SUMMARY OF THE 1969 SEASON

Ohio State started the 1969 season where they finished in 1968, #1, and were the preseason choice of
26 voters. #2 Arkansas received 2 first place votes and #3 Penn State had 3 fpv.

The Buckeyes were idle after the first regular season poll but followed with a 62-0 home win over Texas
Christian (0-1-0) and followed with a 41-14 win at Washington (0-2-0), both unranked, before starting their
conference schedule with a 54-21 home romp over #19 Michigan State (2-1-0). They continued as #1 with
wins of 34-7 at Minnesota (0-3-1), 41-0 at home over lllinois (0-5-0), 35-6 at Northwestern (2-4-0) and 62-7
at home over Wisconsin (2-5-0), all unranked. At 7-0-0, they won 42-14 at home over #10 Purdue (7-1-0)
and ran their #1 streak to thirteen straight weeks, including the last three of 1968.

Another perfect regular season was denied the Buckeyes as they lost 24-12 at arch rival #12 Michigan
(7-2-0), dropping Ohio State to fourth. Texas at 9-0-0, after a 49-12 win at unranked Texas A&M (2-7-0),
took over as #1 afler seven straight weeks at #2. The very next week they were at #2 Arkansas (9-0-0)
and nipped the Razorbacks 15-14, completing their regular season at 10-0-0.

The new Final Poll format forced Notre Dame lo reconsider their ban on postseason bow! games (the Irish
had appeared in only one bowl game, the 1925 Rose Bowl! win over Stanford) and were the Longhorns
opponent in the Cotton Bowl. The #9 Irish (8-1-1) were a worthy opponent, losing 21-17 when Texas
scored the winning touchdown with only 1:08 left in the game. On that outstanding effort, despite losing,
the Irish improved to #5 in the Final Poll. The Longhorns were AP National Champions for the second
time under Coach Darrel Royal. Penn State, with a 10-3 win over #6 Missouri (9-1-0) in the Orange bowi,
retained their #2 ranking and perfect season but received only 7 first place votes compared to 36 for
Texas. #5 Southern California moved up to ¥3 with their 10-3 Rose Bow! win over #8 Michigan. Only a
14-14 tie at Notre Dame denied the Trojans a perfect season and possible national champioship.

Oklahoma running back Steve Owens won the Heisman Trophy with quarterbacks Mike Phipps of Purdue
second, Rex Kern of Ohio State third and Archie Manning of Mississippi fourth. Penn State defensive
lineman Mike Reid was fifth. All were seniors except juniors Kern and Manning.

1969 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC |JAN
TOTAL | FPO | PS |23 [ 30| 7 |14 21| 28| 4 [11[18] 25| 2 | 9 | 4

TEXAS 1100 200 4 4 4 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 _ 1
PENN STATE 1100 3800| 3 2 2 5 5 8 5 5 5 5 3 3 2 2
SOUTHERN CAL 001 401|565 5 5 4 3 7 6 6 6 6 5 5 5 3
OHIO STATE 810 1140] 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 4 4
NOTRE DAME 821 02111 9 NR 15 11 12 10 8 9 8 8 9 9 5
MISSOURI 920 220]10 11 © 7 6 5 14 9 8 7 6 6 6 6
ARKANSAS 920 020 2 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 3 2 2 3 7
MISSISSIPPI 830 310 9 8 20 NR 19 17 NR 17 18 13 14 14 13 8
MICHIGAN 830 220 |NR 20 13 NR 13 NR 20 18 14 12 7 7 7 9
LOUISIANA STATE 910 110 |NR NR 16 14 9 O 8 12 12 10 9 8 8 10
NEBRASKA 920 120 |NR NR NR 20t NR NR NR 20t 17 16 13 13 14 11
HOUSTON 920 210 7 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 19 18 19 17t 12
UCLA 811 01117 14 11 11 8 6 9 7 7 6 11 10 10 13
FLORIDA 911 210 |NR 12 12 12 10 10 7 13 15 15 17 18 15 14
TENNESSEE 920 12015 19 10 10 7 3 3 3 3 9 10 12 11 15
COLORADO 830 120]NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 NR NR NR NR NR NR 16
WEST VIRGINIA 101-0 010 |[NR NR 18 17 NR NR NR NR NR 18 19 16 19 17
PURDUE 820 22018 16 8 9 17 15 13 10 10 17 16 15 17t 18
STANFORD 721 02116 NR 17 16 18 19 16 14 13 14 15 17 16 19
AUBURN 830 130 |20 17 NR 20t 15 14 17 11 11 11 12 11 12 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bowl! games
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