
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1963  SEASON

Southern  California  was  the  preseason  #1  but maintained  that  ranking  for  only  one  additional  week  as
they  lost  17-12  at  home  to  #3  Oklahoma  (1-0-0)  and  dropped  to  eighth.   The  Trojans  would  lose  two
additional  games  and  finsish  with  a  7-3-0  record  but  they  did  not  make  the  Final  Poll.

The  Sooners  would  stay  #1  for  only  two  weeks  as  they  lost  28-7  to  #2  Texas  (3-0-0)  at  Dallas  and
dropped  to  sixth.

The  Texas  Longhorns  took  over  the  #1  spot  and  would  remain  there  for  the  rest  of  the  season, winning
their  and  Coach  Darrel  Royal's  first  AP  National  Championship.  Their  march  to  the  championship  was
not  without  excitement,  however,  as  they  won  five  games  by  seven  points  or  less.   The  first  was  a
17-13  win  over  unranked  Arkansas  (2-2-0)  at  Little  Rock  followed  by  a  10-6  home  win  over  unranked
Rice  (3-1-0)  and  a  17-12  win  at  unranked  Southern  Methodist  (2-3-0).   After  a  7-0  win  over  unranked
Baylor  (5-1-0),  they  easily  won  17-0  over  unranked  Texas  Christian  (3-3-1),  both  games  at  home.  Then
after  an  idle  week,  a  narrow  15-13  win  at  unranked  Texas  A&M  (2-6-1)  completed  their  regular  season
with  a  10-0-0  record.   In  the  Cotton  Bowl,  the  Longhorns  easily  won  28-6  over  #2  Navy  (9-1-0)  whose
only  loss  had  been  in  their  fourth  game,  32-28  at  unranked  Southern  Methodist  (1-1-0).   Texas  was  the
only  undefeated  and  untied  team  after  the  bowl  games  were  completed.

In  other  postseason  games, #5  Auburn  (9-1-0)  lost  13-6  to  #6  Nebraska  (9-1-0)  in  the  Orange  Bowl  and
#7  Mississippi  (7-0-2)  lost  12-7  to  #8  Alabama  (6-2-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl.

Navy's  junior  quarterback,  Roger  Staubach,  easliy  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  with  senior  quarterback
Billy  Lothridge  of  Georgia  Tech  and  senior  running  back  Sherman  Lewis  of  Michigan  State  finishing
second  and  third,  respectively.  Baylor  quarterback  Don  Trull  was  fourth  and  Texas  running  back  Scott
Appleton  was  fifth,  both  seniors.

Because  of  the  new  format  ranking  only  the  Top  Ten  colleges,  just  4  teams  were  ranked  in  every  poll
of  the  season.

1963  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL FPO PS 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 10

TEXAS 11-0-0 2-0-0 5 4 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
NAVY  9-2-0 1-1-0 9 5 6 4 10t 10 4 4 2 2 2 2 2
ILLINOIS 8-1-1 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR 7 4 2 2 8 8 8 3 3
PITT  9-1-0 0-1-0 NR 10 9 6 3 3 10 8 6 5 5 4 4
AUBURN  9-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 8 5 5 9 9 9 5 5

NEBRASKA 10-1-0 2-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 10 10 7 6 6
MISSISSIPPI  7-1-2 0-1-0 2 NR 10 10 5 5 3 3 3 3 3 7 7
ALABAMA  9-2-0 1-1-0 3 2 2 3 9 6 7 7 7 7 6 9 8
MICHIGAN  STATE  6-2-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 9 4 4 4 10 9
OKLAHOMA  8-2-0 0-2-0 4 3 1 1 6 7 6 6 5 6 10 8 10

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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