
SUMMARY  OF  THE  2008  SEASON

Georgia,  for  the  very  first  time,  was  the  preseason  # 1,  receiving  only  22  of  65  first  place  votes.   The  last
time  the  Dawgs  were  # 1  was  the  poll  of  December  7,  1982.   Ohio  State  was  a  close  second  with  21  fpv,
# 3  Southern  Cal  had  12  votes,  # 4  Oklahoma  4  and  # 5  Florida  6  votes.  Georgia  won  their  season  opener
 at  home  45-21  over  I-AA  Georgia  Southern  (0-0)  but  dropped  to  # 2  as  Southern  Cal,  after  a  52-7  romp  at
unranked  Virginia,  the  opener  for  both  teams,  rose  to  the  top spot.  It  was  the  39th  time  since  the 08-Dec-03
poll  and  their  87th  overall  # 1  ranking.  After  an  idle  week,  USC,  at  home,  solidified  their  # 1  ranking  with
a  35-3  win  over  # 5 Ohio  State  (2-0).  After  a  second  idle  week,  the  unranked  Oregon  State  Beavers  (1-2)  at
home  upset  USC  27-21,  dropping  the  Trojans  to  ninth.  After  a  35-10  win  at  home  over  # 24  Texas  Christian
(4-0),  # 2  Oklahoma  gained  the  top  spot  for  a  record  96th  time,  breaking  their  tie  with  Notre  Dame.  Their
first  game  as  # 1  was  a  49-17  win  at  unranked  Baylor  (2-2)  but  in  the  annual  battle  at  Dallas,  the  Sooners
lost  45-35  to  # 5  Texas  (5-0)  and  dropped  to  4th.  With  # 2  Alabama  idle  and  # 3  LSU  and  # 4  Missouri
losing,  Texas  jumped  to  # 1,  the  43rd  time  to  hold  the  top  spot.   After  a  56-31  win  at  home  over  #11
Missouri  (5-1),  Texas  won  28-24  at  home  over  # 7  Oklahoma  State  (7-0)  but  lost  39-33  at  # 6  Texas  Tech  (8-0)
and  dropped  to  fifth.  After  five  weeks  at  # 2,  Alabama,  under  new  coach  Nick  Saban,  moved  to  # 1  and
won  27-21  in  overtime  at  # 15  Louisiana  State  (6-2),  32-7  at  home  over  unranked  Mississippi  State  (3-6)  and
36-0  at  home  over  unranked  Auburn  (5-6).  In  the  SEC  championship  game  at  Atlanta,  the  Tide  lost  31-20  to
# 2  Florida  (11-1)  and  dropped  to  4th.  In  the  BCS  Title  game,  # 1  Florida  beat  # 2 Oklahoma  24-14  for  the
Gators  third  AP  National  Championship  and  the  second  for  Urban  Meyer.  In  the  Sugar  Bowl,  Utah  beat
Alabama  to  finish  at  13-0  and  earn  a  Final  Poll  # 2  ranking,  the  only  undefeated  team.

Oklahoma  sophomore  Sam  Bradford  won  the  Heisman  Trophy.   Texas  junior  Colt  McCoy  was  second,  Florida
junior  Tim  Tebow  was  third  and  Texas  Tech  senior  Graham  Harrell  was  fourth,  all  quarterbacks.  Texas  Tech
sophomore  wide  receiver  Michael  Crabtree  was  fifth  in  the  voting.

2008 WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL (2)

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 3 8 15 22 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1 8 10

FLORIDA 13-1 4-1 5 5 4 4 4 12 11 5 5 5 4 3 3 2 2 1 1
UTAH 13-0 4-0 29 22 22 20 17 15 14 14 12 10 10 8 8 8 7 7 2
SOUTHERN CAL 12-1 3-1 3 1 1 1 1 9 8 6 6 7 7 6 6 5 5 5 3
TEXAS 12-1 4-1 11 10 8 7 7 5 5 1 1 1 5 4 4 4 3 3 4
OKLAHOMA 12-2 5-2 4 4 3 2 2 1 1 4 4 4 6 5 5 3 4 2 5

ALABAMA 12-2 2-2 24 13 11 9 8 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 4 6
TEXAS CHRISTIAN 11-2 2-2 NR 41t 34t 28 24 32 31 27 15 12 11 15 15 14 11 11 7
PENN STATE 11-2 3-2 22 19 17 16 12 6 6 3 3 3 3 7 7 6 6 6 8
OHIO STATE 10-3 1-3 2 3 5 13 14 14 12 12 10 13 12 10 10 10 10 10 9
OREGON 10-3 2-2 21 18 16 17 26 23 38 33 34 23 NR 31t 24 19 16 15 10

BOISE STATE 12-1 1-1 36 33t 29 29 19 17 15 15 13 11 9 9 9 9 9 9 11
TEXAS TECH 11-2 2-2 12 12 12 11 10 7 7 7 8 6 2 2 2 7 8 8 12
GEORGIA 10-3 1-3 1 2 2 3 3 11 10 10 9 8 14 13 13 13 17 16 13
MISSISSIPPI 9-4 2-1 NR NR NR NR NR 36 NR NR NR NR NR NR 35 25 22 20 14
VIRGINIA TECH 10-4 2-1 17 35 36 32 28 20 18 17 26t 36 NR 27 40 NR 27 21 15

OKLAHOMA STATE 9-4 1-4 NR 40 32 27 27 21 17 8 7 9 8 11 11 11 14 13 16
CINCINNATI 11-3 1-2 30 31 NR NR NR NR NR 35t 33 NR 30t 22 19 16 13 12 17
OREGON STATE 9-4 1-3 42 NR NR NR NR 40t NR NR 37 34t 30t 23 21 17 25 24 18
MISSOURI 10-4 0-3 6 6 6 5 6 4 4 11 16 14 13 12 12 12 19 25 19
IOWA 9-4 1-1 NR NR NR 36 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 33t 32 28 26 26 20

FLORIDA STATE 9-4 1-2 31 30 28 24 40t 35 34 29 24 16 24 20 31 23 29 28 21
GEORGIA TECH 9-4 2-1 NR NR 31 NR 35 37 32 30 21 32 22 29 28 18 15 14 22
WEST VIRGINIA 9-4 0-1 8 8 25 21 40t NR NR NR NR 26 20 33t 33 26 31 30 23
MICHIGAN STATE 9-4 1-3 35 NR NR NR 34 27 23 20 29 22 18 18 17 22 21 19 24
BRIGHAM YOUNG 10-3 0-2 16 15t 18 14 11 8 9 9 18 17 17 16 16 20t 20 17 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games.  Ties  after  four  periods  decided  by  overtime.
(2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included.
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