
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1959  SEASON

Louisiana  State  was  the  preseason  #1  and  maintained  that  ranking  for  seven  additional  weeks  with  home
wins  of  10-0  over  #9  Texas  Christian  (1-0-0)  and  7-3  over  #3  Mississippi  (6-0-0)  before  being  nipped  14-13
at  #13  Tennessee  (4-1-1)  and  dropping  to  third.   Going  back  to  the  1958  season,  Louisiana  State  had  kept
the  #1  ranking  for  14  consecutive  weeks.

Syracuse,  #20  in  the  preseason  poll,  jumped  from  #4  to  their  first  ever  #1  ranking  after  a  20-18  win  at
#7  Penn  State  (7-0-0).  The  voters  gave  them  2,325  points  compared  to  2,313  for  8-0-0  and  #2 ranked Texas.
The  Orangemen  would  finish  their  regular  season  at  10-0-0  with  shutout  wins  of  71-0  at  home  over  Colgate
(1-6-0)  and  46-0  at  Boston  University  (4-4-0),  both  unranked.   In  the  Cotton  Bowl,   they  defeated  #4  Texas
(9-1-0)  23-14.   Texas  started  the  season  8-0-0  before  a  14-9  home  loss  to  #17  Texas  Christian  (5-2-0).

With  the  Cotton  Bowl  win,  Syracuse  remained  the  only  undefeated  team  of  the  1959  season.   It  was  the
first  AP  National  Championship  for  Syracuse  and  Coach  Ben  Schwartzwalder  and  would  be  the  only  perfect
season  for  Syracuse  during  his  25  year  career  there  that  ended  in  1973  with  a  153-91-3  record.

In  other  postseason  games, #2  Mississippi  (9-1-0)  won  21-0  over  #3  Louisiana  State  (9-1-0)  in  the  Sugar
Bowl,  avenging  their  7-3  regular  season  loss  to  LSU.   #5  Georgia  (9-1-0)  won  14-0  over  #18  Missouri  (6-4-0)
in  the  Orange  Bowl,  #6  Wisconsin  (7-2-0)  lost  44-8  to  #8  Washington  (9-1-0)  in  the  Rose  Bowl,  #7  Texas
Christian  (8-2-0)  lost  to  23-7  to  #11  Clemson  (8-2-0)  in  the  Bluebonnet  Bowl  and  #10  Alabama  (7-1-2)  lost
10-0  to  #12  Penn  State  (8-2-0)  in  the  Liberty  Bowl.   It  was  the  first  year  that  matchups  of  the  Top  Twenty
occurred  in  six  postseason  bowl  games.

Running  back  Billy  Cannon  of  Louisiana  State  was  the  Heisman  Trophy  winner  with  quarterbacks  Richie
Lucas  of  Penn  State  and  Don  Meredith  of  Southern  Methodist  finishing  second  and  third,  respectively.   Bill
Burrell,  offensive  lineman  from  Illinois  was  fourth  and  Mississippi  running  back  Charles  Flowers  was  fifth.
All  five  were  seniors.   No  Syracuse  player  finished  in  the  Top  Ten  of  the  balloting.

1959  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL FPO PS 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8

SYRACUSE 11-0-0 3-0-0 20 NR 20 12 8 6 5 4 1 1 1 1 1
MISSISSIPPI 10-1-0 2-1-0 8 4 3 5 5 4 3 5 5 2 2 2 2
LOUISIANA  STATE  9-2-0 3-1-0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 3
TEXAS  9-2-0 2-2-0 17 15 10 4 3 3 4 3 2 5 4 4 4
GEORGIA 10-1-0 3-0-0 NR 17 13 NR NR NR 14 11 12 6 6 5 5

WISCONSIN  7-3-0 0-2-0 6 8 12 9 NR 12 10 9 7 9 5 6 6
TEXAS  CHRISTIAN  8-3-0 2-3-0 13 9 NR NR NR 16 15 17 18 10 8 8 7
WASHINGTON 10-1-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 18 NR 17t 12 13 14 9 9 8
ARKANSAS  9-2-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR 19 12 10 17t 16 20 13 10 10 9
ALABAMA  7-2-2 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 19 11 10

CLEMSON  9-2-0 1-0-0 18 5 6 NR 15t 17 12 10 11 19 14 10 11
PENN  STATE  9-2-0 3-2-0 NR NR NR 16 10 8 7 7 10 7 15 14 12
ILLINOIS  5-3-1 1-1-0 NR NR NR 20 13 13 NR NR NR NR 13 12 13
SOUTHERN CAL  8-2-0 2-1-0 NR 11 11 6 7 5 6 6 4 4 7 13 14
OKLAHOMA  7-3-0 1-1-0 2 2 NR 13 NR 18 19 NR NR NR 17 15 15

WYOMING 9-1-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 16
NOTRE  DAME  5-5-0 1-1-0 16 NR 8 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 17
MISSOURI  6-5-0 0-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 20 18
FLORIDA  5-4-1 0-2-0 NR NR 19 17 19 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19
PITTSBURGH  6-4-0 2-3-0 NR NR NR NR 20 NR NR NR NR NR 16 NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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