
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1983  SEASON

For  the  fourth  time,  Nebraska  was  the  preseason  #1  and  would  remain  there  for  all  but  one  of  the  16  polls
that  were  taken  in  1983.  Unfortunately,  the  one  they  missed  was  the  one  that  counted,  the  Final  Poll.  The
Huskers  completed  the  regular  season  12-0-0  and  were  a  unanimous  #1  choice  of  the  60  voters  for  the
polls  of  September  27th  and  October  4th  and  getting  over  50  first  place  votes  in  the  remaining  regular
season  polls.

Nebraska  started  the  season  with  a  44-6  trouncing  of  1982  champion,  #4  Penn  State,  in  the  inaugural
Kickoff  Classic  that  was  played  at  Giants  Stadium  in  New  Jersey.  However,  Penn  State  would  not  be
ranked  in  the  Final  Poll,  finishing  with  an  8-4-1  record  and  would  be  the  only  ranked  team  that  Nebraska
would  play  in  the  regular  season  (UCLA  was  not  ranked  when  they  played  Nebraska),  hinting  at  a  possible
weak  schedule.  Nevertheless,  their  Orange  Bowl  opponent  was  #5  Miami-Fla,  whse  only  loss  was  28-3  in
at  Florida  in  their  season  opener.

The  Orange  Bowl  was  actually  Miami-Fla's  home  field  and  they  used  that  advantage  to  defeat  Nebraska
when  Nebraska  Coach  Tom  Osborne  chose  an  unsuccessful  two-point  conversion  try  after  the  touchdown
that   made  the  Hurricane  lead  31-30,  the  game's  final  score.  Had  Osborne  gone  for  a  successful  one-point
conversion  and  tie,  Nebraska  would  probably  have  won  the  championship,  as  the  only  other  undefeated
team,  #2  Texas,  lost  10-9  to  Georgia  in  the  Cotton  Bowl.  As  a  result,  Miami-Fla  and  Coach  Howard
Schnellenberger  were  voted  their  first  AP  National  Champioship.   Nebraska  finished  #2  and  Auburn,  a  9-7
winner  over  Michigan  in  the  Sugar  Bowl  stayed  at  #3.    Georgia  finished  #4  and  Texas  was  #5  in  the  Final
Poll.  Big  Ten  Champion  Illinois  dropped  from  #4  to  #10  when  they  were  routed  45-9  by  previously  unranked
UCLA  in  the  Rose  Bowl  and  Florida  jumped  from  #11  to  #6  with  their  14-6  Gator  Bowl  win  over  Iowa.  SMU
dropped  from  #6  to  #12  with  their  28-7  loss  to  previously  unranked  Alabama  in  the  Sun  Bowl.

Senior  running  back  Mike  Rozier  of  Nebraska  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  senior  quarterback  Steve  Young
of  BYU  was  the  runnerup.   Junior  quarterback  Doug  Flutie  of  Boston  College  was  third.  Senior  quarterback
Turner  Gill  of  Nebraska  was  fourth  and  Terry  Hoage,  Georgia's  senior  defensive  back  was  fifth.  No
Miami-Fla  player  finished  in  the  Top  Ten  of  the  Heisman  voting.

1983  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 3

MIAMI-FLA 11-1-0 3-1-0 NR NR NR NR 15 12 10 8 7 5 6 5 5 5 5 1
NEBRASKA 12-1-0 1-1-0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2
AUBURN 11-1-0 4-1-0 5 4 5 11 10 7 5 5 4 3 3 3 3 3 3 3
GEORGIA 10-1-1 3-1-1 15 10 11 14 11 11 8 7 6 4 4 7 7 7 7 4
TEXAS 11-1-0 2-1-0 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 5

FLORIDA  9-2-1 3-2-0 NR 18 15 15 12 9 7 6 5 9 14 12 11 12 11 6
BRIGHAM  YOUNG 11-1-0 2-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 20 20 18 15 12 8 9 9 9 9 7
MICHIGAN  9-3-0 2-2-0 10 6 8 17 14 14 13 10 8 13 9 8 8 8 8 8
OHIO  STATE  9-3-0 1-3-0 9 7 5 3 8 6 6 17 16 14 10 10 14 14 14 9
ILLINOIS 10-2-0 3-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 19 19 11 9 6 5 4 4 4 4 10

CLEMSON  9-1-1 0-1-1 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 13 12 11 12 11
SO METHODIST 10-2-0 0-2-0 19 15 18 18 13 13 12 9 10 8 7 6 6 6 6 12
AIR  FORCE 10-2-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 17 16t 13
IOWA  9-3-0 1-3-0 16 16 13 7 4 15 14 12 17 15 12 11 10 10 10 14
ALABAMA  8-4-0 1-2-0 13 14 12 6 6 3 11 20 18 19 16 16 13 19 NR 15

WEST  VIRGINIA  9-3-0 2-1-0 NR NR 20 12 7 5 4 4 12 17 15 14 16 18 18 16
UCLA  7-4-1 1-3-0 20 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17
PITTSBURGH  8-3-1 0-2-0 NR NR 19 16 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 17 16 15 15 18
BOSTON  COLLEGE  9-3-0 2-1-0 NR NR NR 19 NR NR NR NR 19t 16 13 18 15 13 13 19
EAST  CAROLINA  8-3-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 20 19 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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