SUMMARY OF THE 1944 SEASON

Notre Dame was #1 in the first weekly poll with a 2-0-0 record after a 58-0 win at Pittsburgh (1-0-0)
and a 26-0 home win over Tulane (0-0-0). The Irish continued their shutout streak wuth a 64-0 win over
unranked Dartmouth (0-1-1) at Fenway Park in Boston and followed with a 28-13 win at home against
unranked Wisconsin (2-1-0) whose head coach was Harry Stuhldreher of Notre Dame's Four Horsemen
fame. The following week the Irish traveled to fourteenth ranked IlMinois (4-1-1) and won 13-7, improving
their record to 5-0-0.

The voters were not impressed and dropped the Irish to second with Army achieving their first ever
#1 ranking, receiving 41 first place votes to 15 for Notre Dame. The Black Knights would stay #1
completing the season at 9-0-0 and win their first AP National Championship. They accomplhed this
with wins over Final Poll opponents Navy, Notre Dame and Duke and outscoring their opponents 504-35
with four shutouts and no opponent scoring more than 7 points. In the Final Poll, Army would receive
95 of 120 first place votes. #2 Ohio State, #3 Randolph Field, #5 Bainbridge Naval Training Station,
#13 Norman Pre-Flight and #18 Fort Pierce would all finish undefeated.

The Heisman Trophy winner was senior quarterback Les Horvath from Ohio State while sophomore
running backs Glenn Davis and Felix "Doc"” Blanchard of Army would finish second and third,
respectively. Navy's junior lineman Don Whitmire was fourth and freshman running back Buddy Young
of lllinois was fifth in the voting.

In the postseason, the Rose Bowl was the only bowl game between ranked teams. Itfeatured seventh
ranked Southern California (7-0-2) defeating twelfth ranked Tennessee (7-0-1) 25-0.

Ten of the Final Poll Top Twenly were military service teams.

1944 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL
COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC

TOTAL | FPO 10 | 17 | 24 | 31 7 [ 14 [ 21 [ 28 5
ARMY 9-0-0 3-0-0 3 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
OHIO STATE 9-0-0 3-0-0 8 4 4 3 2 4 3 3 2
RANDOLPH FIELD 12-0-0 2-0-0 4 3 3 4 4 2 4 4 3
NAVY 6-3-0 2-2-0 6 9 12 6 3 3 2 2 4
BAINBRIDGE NTS 10-0-0 0-0-0 18 18 13 12 6 6 5 5 5
IOWA PREFLIGHT 10-1-0 1-1-0 11 5 6 7 7 7 7 6 6
SOUTHERN CAL 8-0-2 2-0-0 NR 15t NR 13 11 12 8 7 7
MICHIGAN 8-2-0 2-0-0 12 15t NR 10 8 5 6 8 8
NOTRE DAME 8-2-0 3-2-0 1 1 1 2 2 11 18 9 9
MARCH FIELD 7-2-2 2-1-1 NR 14 11 11 9 8 9 14 10
DUKE 6-4-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR 20 10 11 11 11
TENNESSEE 7-1-1 0-1-0 15t 17 19t 16 18 17 15 10 12
NORMAN PREFLIGHT 6-0-0 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR 15 18t 17 13 13
GEORGIA TECH 8-3-0 1-2-0 10 8 5 5 13 9 10 NR 14
ILLINOIS 5-4-1 0-2-1 14 NR 14 9 10 NR NR NR 15
EL TORO MARINES 8-1-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR 17 15 16 18t 16
GREAT LAKES NTS 9-2-1 0-2-1 5 6 16 14 14 13 12 12 17
FORT PIERCE 9-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18
ST MARY'S PREFLIGHT 4-4-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
2ND AAF 10-4-1 0-3-1 15t 19 15 NR NR NR 19 20 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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