
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1974  SEASON

Oklahoma,  for  the  third  time  and  first  since  1957,  was  the  preseason  #1.  After  a  28-11  win  at  home  over
unranked  Baylor  in  the  opener  for  both  teams,  the  Sooners  dropped  to  third.   #2  Notre  Dame  took  over  the
top  spot  for  one  week  after  they  won  31-7  at  unranked  Georgia  Tech  but  then  dropped  to  #2  despite  a
49-3  win  at  unranked  Northwestern  (0-1-0).   Ohio  State  became  #1  after  a  51-10  home  win  over  unranked
Oregon  State  (0-2-0)  and  would  remain  there  for  seven  straight  weeks.   At  4-0-0,  the  Buckeyes  faced  their
first  ranked  team,  #13  Wisconsin  (3-1-0)  at  home,  and  easily  won  52-7  and  took  51  of  59  first  place  votes.

Ohio  State  remained  #1  with  impressive  wins  over  Indiana,  Northwestern  and  Illinois,  all  unranked  but  at
7-0-0,  the  Buckeyes  were  upset  16-13  at  unranked  Michigan  State  (4-3-1)  and  dropped  to  fourth.  Oklahoma,
who  had  lingered  at  #2  for  six  straight  weeks,  regained  the #1  spot  over  9-0-0  Alabama  and  9-0-0  Michigan.

The  Sooners  closed  out  their  regular  season  with  a  45-14  win  at  unranked  Kansas  (4-5-0)  followed  by  a
28-14  win  at  #6  Nebraska  (8-2-0)  and  a  44-13  win  at  home  over  unranked  Oklahoma  State  (6-4-0).  Because
of  an  NCAA  imposed  probation,  the  Sooners  were  denied  a  bowl  game.  However,  in  the  Orange  Bowl,
11-0-0  and  #2  Alabama  lost  13-11  to  #9  Notre  Dame  in  Coach  Ara  Parseghian's  final  game  with  the  Irish.
The  idle  Sooners  remained  the  only  undefeated  and  untied  team  and  the  voters  rewarded  them  with  their
fourth  AP  National  Championship  and  the  first  for  Coach  Barry  Switzer.   The  Sooners  received  51  of  60
first  place  votes.   In  the  UPI  Poll,  the  first  year  when  their  Final  Poll  was  after  the  bowl  games,  Southern
California  was  voted  #1  as  Oklahoma's  probation  denied  them  any  championship  consideration.  The  Trojans,
#2  in  the  AP  Final  Poll,  were  18-17  victors  over  Ohio  State  in  the  Rose  Bowl.  In  other  bowl  games,  Penn
State  stayed  at  #7  with  a  41-20  win  over  #12  Baylor  in  the  Cotton  Bowl,  Auburn  finished  at  #8  with  a  27-3
win  over  Texas  in  the  Gator  Bowl  and  Nebraska,  a  13-10  winner  over  Florida  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,  ended  #9.

Running  back  Archie  Griffin  of  Ohio  State  became  only  the  fifth  junior  to  win  the  Heisman  Trophy.  USC
senior  Anthony  Davis  was  second  and  Oklahoma  junior  Joe  Washington  was  third,  both  running  backs.
Notre  Dame's  Tom  Clements  was  fourth  and  Nebraska's  David  Humm  was  fifth, both  senior  quarterbacks.

1974  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 10 17 24 1 8 15 22 29 5 12 19 26 3 3

OKLAHOMA 11-0-0 3-0-0 1 1 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1
SOUTHERN CAL 10-1-1 2-0-0 5 5 13 18 9 7 6 6 6 11 8 8 6 5 2
MICHIGAN 10-1-0 1-1-0 6 6 6 5 4 4 3 3 3 4 3 3 4 4 3
OHIO  STATE 10-2-0 1-2-0 2 4 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 3 3 4
ALABAMA 11-1-0 4-1-0 4 3 5 4 3 3 4 4 4 3 2 2 2 2 5

NOTRE  DAME 10-2-0 2-1-0 3 2 1 2 7 6 7 7 7 8 5 5 5 9 6
PENN  STATE 10-2-0 2-1-0 8 8 8 19 15 15 11 10 10 7 11 10 10 7 7
AUBURN 10-2-0 3-2-0 NR NR NR NR 11 10 5 5 5 10 7 7 7 6 8
NEBRASKA  9-3-0 1-1-0 7 7 4 10 6 5 12 9 9 9 6 6 9 8 9
MIAMI-OHIO 10-0-1 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 20 19 19 16 13 12 12 12 15 10

NO CAROLINA  ST  9-2-1 1-1-1 18 16 15 13 8 11 10 17 NR NR 16 13 13 13 11
MICHIGAN STATE  7-3-1 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 15 14 14 14 12
MARYLAND  8-4-0 1-4-0 14 14 14 NR NR NR 18 15 15 14 13 11 11 10 13
BAYLOR  8-4-0 1-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 16 12 14
FLORIDA  8-4-0 3-1-0 NR NR NR NR 13 8 14 12 11 6 9 20 NR 18 15

TEXAS A&M  8-3-0 1-1-0 20 NR NR 9 5 16 8 8 8 5 10 9 8 16 16
MISSISSIPPI STATE  9-3-0 0-3-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 NR NR NR NR NR 17t
TEXAS  8-4-0 1-3-0 10 10 9 6 19 17 16 13 12 12 NR 17 17 11 17t
HOUSTON  8-3-1 0-0-1 11 19 19t NR NR NR NR NR NR 15 14 15 15 NR 19
TENNESSEE  7-3-2 1-2-0 16 15 17t 14 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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