SUMMARY OF THE 1971 SEASON

For the fifth time, Notre Dame was the preseason #1, edging #2 Nebraska by only 15 points in the voting.
In the first regular season poll, the idle Irish and Nebraska switched places as the Cornhuskers started
with an impressive 34-7 home win over unranked Oregon (0-0-0) and added other non-conference wins

of 35-7 over Minnesota (1-0-0), 34-7 over Texas A&M (1-1-0) and 42-6 over Utah State (3-0-0), all unranked
and all games at Lincoin.

The Huskers first Big Eight Conference game was a 36-0 shutout at unranked Missouri (1-3-0). After a
55-0 home shutout of Kansas (3-2-0), they won 41-13 at unranked Oklahoma State (3-1-1). Then came
their first win over a ranked opponent, an easy 31-7 victory at home over #9 Colorado (6-1-0). They
continued with a 37-0 shutout at home of unranked lowa State (4-3-0) and won 44-17 at unranked Kansas
State (4-5-0). After an idle week for both teams, the #1 Huskers, now 10-0-0, traveled to #2 Oklahoma
for still another "GAME OF THE CENTURY". College football fans were treated to a thrilling 35-31 see-saw
Nebraska win for the conference championship. The Huskers traveled to Hawaii for an easy 45-3 win
over the unranked Rainbows (7-3-0) before facing 11-0-0 and #2 Alabama in the Orange Bowl. Their easy
38-6 win over the Tide gave Nebraska and Coach Bob Devaney a repeat AP National Championship and a
13-0-0 record, the first to achieve a 13 win season. Nebraska was a unanimous selection, receiving all
55 first place votes as they defeated the #2, #3 and $4 teams in the Final Poll. Oklahoma's 40-22 win
over Auburn in the Sugar Bowl and Colorado's 29-17 win over Houston in the Bluebonnet Bow/ gave the
Big Eight Conference an unprecedented #1, #2 and #3 Final Poll ranking. Nebraska's win over Alabama
was even more impressive as the Tide had defeated six Final Poll opponents.

Stanford jumped from #16 to #10 with their 13-12 win over previously undefeated and #4 Michigan in the
Rose Bow/ and Penn State claimed the #5 spot with their easy 30-6 Cotton Bowl! win over Texas.

Auburn quarterback Pat Sullivan won the Heisman Trophy. Cornell's Ed Marinaro was second, Oklahoma's
Greg Pruitt was third, Alabama’s Johnny Musso was fourth and Penn State’s Lydell Mitchell was fifth, all
running backs. Nebraska quarterback Jerry Tagge was seventh. All were seniors except junior Pruitt.

1971 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL
COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC[JAN
TOTAL | FPO |PS| 142128 | 5 [12]19] 26| 2 | 9 [16] 23|30 7 | 4
NEBRASKA 1300 300] 2 1 41 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
OKLAHOMA 1110 31010 10 11 8 8 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 2
COLORADO 10-2-0 220|NR 12 10 6 5 6 11 9 13 12 10 8 8 7 3
ALABAMA 1110 61016 9 8 7 6 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 2 2 4
PENN STATE 1110 110]12 14 12 9 O 9 7 6 6 5 6 6 5 10 5
MICHIGAN 1110 010] 4 4 4 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 6
GEORGIA 111-0 11018 11 14 11 10 8 8 7 7 7 8 7 7 6 7
ARIZONA STATE 1110 100 |14 16 15 13 12 11 14t 13 10 9 9 9 9O 8 8
TENNESSEE 1020 220| 8 8 9 12 13 14 18 16 11 11 11 11 12 9 9
STANFORD 930 30019 13 13 10 19 15 10 17 12 10 18 16 16 16 10
LOUISIANA STATE 930 1-30] 9 NR 18 16 16 12 13 11 18 20 14 10 10 11 11
AUBURN 920 220 6 7 5 5 4 5 5 5 5 6 5 5 6 5 12
NOTRE DAME 820 020|1 2 2 4 7 7 6 12 8 8 6 13 14 13 13
TOLEDO 12-0-0 0-0-0 |[NR NR 19 NR 20 17 14t 15 14 14 13 14 13 14 14
MISSISSIPPI 10-2-0 1-2-0 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 18 18t 17 15
ARKANSAS 831 110 7 6 7 18 17 16 9 8 16 17 17 17 16 18 16
HOUSTON 930 0-3-0 | NR 20 NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 18 16 15 15 15 17
TEXAS 830 0303 3 3 3 3 10 16 14 15 13 12 12 11 12 18
WASHINGTON 830 020 NR NR NR 15 11 18 NR NR 20 19 NR 20 20 20 19
SOUTHERN CAL 641 230| 5 17 16 17 NR NR NR 20 17 15 15 NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bowl games
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