
SUMMARY  OF  THE  2001  SEASON

Florida,  for  the  second  time,  was  the  preseason  #1,  receiving  20  of  72  first  place  votes.   Miami-Fla  received
more  first  place  votes  (33)  but  had  1,700  total  points  compared  to  1,716  for  the  Gators  who  opened  their
 season  at  home  with  a  41-14  win  over  #41  Marshall (0-0).   The  voters  were  more  impressed  with  Miami's  33-7
win  at  # 42t  Penn  State,  the  Hurricanes  claiming  #1  while  Florida  dropped  to  second.

Miami  continued  with  a  61-0  home  win  over  Rutgers  (1-0),  a  43-21  win  at  Pittsburgh  (1-1)  and  a  38-7  home
win  over  Troy  State  (1-2),  all  unranked,  but  dropped  to  second  as  Florida  won  44-15  at  #18  Louisiana  State
(2-1)  and  reclaimed  #1.   The  Gators  reign  was  short  as  they  were  upset  23-20  at  #37  Auburn  (4-1)  and
dropped  to  seventh.   Miami  again  was  #1  and  remained  there,  completing  the  regular  season  at  11-0  with
wins  against  ranked  teams  in  the  last  three  games;  59-0  over  #14  Syracuse  (8-2)  and  65-7  over  #12  ranked
Washington  (8-2),  both  at  home  and  26-24  at  #14  Virginia  Tech  (8-2).

The  BCS  rankings  matched  the  Hurricanes  in  the  Rose  Bowl  with  AP  #4  Nebraska,  a  62-36  loser  to  Big  12
Conference  champion  Colorado,  only  0.05  points  behind  the  Huskers  in  the  BCS  final  rankings.   Oregon,  #2
in  both  AP  and  Coaches  polls,  was  #3  in  the  BCS  rankings  and  a  preferred  opponent  by  most  of  the  media.
Nonetheless,  Miami  easily  defeated  Nebraska  37-14  and  claimed  their  fifth  AP  National  Championship  and  the
first  for  Larry  Coker  in  his  very  first  year  as  head  coach.   In  the  Fiesta  Bowl,  Oregon  defeated  Colorado
38-16  to  finish  #2  in  the  Final  Poll.   Florida  was  #3  with  a  56-23  Orange  Bowl  win  over  Maryland  and
Tennessee  was  #4  with  a  45-17  Citrus  Bowl  win  over  Michigan.

Nebraska  senior  Eric  Crouch  won  the  Heisman  Trophy.  Sophomore  Rex  Grossman  of  Florida  was  second  and
junior  Ken  Dorsey  of  Miami-Fla  was  third.  Seniors  Joey  Harrington  of  Oregon  and  David  Carr  of  Fresno  State
were  fourth  and  fifth,  respectively.  For  the  first  time  ever,  all  top  five  players  were  quarterbacks.

2001  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL (2)

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) AUG SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 27 3 10 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 10 6

MIAMI-FLA 12-0 6-0 2 2 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
OREGON 11-1 2-1 7 7 7 7 6 7 5 5 11 8 7 7 6 4 3 2 2
FLORIDA 10-2 5-1 1 1 2 2 2 2 1 7 6 4 4 4 3 2 6 5 3
TENNESSEE 11-2 5-2 8 8 8 8 7 6 13 11 9 7 6 6 7 5 2 8 4
TEXAS 11-2 2-2 5 5 4 5 5 5 11 9 7 5 5 5 5 3 10 9 5

OKLAHOMA 11-2 1-1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 3 3 3 4 11 11 10 6
LOUISIANA STATE 10-3 2-2 14 14 13 15 14 18 29 32 29t 34t 34 33 30 22 21 12 7
NEBRASKA 11-2 1-2 4 4 5 4 4 4 4 3 3 2 2 2 2 6 5 4 8
COLORADO 10-3 2-2 27 46t 39t 28 26 26 20 14 25 25 21 15 14 9 4 3 9
WASHINGTON STATE 10-2 1-2 NR 37 NR 43 36 29 27 19 14 16 11 9 15 13 13 13 10

MARYLAND 10-2 1-2 NR NR NR 36t 30 25 22 12 10 15 13 10 8 7 7 6 11
ILLINOIS 10-2 1-2 36 35t 31 35 22 33 31 26 22 21 15 12 10 8 8 7 12
SOUTH CAROLINA 9-3 1-2 21 21 21 18 15 13 9 16 12 17 14 22 18 15 14 14 13
SYRACUSE 10-3 2-3 51t NR NR NR 45t 41 NR 34 29t 19 18 14 22 18 18 18 14
FLORIDA STATE 8-4 3-2 6 6 6 6 18 16 14 21 19 14 10 21 27 26 24 24 15

STANFORD 9-3 2-3 42t 42t 38 34 27 22 23 29 20 10 16 13 13 12 12 11 16
LOUISVILLE 11-2 1-1 32 31 26 25 41t 39 34 39 33t 30 25 19 17 24 23 23 17
VIRGINIA TECH 8-4 1-3 9 9 9 9 8 8 6 6 5 12 23 18 16 14 15 15 18
WASHINGTON 8-4 3-2 15 15 15 13 13 11 10 15 13 11 8 16 12 19 20 21 19
MICHIGAN 8-4 1-2 12 12 11 20 17 15 12 10 8 6 12 11 11 17 17 17 20

BOSTON COLLEGE 8-4 1-4 NR NR 42t NR 40 NR NR NR NR 34t 30t 32 25 31 31 31 21
GEORGIA 8-4 2-3 28 27 25 31 34 31 19 17 15 18 19 23 19 16 16 16 22
TOLEDO 10-2 0-0 51t 51t 33 27 25 23 28 25 36 32 36 34t 29 30 25 25 23
GEORGIA TECH 8-5 2-3 10 11 10 10 9 17 15 23 21 23 20 26 21 28 29 32 24
BRIGHAM YOUNG 12-2 0-1 NR 38 30 24 20 20 18 18 16 13 9 8 9 10 9 19 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games.  Ties  after  four  periods  decided  by  overtime.
(2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included.
       No  poll  on  17-Sep  as  games  were  cancelled  to  respect  the  September  11th  tragedy.
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