SUMMARY OF THE 1945 SEASON

Army was #1 in the first weekly poll with a 2-0-0 record after home wins; 32-0 over Louisville AAF and
54-0 over Wake Forest (0-1-0). They would remain #¥1 for the entire season, matching Notre Dame who
was #1 for all of the 1943 AP weekly polls. Army was even more impressive than their 1944 National
Champions as they defeated six opponents who would be ranked in the Final Poll; #3 Navy, #6 Michigan,
#8 Pennsylvania, #9 Notre Dame, #13 Duke and #19 Wake Forest.

The season featured two #1 vs #2 matchups as #1 Army (6-0-0) beat #2 Notre Dame (5-0-1) 48-0 at
Yankee Stadium and in the season finale for both teams, #1 Army (8-0-0) beat #2 Navy (7-0-1) 32-13

at Philadelphia. They outscored their opponents 412-46 with five shutouts and no opponent scoring more
than 13 points. In the Final Poll, Army's #1 ranking was almoat unanimous (115 first place votes and
one vote for Alabama) which gave Coach Earl "Red” Blaik and the Black Knights back-to-back AP
National Championships. Halfback Glenn Davis of Army averaged 11.5 yards per rush, still the all-time
season record. Teams making their first appearance in the Final Poll were #4 Indiana, #5 Oklahoma
State, #17 St. Mary's of California, #19 Wake Forest and #20 Columbia.

The Heisman Trophy winner was Army's fullback Felix "Doc” Blanchard, becoming the first junior to win
the coveted award while classmate Glenn Davis would again finish second in the balloting. Oklahoma
State junior quarterback Bob Fenimore finished third. Herman Wedemeyer of St. Mary's was fourth and
Alabama's Harry Gilmer was fifth, both sophomore running backs.

In the postseason, second ranked Alabama (9-0-0) beat eleventh ranked Southern California (7-3-0) 34-14

in the Rose Bowl! and fifth ranked Oklahoma State (8-0-0) defeated seventh ranked St. Mary's (7-1-0)
33-13 in the Sugar Bowl.

1945 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL | FPO 9 | 16 | 23 | 30 6 | 13 | 20 | 27 4

ARMY 900 600 | 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
ALABAMA 10-0-0 400 | 7 6 6 4 3 3 3 3 2
NAVY 711 311 2 2 3 3 4 2 2 4 3
INDIANA 901 200 | 8 8 8 5 6 4 4 2 4
OKLAHOMA STATE 900 200 | 14 15 17 9 11 8 6 6 5
MICHIGAN 730 130 | 9 13 16 10 7 14t 8 7 6
ST. MARY'S (CA) 720 110 | 19 11 10 8 5 5 9 9 7
PENNSYLVANIA 620 120 | 11 7 7 7 9 6 11 8 8
NOTRE DAME 721 011 3 3 2 2 2 7 5 5 9
TEXAS 101-0 _0-0-0 | 10 10 9 NR 17 17 10 10 10
SOUTHERN CAL 740 020 | 6 14 20 NR__NR_NR__NR 16 11
OHIO STATE 720 010 | 4 4 12 6 8 9 7 12 12
DUKE 620 120 | 13 16 19 18 16 20 15 11 13
TENNESSEE 810 110 | 18 NR NR _NR NR 18 14 17 14
LOUISIANA STATE 720 110 | NR NR 13 17 14 NR___19 NR__ 15
HOLY CROSS 820 000 | 12 19 15 11 13 10 NR 13 16
TULSA 830 030 | 16 18 14 NR 19 19 17 14 17
GEORGIA 920 120 | NR 12 NR NR NR _NR NR _NR 18
WAKE FOREST 531 030 | NR NR _NR_NR_NR_NR_NR__NR 19
COLUMBIA 810 010 | NR 17 1 12 10 NR__NR 19 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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