
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1972  SEASON

Nebraska  was  the  preseason  #1  but  their  reign  and  23  game  winning  streak  came  to  an  end  as  they  lost
20-17  at  unranked  UCLA  and  dropped  to  tenth.  It  was  the  season  opener  for  both  teams.

Southern  California  jumped  from  #8  to  #1  after  opening  their  season  with  a  31-10  win  over  #4  Arkansas  at
Little  Rock.   The  Trojans continued  with  wins  of  51-6  at  home  over  Oregon  State  (0-1-0),  55-20  at  Illinois
(0-1-0)  and  51-6  at  home  over  Michigan  State  (1-1-0),  all  unranked.   At  #15  Stanford  (3-0-0),  USC  won  31-20
and  followed  with  a  42-14  home  win  over  unranked  California  (1-5-0).

USC  was  now  5-0-0  and,  at  home,  faced  #18  Washington  (5-1-0),  coming  away  with  a  convincing  34-7  win.
After  a  18-0  win  at  Oregon  (1-5-0)  and  a  44-3  win  over  Washington  State  (5-3-0)  at  Seattle,  both  unranked,
the  Trojans  were  idle  for  one  week  before  winning  24-7  at  crosstown  rival  #14  UCLA  (8-2-0).

After  another  idle  week,  USC  finished  their  regular  season  at  home  with  a  45-23  home  win  over  #10  Notre
Dame  (8-1-0)  and  remained  undefeated  with  an  11-0-0  record  and  received  all  50  first  place  votes  in  the
poll  of  December  5th.   Their  Rose  Bowl  opponent  was  Big  Ten  Conference  champion  #3  Ohio  State  (9-1-0)
and  the  Trojans  easily  won  42-17,  claiming  their  and  Coach  John  McKay's  third  AP  National  Championship.
In  the  Final  Poll,  Southern  California  again  was  a  unanimous  choice  of  the  50  voters.

In  other  significant  postseason  games,  Oklahoma  remained  #2  with  a  14-0  win  over  #5 Penn  State  in  the
Sugar  Bowl,  dropping  the  Nittany  Lions  to  #10.   Texas  improved  to  #3  with  a  17-13  win  over  #4  Alabama
in  the  Cotton  Bowl,  Nebraska  jumped  from  #9  to  #4  with  a  40-6  romp  over  #12  Notre  Dame  in  the  Orange
Bowl  and  Auburn  closed  out  the  Top  Five  with  a  24-3  win  over  #13  Colorado  in  the  Gator  Bowl.

Nebraska's  Johnny  Rodgers  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  Oklahoma's  Greg  Pruitt  was  second,  both running
backs. Defensive  lineman  Rich  Glover  of  Nebraska  was  third.  Louisiana  State's  Bert  Jones  was  fourth  and
and  Alabama's  Terry  Davis  was  fifth,  both  quarterbacks.   All  five  were  seniors.   No  player  from  National
Champion  Southern  California  finished  in  the  Top  Ten.

1972  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 3

SOUTHERN CAL 12-0-0 4-0-0 8 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
OKLAHOMA 11-1-0 3-1-0 6 4 2 2 2 2 2 8 7 7 4 4 3 2 2
TEXAS 10-1-0 1-1-0 14 15 14 12 9 10 14t 10 9 9 7 7 6 7 3
NEBRASKA  9-2-1 2-2-0 1 10 9 7 6 6 5 3 3 3 5 5 8 9 4
AUBURN 10-1-0 4-1-0 NR NR NR NR 17 9 14t 12 11 11 11 10 9 6 5

MICHIGAN 10-1-0 1-1-0 10 11 12 8 5 5 6 5 4 4 3 3 7 8 6
ALABAMA 10-2-0 2-2-0 7 5 7 6 4 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 4 7
TENNESSEE 10-2-0 3-2-0 15 7 5 4 10 11 10 14 13 13 13 12 12 11 8
OHIO  STATE  9-2-0 2-1-0 3 3 4 5 3 4 4 4 5 5 9 9 4 3 9
PENN  STATE 10-2-0 1-2-0 5 6 11 13 16 15 12 11 10 10 6 6 5 5 10

LOUISIANA STATE  9-2-1 1-2-0 11 9 8 9 8 8 7 6 6 6 8 8 11 10 11
NORTH CAROLINA 11-1-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 16 15 14 16 12
ARIZONA  STATE 10-2-0 0-0-0 12 13 10 11 NR NR 19 16 NR 19 18 18 16 15 13
NOTRE  DAME  8-3-0 0-2-0 13 14 13 10 7 7 8 13 12 12 10 11 10 12 14
UCLA  8-3-0 2-2-0 NR 8 6 15 14 14 11 9 8 8 14 14 15 14 15

COLORADO  8-4-0 1-2-0 2 2 3 3 12 13 9 7 15 16 15 13 13 13 16
NO CAROLINA  STATE  8-3-1 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17
LOUISVILLE 9-1-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 NR NR NR 17 17 18
WASHINGTON  STATE  7-4-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 19 19 19 19
GEORGIA  TECH  7-4-1 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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