SUMMARY OF THE 1998 SEASON

For the sixth time, Ohio State was the preseason #1 and would hold that spot for ten weeks. Achieving
an 8-0 record, the Buckeyes defeated three ranked teams starting with a 34-17 win over #11 West
Virginia (0-0), a 35-14 home win over #21 Missouri (2-0) and a 28-9 home win over #7 Penn State (3-0).

After five additional wins, 49-0 over Toledo (1-0) at home, 41-0 at linois (2-3), 45-15 over Minnesota (3-2)

at home, 36-10 at Northwestern (2-5) and 38-7 at Indiana (3-4), all unranked, the Buckeyes were upset at
home, 28-24 by unranked Michigan State (4-4) and dropped to seventh. Tennessee, at 8-0, moved to #1

after holding the #2 ranking for two weeks. Earlier, the Volunteers had won at #17 Syracuse 34-33 in the
season opener for both teams, won at home 20-17 over #2 Florida and 22-3 at #7 Georgia, all rankings at the
time the the games were played. Tennessee completed the regular season with 3 more wins; 28-24 at home
over #10 Arkansas (8-0), 59-21 at home over #26 Kentucky (7-3) and 41-0 at unranked Vanderbilt (2-8). In the
SEC championship game at Atlanta, Tennessee won 24-14 over #23 Mississippi State (8-3).

The Bowl! Alliance was replaced by the Bow/ Champioship Series, matching #1 and #2 and now including
the Fiesta, Orange, Rose and Sugar Bowls, each hosting the Championship game on a rotating basis. In
this first year, Tennessee was a 23-16 Fiesta Bow! winner over Florida State, also #2 in the AP poll, and
claimed their second and Coach Phillip Fulmer's first AP National Championship, receiving all 70 first
place votes and defeating five Final Poll opponents. Ohio State finished #2 with a 24-14 Sugar Bow/ win
over Texas A&M. 12-0 Tulane was only #7 as their weak schedule had no Final Poll Opponents.

Ricky Williams, Texas' senior running back won the Heisman Trophy and Michael Bishop, Kansas State's senior

quarterback, was runnerup. UCLA senior Cade McNown was third, Kentucky junior Tim Couch was fourth and
Syracuse senior Donovan McNabb was fifth, all quarterbacks. Tennessee had no player in the Top Ten.

1998 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL (2)
COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC|[JAN
TOTAL | FPO |[PS| 7 [14 | 21|28 5 [12[19[ 26| 2 | 9 |16 23|30 7 | 6
TENNESSEE 130 50 [ 8 6 4 3 4 3 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 A1
OHIO STATE 111 40 [ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 41 1 1 7 7 5 6 3 2
FLORIDA STATE 11-2 51 [ 2 2 11 10 9 8 6 6 5 6 5 5 4 4 2 3
ARIZONA 111 11 [24 21 16 16 14 10 16 14 13 10 9 8 7 6 5 4
FLORIDA 102 22 |3 3 2 8 8 6 5 5 6 5 4 4 8 7 7 5
WISCONSIN 111 31 [20 17 14 14 13 12 9 9 9 8 8 13 10 8 9 6
TULANE 120 00 [43 37t 37 32t 27 25 24 22 19 15t 14 12 11 9 10 7
UCLA 102 22 |7 6 4 3 4 3 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 6 8
GEORGIA TECH 10-2 31 [ 28 40 NR 39t 33t 33 25 20 23 23 22 21 17 12 12 9
KANSAS STATE 112 32 |6 5 5 5 5 5 4 4 4 4 2 2 2 2 4 10
TEXAS A&M 11-3 33 [14 18 17 17 18 18 10 8 8 7 6 6 6 10 8 11
MICHIGAN 10-3 33 | 5 13 32 27 25 27 26 26 22 22 15 11 15 15 15 12
AIR FORCE 121 0-0 [NR 33 30 23t 35 34t 31t 29 26 25 23 20 18 17 16 13
GEORGIA 93 13 [19 15 12 13 12 7 13 11 11 19 17 14 12 19 19 14
TEXAS 9-3 22 [26 23 39t NR 31 NR 33t 34t 31 20 18 25 26 20 20 15
ARKANSAS 93 02 [40 NR 46 40t 22 20 17 15 14 11 10 9 13 11 11 16
PENN STATE 93 13 (13 9 8 7 7 13 12 10 10 9 19 16 23 22 22 17
VIRGINIA 93 13 [16 12 10 11 10 9 7 16 15 12 21 18 16 14 14 18
NEBRASKA 94 14 |4 4 3 2 2 2 8 7 7 14 11 17 14 13 13 19
MIAMI-FLA 93 1-3 [36t 35 31 44t 36 29 NR NR 25 24 24 22 19 29 24 20
MISSOURI 84 04 [29 25 21 25 23t 21 20 19 18 18 13 19 24 24 23 21
NOTRE DAME 93 21 [22 10 23 23t 23t 22 18 18 16 13 12 10 9 16 17 22
VIRGINIA TECH 93 12 [NR 36 26 21 19 17 14 23 20 15t 16 23 20 25 26 23
PURDUE 94 1-3 [32 NR 45 36 NR 34t NR NR NR NR 34t 31t 28 28 29 24
SYRACUSE 84 32 [17 19 13 12 11 24 23 21 17 15t 28 24 21 18 18 25

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bowl games. Ties after four periods decided by overtime.
(2) Rankings lower than 25 included
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