SUMMARY OF THE 1966 SEASON

Alabama was the preseason #1 getting 15 first place votes to 12 for #2 Michigan State. The idle Tide
dropped to #3 while Michigan State opened their season with a 28-10 home win over unranked North
Carolina State (0-0-0). The Spartans followed with a 42-8 home win over unranked Penn State (1-0-0)
and stayed #1 with a 26-10 win at unranked /llinois (0-1-0) and a 20-7 home win over unranked Michigan
(2-1-0). After a narrow 11-8 win over unranked Ohio State (1-2-0), the Spartans switched places with
#2 Notre Dame who improved to 4-0-0 with a 32-0 victory at home over unranked North Carolina (2-1-0)
and followed with a 35-0 win at #10 Oklahoma (4-0-0) for their third straight shutout.

The Irish remained #1 with a 31-7 win over unranked Navy (3-3-0) at Philadelphia and followed with
home shutouts of 40-0 over Pittsburgh (1-6-0) and 64-0 over Duke (4-4-0), both unranked. The next
week, the Irish traveled to #2 Michigan State for the second "GAME OF THE CENTURY"” (the first was
the 0-0 tie between #1 Army and #2 Notre Dame 20 years earlier) and tied the Spartans 10-10 after
being down 10-0 and losing quarterback Terry Hanratly to injury. The Irish would remain #1 with 37
first place votes compared to 27 for the Spartans although controversy would prevail as Notre Dame
coach Ara Parseghian was accused of "playing for a tie". The game featured no less than seven
consensus All-Americans including running back Nick Eddy (did not play due to injury), linebacker Jim
Lynch, defensive lineman Alan Page and offensive lineman Tom Regner from the Irish and running back
Clint Jones, defensive lineman Charles "Bubba” Smith and defensive back George Webster from the
Michigan State Spartans.

Whatever was Parseghian’s actual decision, it was a correct one as the Irish completed their season
at #10 Southern California (7-2-0) with a 571-0 win over the Rose Bow/ bound Trojans. It was the sixth
shutout for the tough Irish defense which had allowed only 31 points (a blocked punt had accounted
for Navy's only touchdown). The tie with the Irish was Michigan State's last game and they could not
go to the Rose Bowl because of their 1965 season appearance. Unlike 1965, there was no poll after
the bowl games and Notre Dame won their fifth AP National Championship and the first since 1949.

Coach Ara Parseghian won his first AP National Championship in his third year as coach of the Irish.

In postseason games, #3 Alabama (10-0-0) won 34-7 over #6 Nebraska (9-1-0) in the Sugar Bow/ and
#4 Georgia (9-1-0) won 24-9 over #10 Southern Methodist (8-2-0) in the Cotton Bowl.

Quarterback Steve Spurrier of Florida easily won the Heisman Trophy and quarterback Bob Griese of
Purdue was runnerup. Running back Nick Eddy of Notre Dame was third, UCLA quarterback Gary
Beban was fourth and Syracuse running back Floyd Little was again fifth. Also in the Top Ten were
Michigan State’s running back Clint Jones in sixth place, UCLA running back Mel Farr was seventh and
Notre Dame quarterback Terry Hanratly finished eighth. All were seniors except junior Beban and
sophomore Hanratly.

1966 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

(Only 10 teams ranked)
DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL | FPO | PS|[ 20| 27| 4 |11 [18| 25| 1 | 8 [15| 22| 29| 4

NOTRE DAME 9-0-1 1014 [ 6 8 4 3 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
MICHIGAN STATE 9-0-1 101 [2 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
ALABAMA 1100 100 [ 1 3 3 4 3 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3
GEORGIA 10-1-0  21-0 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 9 9 7 4 4
UCLA 910 000 [ 4 2 2 2 4 3 3 3 8 8 6 5 5
NEBRASKA 920 010 [ 3 4 6 7 6 7 8 6 4 4 4 6 6
PURDUE 920 120 | 8 7 NR NR 9 9 NR NR NR 10 8 7 7
GEORGIA TECH 920 010 [NR NR 9 9 7 6 6 5 5 5 5 8 8
MIAMI-FLA 8-2-1 1-0-0 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 9 9
SO METHODIST 830 0220 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 10 10

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bowl games
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