
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1996  SEASON

Nebraska,  for  the  fifth  time,  was  the  preseason  #1  and  opened  their  season  at  home  with  a  55-14  win  over
#30  Michigan  State  (1-0).   After  an  idle  week,  the  Huskers  were  shocked  19-0  at  #17  Arizona  State  (1-0)  and
dropped  to  eighth.   The  last  time  Nebraska  was  held  scoreless  was  a  27-0  loss  at  Oklahoma  in  1973.

Florida  jumped  from  #4  to  #1  after  a  35-29  win  at  #2  Tennessee  (2-0)  and  would  stay  #1  for  nine  more  weeks
in  achieving  a  10-0  record.  During  that  time,  they  had  home  wins  of  56-13  over  #12  Louisiana  State  (4-0)  and
51-10  over  #16  Auburn  (5-1).   Against  unranked  teams,  the  Gators  had  home  wins  over  Kentucky  (65-0)  and
South  Carolina  (52-25)  and  away  wins  at  Arkansas  (42-7)  and  Vanderbilt  (28-21).  At  Jacksonville,  in  the  annual
game  with  unranked  Georgia  (3-4),  Florida  prevailed  47-7.

On  November  30th  at  #2  Florida  State  (10-0),  in  the  thirty-first  matchup  of  #1  vs  #2,  Florida  lost  24-21  and
dropped  to  fourth.   Florida  State's  regular  season  was  complete  with  the  win  and  awaited  their  bowl  game
opponent.   On  December  7th  at  Atlanta  in  the  SEC  championship  game,  Florida  was  a  45-30  winner  over
#15  Alabama  (9-2)  and,  in  the  Bowl  Alliance  rankings,  gained  the  right  for  a  rematch  with  Florida  State  in
the  Sugar  Bowl.   The  Gators  avenged  their  earlier  loss  with  an  impressive  52-20  win  over  the  Seminoles.
Ohio  State's  20-17  win  over  Arizona  State  in  the  Rose  Bowl  paved  the  way  for  Florida's  claim  to  their  and
Coach  Steve  Spurrier's  first  AP  National  Championship.  Florida  received  65 1/2  of  the  67  first  place  votes
and  was  5-1  against  Final  Poll  opponents.   At  #25,  Army  made  their  first  Final  Poll  appearance  since  1958.

Florida's  senior  quarterback,  Danny  Wuerffel,  won  the  Heisman  Trophy.  Troy  Davis,  Iowa  State's  junior
running  back,  was  runnerup  and  Arizona  States's  senior  quarterback,  Jake  Plummer,  was  third.  Outland
and  Lombardi  Trophy  winner  Orlando  Pace,  junior  offensive  lineman  from  Ohio  State,  was  fourth  and
senior  running  back  Warrick  Dunn  from  Florida  State  was  fifth.

1996  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL (2)

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) AUG SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 26 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 9 4

FLORIDA 12-1 5-1 4 4 4 4 4 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 3 1
OHIO STATE 11-1 4-1 9 9 10 8 7 4 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 6 5 4 2
FLORIDA STATE 11-1 3-1 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 1 1 3
ARIZONA  STATE 11-1 2-1 20 20 20 18 17 6 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 2 2 4
BYU 14-1 2-1 36 19 16 14 26 24 21 19 18 15 13 12 10 8 7 6 5 5

NEBRASKA 11-2 3-2 1 1 1 1 1 8 7 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 4 3 6 6
PENN STATE 11-2 3-2 11 7 7 6 5 3 4 10 10 17 15 14 11 7 8 8 7 7
COLORADO 10-2 2-1 5 5 5 5 12 12 10 9 9 8 7 7 6t 6 5 7 8 8
TENNESSEE 10-2 3-2 2 2 2 2 2 9 9 7 6 6 6 6 12 9 9 9 9 9
NORTH CAROLINA 10-2 1-1 31 33 24 12 11 11 15 13 11 9 8 8 6t 13 13 13 12 10

ALABAMA 10-3 3-2 15 13 14 13 13t 14 13 8 7 7 10 10 8 15 15 15 16 11
LOUISIANA STATE 10-2 1-2 19 18 17 20 21 17 14 12 17 13 12 11 17 18 19 17 17 12
VIRGINIA TECH 10-2 1-2 16 14 15 19 18 18 26 30 27 27 26 25 21 17 17 11 10 13
MIAMI-FLA  9-3 1-2 12 11 11 10 10 10 8 6 12 25 22 21 18 25 23 19 19 14
NORTHWESTERN  9-3 2-2 18 15 13 27 27 25 22 15 14 11 11 18 13 11 11 10 11 15

WASHINGTON  9-3 1-3 26 26 28 30t 24 21 18 16 25 23 21 19 15 12 12 12 13 16
KANSAS STATE  9-3 0-3 21 21 21 17 16 16 16 22 21 16 14 13 9 14 14 14 14 17
IOWA  9-3 1-2 22 22 22 21 19 29 34t 32t 30 20 25 23 29 24 22 21 21 18
NOTRE DAME  8-3 2-1 6 6 6 9 9 5 11 11 8 19 19 17 14 10 10 18 18 19
MICHIGAN  8-4 2-3 14 12 12 11 8 7 6 14 13 10 9 9 16 21 18 16 15 20

SYRACUSE  9-3 2-2 10 10 9 23 23 NR 34t 34 28 32t 27 24 19 16 16 22 23 21
WYOMING 10-2 0-1 42t 38 35 41t 31 26 25 24 23 18 17 16 23 20 21 20 22 22
TEXAS  8-5 1-3 8 8 8 7 6 13 23 25 NR NR NR NR 33 29 31t 27 20 23
AUBURN  8-4 1-3 17 16 18 15 13t 22 20 18 16 22 24 22 20 26 27 29 29 24
ARMY 10-2 0-1 NR NR NR NR NR 41 NR NR 32 29 28 27 22 27 24 23 24 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games.  Ties  after  four  periods  decided  by  overtime.
(2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included
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