
SUMMARY  OF  THE  2005  SEASON

Southern  Cal,  for  the  fifth  time  and  repeating  from  2004,  was  the  preseason  # 1,  receiving  60 of  65  first
place  votes.   # 2  Texas  received  4  votes  and  # 11  Louisville  received  their  first  ever  #1  vote.  The  Trojans
were  trying  for  an  unprecedented  third  consecutive  AP  National  Championship  and  came  within  19  seconds
of  that  feat  when  #2  Texas  defeated  USC  41-38  in  the  BCS  Championship  game  at  the  Rose  Bowl,  ending
USC's  34  game  winning  streak  that  included  wins  over  9  ranked  teams.   In  2005,  wins  in  away  games  were  
achieved  45-13  over  # 24  Oregon,  38-28  over  # 14  Arizona  State  and  a  last  minute  34-31  thriller  over  # 9
Notre  Dame.   USC  concluded  the  regular  season  with  home  wins  50-42  over  #  16  Fresno  State  and  66-19
over  #11  UCLA.

Texas  won  their  third  Associated  Press  National  Championship  and  the  first  since  1969.   It  was  the  first
championship  for  Coach  Mack  Brown  as  the  Longhorns  finished  at  13-0  with  an  early  season  25-22  win
at  # 4  Ohio  State  and  a  mid-season  52-17  home  win  over  # 10  Texa  Tech. The  Rose  Bowl  win  over  USC
extended the Longhorn's  winning  streak  to  20  games.

In  other  BCS  Bowl  games,  # 3  Penn  State  won  26-23  in  three  overtimes  against  # 22  Florida  State  at
the  Orange  Bowl,  # 4  Ohio  State  won  34-20  over  # 5  Notre  Dame  at  the  Fiesta  Bowl  and  #14  West
Virginia  held  on  for  a  38-35  win  over  # 8  Georgia  at  the  Sugar  Bowl.   Notable  upsets  were  # 26  Oklahoma
17-14  over  # 6  Oregon  at  the  Holiday  Bowl  and  # 34t  Nebraska  32-28  over  #28  Michigan  at  the  Alamo
Bowl,  denying  the  Wolverines  a  Final Poll  ranking  for  for  the  first  timesince  1984.  In  other  bowl  games,
Virginia  Tech  gained  a  Top  Ten  finish  with  a 35-24  win  over  Louisville  in  the  Gator  Bowl  and  Alabama
climbed  to  # 8  with  a  13-10  Cotton  Bowl  win  over  Texas Tech.

USC  running  back  Reggie  Bush  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  Texas  quarterback  Vince  Young  was
runnerup,  both  juniors.   Three  quarterbacks,  senior  and  2004  winner  Matt  Leinhart  of  Southern  Cal,
junior  Brady  Quinn  of  Notre  Dame  and  senior  Michael  Robinson  of  Penn  State,  finished  third,  fourth
and  fifth,  respectively.  Bush's  Heisman  award  was  later  vacated in 2010.

2005  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 6 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 6

TEXAS 13-0 4-0 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1
SOUTHERN  CAL 12-1 4-1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
PENN  STATE 11-1 3-0 37 36t 35t 34 29 16 8 12 11 10 6 5 4 4 3 3
OHIO  STATE 10-2 1-2 6 4 9 8 8 6 15 14 12 12 10 9 7 6 4 4
WEST  VIRGINIA 11-1 2-1 45t 45 42 33 30 34 26 20 18 18 16 13 12 12 11 5

LOUISIANA  STATE 11-2 4-1 5 5 3 3 4 11 10 7 7 6 5 4 3 3 10 6
VIRGINIA  TECH 11-2 3-2 8 7 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 8 7 5 5 12 7
ALABAMA 10-2 2-2 26 26 26 20 15 7 6 5 5 4 4 8 14 14 13 8
NOTRE  DAME 9-3 0-2 45t 20 10 16 13 12 9 9 9 8 7 6 6 7 5 9
GEORGIA 10-3 1-3 13 9 7 7 7 5 5 4 4 11 9 14 13 13 8 10

TEXAS  CHRISTIAN 11-1 1-0 NR 22 37 NR NR 31 25 21 20 20 18 15 15 15 14 11
FLORIDA 9-3 2-2 10 10 6 5 5 13 11 18 16 13 12 20 19 17 16 12t
OREGON 10-2 1-2 27 27 27 24 31 25 20 15 14 15 11 10 8 8 6 12t
AUBURN 9-3 2-2 16 28 30 28 26 22 21 16 19 17 15 11 9 9 7 14
WISCONSIN 10-3 1-1 40 32 29 29 17 14 23 19 15 14 19 25 24 21 21 15

UCLA 10-2 2-1 33 34 34 25 20 20 12 8 8 7 14 12 11 11 17 16
MAIMI-FLA 9-3 2-2 9 14 13 12 9 9 7 6 6 5 3 3 10 10 9 17
BOSTON  COLLEGE 9-3 1-2 22 19 17 27 21 18 14 13 13 19 28 23 21 19 19 18
LOUISVILLE 9-3 0-2 12 12 11 9 24 23 19 27 26 24 23 18 17 16 15 19
TEXAS  TECH 9-3 2-2 21 21 19 19 16 15 13 10 17 16 13 21 18 18 18 20

CLEMSON 8-4 1-2 41t 25 20 26 32 NR NR NR NR NR NR 30 25 22 23 21
OKLAHOMA 8-4 2-4 7 18 21 NR NR NR NR NR NR 29 30 27 32 26 26 22
FLORIDA  STATE 8-5 3-3 14 11 8 6 6 4 4 11 10 9 17 22 23 28 22 23
NEBRASKA 8-4 0-2 41t NR NR NR NR 26 29 26 NR NR NR NR NR 33t 34t 24
CALIFORNIA 8-4 0-3 19 16 15 13 12 10 18 25 24 23 26 34t 35 32 31 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games.  Ties  after  four  periods  decided  by  overtime.
(2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included.
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