
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1986  SEASON

For  a  record  seventh  time  and  repeat  of  1985,  Oklahoma  was  the  preseason  #1  and  opened  the  season
at  home  on  September  6th  with  a  38-3  win  over  #4  UCLA  (0-0-0)   After  an  idle  week,  the  Sooners  romped
63-0  at  home  over  unranked  Minnesota  (1-0-0).   However,  the  following  week,  Oklahoma  traveled  to
#2  Miami-Fla  (3-0-0)  and  lost  28-16,  dropping  to  sixth.

Miami-Fla  became  #1  and  would  stay  there  for  the  balance  of  the  regular  season,  finishing  at  11-0-0.   The
Hurricanes  only  other  win  over  a  ranked  team  was  in  their  second  game,  23-15  at  #13  Florida  (1-0-0).
While  #1,  they  had  a  34-0  home  win  over  Northern  Illinois  (0-5-0),  58-14  at  West  Virginia  (2-3-0),  45-13  at
Cincinnati  (3-3-0),  41-23  at  home  over  Florida  State  (4-2-1),  37-10  at  Pittsburgh  (4-3-1),  23-10  at  home  over
over  Tulsa  (7-3-0)  and  36-10  at  home  over  East  Carolina  (2-8-0),  all  unranked.

The  second  #1  vs  #2  matchup  of  the  season  was  arranged  when  Miami-Fla  played  11-0-0  Penn  State  in
the  Fiesta  bowl  and  the  Nittany  Lions  avenged  their  1985  season  Orange  Bowl  loss  to  Oklahoma  with  a
stirring  14-10  victory,  intercepting  a  pass  as  the  Hurricanes  were  driving  for  the  go-ahead  touchdown.  It
was  the  second  AP  National  Championship  for  Coach  Joe  Paterno  and  his  Penn  State  squad  who  had  54
of  the  57  first  place  votes,  Oklahoma  getting  3  votes  with  their  42-8  Orange  Bowl  win  over  Arkansas  and
a  #3  Final  Poll  ranking.  The  Sooners  and  #4  Arizona  State,  22-15  victors  over  Michigan  in  the  Rose  Bowl,
each  matched  Penn  State  with  3  wins  over  Final  Poll  opponents.  Nebraska  completed  the  top  five  with  a
30-15  Sugar  Bowl  win  over  Louisiana  State.   Auburn  finished  #6  with  a  16-7  Citrus  Bowl  win  over  Southern
California  and  Ohio  State  was  #7  when  they  won  28-12  over  Texas  A&M  in  the  Cotton  Bowl.   Michigan, who
had  been  no  lower  than  sixth,  finished  at  #8  and  Alabama  jumped  from  #13  to  #9  with  a  28-6  Sun  Bowl
win  over  Washington.  Sugar  Bowl  loser  Louisiana  State  dropped  from  #5  to  #10.

Senior  quarterback  Vinny  Testaverde  of  Miami-Fla  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  senior  running  back  Paul
Palmer  of  Temple  was  runnerup.   Senior  quarterback  Jim  Harbaugh  of  Michigan  was  third,  Oklahoma's
junior  linebacker  Brian  Bosworth  was  fourth  and  junior  Gordie  Lockbaum  of  I-AA  Holy  Cross  was  fifth.
Penn  State's  senior  running  back,  D.J.  Dozier,  finished  8th  in the  voting.

1986  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 4

PENN STATE 12-0-0 3-0-0 6 5 5 7 5 5 6 6 2 2 3 2 2 2 1
MIAMI-FLA 11-1-0 1-1-0 3 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
OKLAHOMA 11-1-0 3-1-0 1 1 1 1 6 6 5 5 4 4 4 3 3 3 3
ARIZONA  STATE 10-1-1 3-1-0 NR NR 18 11 16 15 10 9 7 5 5 4 8 7 4
NEBRASKA 10-2-0 1-1-0 8 6 6 4 3 3 3 3 9 7 6 5 6 6 5

AUBURN 10-2-0 1-0-0 14 9 10 8 7 7 7 7 5 9 8 15 14 10 6
OHIO  STATE 10-3-0 2-3-0 9 10 NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 11 9 7 11 11 7
MICHIGAN 11-2-0 2-1-0 2 3 3 5 4 4 4 4 3 3 2 6 4 4 8
ALABAMA 10-3-0 2-3-0 5 4 4 3 2 2 2 2 8 6 11 9 7 13 9
LOUISIANA  STATE  9-3-0 2-1-0 15 14 8 18 18 16 12 12 12 18 12 8 5 5 10

ARIZONA  9-3-0 1-1-0 NR NR 17 10 10 11 16 15 14 17 14 14 12 16 11
BAYLOR  9-3-0 1-1-0 12 12 9 17 13 13 20t NR NR NR 18 17 16 14 12
TEXAS  A&M  9-3-0 1-3-0 7 7 16 14 14 14 11 10 10 8 7 13 10 8 13
UCLA  8-3-1 1-2-1 4 16 19 16 15 NR 19 17 15 12 19 18 15 15 14
ARKANSAS  9-3-0 1-2-0 19 18 12 9 8 8 14 14 13 10 17 11 9 9 15

IOWA  9-3-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR 15 11 10 8 11 11 16 NR NR 20 19 16
CLEMSON  8-2-2 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 20 17 16 NR 20 15 19 NR NR 17
WASHINGTON  8-3-1 1-2-1 16t 17 7 6 12 12 9 8 6 13 10 12 13 12 18
BOSTON COLLEGE  9-3-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
VIRGINIA TECH  9-2-1 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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