 13 14 17t 9 O 8 8 8
MICHIGAN STATE 720 110 |[NR 2 2 2 2 1 4 4 3 10 9 9
OREGON STATE 731 030 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR 17t 14 11 11 11 10
BAYLOR 920 120 [NR NR 16 10 10 8 15t NR NR 16 15 11
MINNESOTA 612 310 |[NR NR NR 17 NR NR 8 6 17 7 10 12
PITTSBURGH 731 220 |10 10 7 NR 16 13 11 20t 16 14 12 13
TEXAS CHRISTIAN 830 220 | 7 4 8 4 4 10t NR 17 NR 18 14 14
OHIO STATE 630 020 | 56 8 4 5 5 9 6 7 6 12 20 15
NAVY 612 000 |[NR NR NR 14 NR NR NR 12 15 15 13 16
GEORGE WASHINGTON 711 000 |NR NR NR 16 NR 17 14 NR 18 17 16 17
SOUTHERN CAL 820 100 |15 6 10 8 O 6 20 16 14 NR 17 18
CLEMSON 722 020 |[NR NR NR NR 15 20 13 11 13 NR NR 19
COLORADO 821 110 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 NR 20 19 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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