
SUMMARY  OF  THE  2012  SEASON

For the 7th time, Southern Cal was the preseason #1, receiving 25 of 60 first place votes.  Their last #1 ranking was
September 22nd in the 2008 season and this preseason #1 is the 91st all-time for the Trojans.  Alabama (17), Louisiana
State (16), Oklahoma (1) and Michigan (1) were the other vote getters.  In the opener for both teams, USC at home
beat Hawaii 49-10 but dropped to #2 and would finish the season 7-5 and not in the Final Poll, this having last occurred 
in 1964 with Mississippi the victim.   Alabama, moved from #2 to #1 with a 41-14 rout of #8 Michigan in the season
opener for both teams played at Arlington, Texas.  It was the fifth consecutive year that Alabama was ranked #1 in
at least one season poll.  The Tide at home easily beat unranked Western Kentucky (1-0)  35-0 and followed with a
52-0 win at #27t Arkansas (1-1).  Back in Tuscaloosa, Alabama beat Florida Atlantic (1-2) 40-7 and Mississippi (3-1)
33-14, both unranked.  In the poll of October 1st, the Tide was a unanimous #1, only the 49th time in 1,043 polls and
their third such honor.  After an idle week, but still a unanimous #1, at unranked Missouri (3-3) Alabama won 42-10.
After a 44-13 win at unranked Tennessee (3-3), the Tide at home won 38-7 against their second ranked opponent,
#13 Mississippi State (7-0) and followed with a 21-17 win at #5 Louisiana State (7-1).  In an upset at home, the Tide
lost to #15 Texas A&M 29-24 and dropped to #4.  Oregon at 10-0, having been #2 for six weeks, became #1 with a 
59-17 win at unranked California (2-8).  At home aganst #14 Stanford (8-2), the Ducks lost 17-14 in overtime and
dropped to #5.  With #2 Kansas State losing to Baylor, #3 Notre Dame became #1 for the 96th time and first since
1993, receiving all 60 votes.  In their last regular season game, the Irish, at unranked Southern Cal (7-4) won 22-13.
At Sun Life Stadium in Miami in the BCS Title Game, the Irish  were routed 42-14 by #2 Alabama (12-1), giving Coach
Nick Saban his 3rd AP National Championship and the 9th for the Tide.
In the Rose Bowl, #8 Stanford prevailed over #28 Wisconsin 20-14, #5 Oregon won 35-17 over #6 Kansas State in  the
in the Fiesta Bowl and #4 Florida was upset 33-23 by #22 Louisville in the Sugar Bowl.  #13 Florida State won 31-10
over #16 Northern Illinois in the Orange Bowl and in the Cotton Bowl, #10 Texas A&M was a 41-13 winner over
#12 Oklahoma.  In the Peach Bowl, #9 Louisiana State lost 25-24 to # 14 Clemson.
Texas A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel won the Heisman Trophy, the first freshman to do so.  Notre Dame linebacker
Manti Te'o and Kansas State quarterback Collin Klein, both seniors, were 2nd and 3rd respectively. Wide receiver
Marqise Lee from Southern Cal was 4th and Ohio State quarterback Braxton Miller was 5th, both sophomores.

2012  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL (2)

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 3 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 9

ALABAMA 13-1 4-1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 2 2 2 1
OREGON 12-1 2-1 5 4 4 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 5 6 5 2
OHIO STATE 12-0 2-0 18 14 12 16 14 12 8 7 9 6 5t 6 4 4 3 3
NOTRE DAME 12-1 3-1 26 22 20 11 10 9 7 5 5 4 4 3 1 1 1 4
GEORGIA 12-2 3-2 6 7 7 5 5 5 14 13 12 7 5t 5 3 3 7 5t

TEXAS A&M 11-2 2-2 36 37t NR 38t 35 28 22 20 22 16 15 9 9 10 10 5t
STANFORD 11-2 3-1 21 25 21 9 8 18 17 22 19 15 16 14 11 8 8 7
SOUTH CAROLINA 11-2 4-2 9 9t 8 7 6 6 3 9 17 11 12 12 13 11 11 8
FLORIDA 11-3 5-2 23 24 18 14 11 10 4 3 3 8 7 7 6 5 4 9
FLORIDA STATE 12-2 2-1 7 6 5t 4 4 3 12 12 11 9 8 10 10 13 13 10

CLEMSON 11-2 1-2 14 12 11 10 17 15t 16 14 14 10 10 11 12 15 14 11
KANSAS STATE 11-2 2-1 22 21 15 15 7 7 6 4 4 3 3 2 7 7 6 12
LOUISVILLE 11-2 1-0 25 23 19 20 19 19 18 16 16 12 11 20 19 27 22 13
LOUISIANA STATE 10-3 2-3 3 3 3 2 3 4 9 6 6 5 9 8 8 9 9 14
OKLAHOMA 10-3 1-3 4 5 5t 6 16 17 13 10 8 14 14 13 14 12 12 15

UTAH STATE 11-2 1-0 NR NR 41t NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 40 36t 25t 20 18 16
NORTHWESTERN 10-3 1-2 NR NR 39t 28 26 24 40t 31t NR 34 30 40 27t 22 21 17
BOISE STATE 11-2 0-0 24 26 26 24 24 27 24 24 21 19 34 31 27t 25 20 18
TEXAS 9-4 1-2 15 17 14 12 12 11 15 29 27 29 19t 18 18 23 29 19
OREGON STATE 9-4 0-3 NR NR 29 26 18 14 10 8 7 13 13 15 16 16 15 20

SAN JOSE STATE 11-2 0-2 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 40 36t 33 26 24 21
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 12-2 0-1 41t NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 37t 32 26 27 24 19 16 22
VANDERBILT 9-4 0-4 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 38t 31 27 23
MICHIGAN 8-5 1-5 8 19 17 18 28 31 25 23 20 37 28 23t 20 21 19 24
NEBRASKA 10-4 2-2 17 16 27t 25 22 21 34 34 30 21 18 16 17 14 23 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games.  Ties  after  four  periods  decided  by  overtime.
(2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included.
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