
SUMMARY  OF  THE  2016  SEASON

For the 5th time. Alabama was the Preseason #1 choice receiving 33 of 61 first place votes (fpv).  Clemson (16),

Florida State(5) Oklahoma (4) and Louisiana State, Michigan and Ohio State 1 each also received votes.

Alabama would continue to be #1 for fourteen additional weeks, the last four being unanimous #1s of the 61 voters.

During the regular season, the Tide would beat no less than 7 ranked teams (4 away games).  In the Southeast Conference

Championship game in Atlanta, Alabama easily beat #15 Florida 54-16 and followed with a 24-7 Peach Bowl win over

#4 Washington in the College Playoff semifinal game.  

In the National Championship game played at Tampa, #3 Clemson, a #2 seed in the playoff bracket, upset the Tide 35-31

with a fourth quarter come from behind win.  It was the second Associated Press Championship for Clemson, having

won their first in the 1981 season, 13-0 under coach Danny Ford.  Coach Dabo Swinney won his first championship

after having been denied in the 2015 season by Alabama 45-40. During the 2016 season, his Tigers were never ranked

below #5 in the Associated Press Polls. In the College Playoff semifinal game at the Fiesta Bowl, Clemson routed the

#2 AP ranked Ohio State Buckeyes 31-0 (#3 seeded in the playoff) and beat two AP Top 25 teams in the regular season.

Their only blemish was a 43-42 loss at home to a 5-4 unranked Pittsburgh team but the Final Poll rankings included

six wins against season opponents.

In other postseason bowl games, #9 Southern California nipped #5 Penn State 52-49 in the Rose bowl and #7 Oklahoma

beat #17 Auburn 35-19 in the Sugar Bowl.  #10 Florida State prevailed 33-32 over #6 Michigan in the Orange Bowl and

#8 Wisconsin won 24-16 over #16 Western Michigan in the Cotton Bowl, denying the Broncos an undefeated season who

finished at #15 in their first ever Final Poll.  In the Birmingham Bowl, #25 South Florida secured their first Final Poll

appearance with a 46-39 win over unranked South Carolina.

Louisville sophomore Lamar Jackson won the Heisman Trophy and Clemson junior Deshaun Watson was runnerup,

both quarterbacks.  Junior Baker Mayfield was third and senior Dede Westbrook was fourth, both Oklahoma players.

Michigan's junior defensive back Jabrill Peppers finished fifth in the voting with Jackson and Watson acounting for

seventy percent of the votes cast.

2015  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL (2)

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN

TOTAL FPO PS 7 12 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28 5 11

CLEMSON 14-1 6-0 2 2 5 5 5 3 3 4 3 3 3 5 4 3 3 1

ALABAMA 14-1 6-1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2

SOUTHERN CAL 10-3 3-3 20 NR NR NR NR NR NR 35 31 27 26 15 12 10 9 3

WASHINGTON 12-2 3-2 14 8 8 9 10 5 5 5 4 4 4 7 6 4 4 4

OKLAHOMA 11-2 3-1 3 14 14 25 27 20 19 16 16 12 9 8 7 7 7 5

OHIO STATE 11-2 3-2 5 4 3 2 2 2 2 2 6 6 6 2 2 2 2 6

PENN STATE 11-3 2-2 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 24 20 12 9 8 8 5 7

FLORIDA STATE 10-3 4-2 4 3 2 13 12 23 14 13 12 19 20 17 13 12 10 8

WISCONSIN 11-3 2-3 32 10 9 11 8 11 8 10 11 8 7 6 5 6 8 9

MICHIGAN 10-3 3-2 7 5 4 4 4 4 3 3 2 2 2 4 3 5 6 10

OKLAHOMA STATE 10-3 2-1 21 22 32 32 NR 32 29 28 28 22 17 13 10 11 13 11

STANFORD 10-3 1-2 8 7 7 7 7 15 32 32 32 NR NR 31 26 17 16 12

LOUISIANA STATE 8-4 1-4 19 21 20 18 NR 28 29 25 19 15 19 16 25 21 19 13

FLORIDA 9-4 1-3 25 26 23 19 23 18 18 15 14 10 22 21 15 15 20 14

WESTERN MICHIGAN 13-1 0-1 NR NR NR 40 37 26 24 20 20 17 14 14 14 13 12 15

VIRGINIA TECH 10-4 1-2 NR NR NR 43 30 25 17 30 25 23 18 28 27 19 18 16

COLORADO 10-4 2-4 NR 38 37 NR 31 21 33 26 23 21 16 12 9 9 11 17

WEST VIRGINIA 10-3 0-2 NR 37 NR NR 29 22 20 12 10 14 11 10 19 14 14 18

SOUTH FLORIDA 11-2 0-1 41 NR NR NR NR 38 34 31 NR 31 33 34 30 24 25 19

MIAMI-FLA 9-4 1-3 26 25 25 15 14 10 16 27 NR NR NR NR NR 35 36 20

LOUISVILLE 9-4 1-2 NR 13 10 3 3 7 7 7 5 5 5 3 11 16 15 21

TENNESSEE 9-4 2-1 9 17 15 14 11 9 9 18 18 30 31 29 24 33 33 22

UTAH 9-4 1-2 28 29 26 24 18 24 21 19 17 16 13 11 21 28 27 23

AUBURN 8-5 1-3 33 33 35 NR 35 30 23 21 15 11 8 18 16 18 17 24

SAN DIEGO STATE 11-3 0-0 31 29 28 22 19 36 40 37 31 28 28 24 NR NR 34 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS

(1)  Records  include  bowl  games.  Ties  after  four  periods  decided  by  overtime.

(2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included.
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