
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1973  SEASON

Southern  California,  the  1972  National  Champion,  was  the  natural  choice  for  preseason  #1  and  this  was
confirmed  when  they  received  55  of  63  first  place  votes.   After  an  idle  week,  they  won  17-0  at  home  over
unranked  Arkansas  in  the  opener  for  both  teams  and  followed   with  a  23-6  win  at  unranked  Georgia  Tech
(0-1-0).   The  Trojans  run  of  18  straight  weeks  at  #1  and  a  14  game  undefeated  streak  came  to  an  end
when  they  were  tied  7-7  at  home  by  #8  Oklahoma  (1-0-0).

Ohio  State  took  over  as  #1  and  held  that  position  for  eight  straight  weeks  until  they  were  tied  10-10  at
#4  Michigan  (10-0-0),  dropping  the  Buckeyes  to  third  and  denying  both  teams  a  perfect  regular  season.
Alabama,  who  had  been  #2  for  six  straight  weeks,  rose  to  #1  while  the  Wolverines  stayed  at  #4  and
Oklahoma  became  #2  with  only  the  USC  tie  as  a  blemish  on  their  record.  The  Tide  finished  their  regular
season  at  Birmingham  with  a  35-0  win  over  unranked  Auburn  (6-4-0)  and  awaited  a  matchup  with
udefeated  #3  Notre  Dame  (10-0-0).   It  would  be  the  first  ever  meeting  between  the  schools.

In  a  thrilling  New  Year's  Eve  night  game  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,  the  Irish  nipped  the  Tide  24-23  in  a  game  
that  saw  several  lead  changes  and  a  daring  third  down  conversion  by  the  Irish  to  avoid  punting  from 
their  own  end  zone  with  less  than  two  minutes  to  play.   The  Irish  won  their  sixth  AP  National  Championship
and  the  second  under  Coach  Ara  Parseghian.  Notre  Dame  received  33  first  place  votes  with  #2  Ohio  State,
a  42-17  Rose  Bowl  winner  over  Southern  California,  receiving  11  fpv.   #3  Oklahoma,  who  did  not  play  in  a
bowl  game, had  16  fpv.   Alabama  finished  at  #4  and  Penn  State  completed  the  Top  Five  with  a  16-9  win
over  Louisiana  State  in  the  Orange  Bowl.

Running  back  John  Cappelletti  of  Penn  State  easily  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  with  offensive  lineman  John
Hicks  of  Ohio  State  second,  both  seniors.  Junior  running  back  Roosevelt  Leaks  of  Texas  was  third  and
senior  quarterback  David  Jaynes  of  Kansas  was  fourth.   Sophomore  running  back  Archie  Griffin  and  senior
linebacker  Randy  Gradishar,  both  of  Ohio  State,  finished  fifth  and  sixth,  respectively  in  the  voting.   Notre
Dame  did  not  have  one  player  in  the  Top  Ten  vote  getters.

1973  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 11 18 25 2 9 16 23 30 6 13 20 27 4 3

NOTRE  DAME 11-0-0 2-0-0 8 8 8 7 8 9 8 8 5 5 5 5 5 3 1
OHIO  STATE 10-0-1 1-0-1 2 3 3 3 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 4 2
OKLAHOMA 10-0-1 4-0-1 11t 11 9 8 6 6 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 3
ALABAMA 11-1-0 2-1-0 6 6 4 5 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 4
PENN  STATE 12-0-0 3-0-0 7 7 7 6 7 7 5 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 5

MICHIGAN 10-0-1 0-0-1 5 5 5 4 5 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 5 6
NEBRASKA  9-2-1 4-2-0 4 2 2 2 2 2 11 10 13 11 10 10 13 12 7
SOUTHERN CAL  9-2-1 1-2-1 1 1 1 1 4 4 6 6 9 8 9 9 7 7 8
ARIZONA STATE 11-1-0 0-0-0 14 13 13 13 12 11 12 11 8 14 13 13 11 10 9t
HOUSTON 11-1-0 1-0-0 18 18 16 15 14 14 14 12 18 15 15 14 14 14 9t

TEXAS  TECH 11-1-0 1-1-0 20 20 NR NR NR NR NR 18 15 12 12 12 12 11 11
UCLA  9-2-0 0-2-0 10 16 18 17 16 15 13 13 10 9 8 8 10 9 12
LOUISIANA STATE  9-3-0 0-3-0 16 15 11 10 10 10 9 9 7 7 7 7 8 13 13
TEXAS  8-3-0 1-2-0 3 4 6 14 13 13 NR 19 19t 13 11 11 9 8 14
MIAMI-OHIO 11-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 20 20 16 16 17 17 15 15 15 15

NO CAROLINA  ST  9-3-0 2-2-0 17 17 14 19 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 16 16 16 16
MISSOURI  8-4-0 1-2-0 NR NR 20t 20 15 12 NR NR 12 10 14 19 20 NR 17
KANSAS  7-4-1 1-4-0 NR NR NR NR NR 19 18 17 NR 18 18 20t 17 19 18
TENNESSEE  8-4-0 1-2-0 9 9 10 9 9 8 10 14 11 16 16 NR 19 20 19
MARYLAND  8-4-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 18 20t
TULANE  9-3-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR 18 17 15 14 NR NR 17 NR 17 20t

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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