
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1955  SEASON

UCLA  was  the  preseason  #1  with  33  first  place  votes  and  1,054  points  compared  to  #2  Oklahoma  with
32  first  place  votes  and  1,001  points.  UCLA  stayed  #1  with  a  21-0  home  win  over  unranked  Texas  A&M
(0-0-0)  but  dropped  to  seventh  the  following  week  after  losing  7-0  at  fifth  ranked  Maryland  (1-0-0)  who
who  then  took  over  the  #1  ranking.   Maryland  then won  20-6  at  #20  Baylor  (2-0-0)  and  improved  to  4-0-0
with  a  28-7  home  win  over  unranked  Wake  Forest  (2-1-0)  but  dropped  to  second  as  #2  Michigan  won
26-2  at  home  over  sixth  ranked  Army  (2-0-0).  After  a  14-2  home  win  over  unranked  Northwestern  (0-3-0),
a  narrow  14-13  win  at  unranked  Minnesota  (1-3-0)  dropped  the  Wolverines  to  third.

Maryland  regained  the  #1  spot  for  two  weeks  with  home  wins  of  27-0  over  South  Carolina  (2-3-0)  and
13-9  over  Louisiana  State  (1-4-1),  both  unranked,  but  dropped  to  second.   Oklahoma,  now  7-0-0  after  a
20-0  win  at  unranked  Missouri  (1-6-0),  completed  the  regular  season  with  three  shutout  wins;  at  home
52-0  over  Iowa  State  (1-5-1),  41-0  at  Nebraska  (5-4-0)  and  53-0  at  home  over  Oklahoma  State  (2-7-0),  all
unranked.  The  Sooners  were  #1  in  the  Final  Poll,  their  and  Coach  Charles  "Bud"  Wilkinson's  second
AP  National  Championship.  In  the  Orange  Bowl,  they  had  a  convincing  20-6  win  over  third  ranked  and
and  undefeated  Maryland.   With  that  win,  Oklahoma  extended  their  unbeaten  streak  to  31  games,  having
last  lost  at  home,  28-21  to  Notre  Dame,  in  the  1953  season  opener  and  followed  with  a  7-7  tie  at
Pittsburgh.   Maryland  played  two  #1  teams (1 win, 1 loss)  and  they  were  #1  for  2  weeks  themselves.

In  other  postseason  games,  #2  Michigan  State  (8-1-0)  won  17-14  over  #4  UCLA  (9-1-0)  in  the  Rose  Bowl,
#6  Texas  Christian  (9-1-0)  lost  14-13  to  #10  Mississippi  (9-1-0)  in  the  Cotton  Bowl  and  #7  Georgia  Tech
(8-1-1)  won  7-0  over  #11  Pittsburgh  (7-3-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl.

Senior  Howard  "Hopalong"  Cassady  of  Ohio  State  was  the  easy  Heisman  Trophy  winner  over  junior  Jim
Swink  from  Texas  Christian,  both  running  backs.  Senior  George  Welsh  of  Navy  was  third,  senior  Earl
Morrall  of  Michigan  State  was  fourth  and  junior  Paul  Hornung  was  fifth,  all  quarterbacks.

1955  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER
TOTAL FPO PS 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29

OKLAHOMA 11-0-0 2-0-0 2 3 5 3 3 3 2 2 1 1 1 1
MICHIGAN  STATE  9-1-0 3-1-0 NR NR NR NR 13 6 5 4 3 3 2 2
MARYLAND 10-1-0 1-1-0 5 5 1 1 2 2 1 1 2 2 3 3
UCLA  9-2-0 3-2-0 1 1 7 7 9 7 6 5 4 5 4 4
OHIO  STATE  7-2-0 1-1-0 4 6 8 NR 14 NR 15 11 10 9 6 5

TEXAS  CHRISTIAN  9-2-0 1-2-0 NR NR 10 8 7 18 14 10 8 7 7 6
GEORGIA  TECH  9-1-1 2-1-0 10 2 3 4 5 13 12 8 11 10 9 7
AUBURN  8-2-1 1-0-0 17 NR NR 14 17 9 8 14 12 12 10 8
NOTRE  DAME  8-2-0 2-2-0 6 11 4 5 4 11 9 6 5 4 5 9
MISSISSIPPI 10-1-0 1-0-0 15 8 NR NR R NR 20 15 14 14 15 10

PITT  7-4-0 1-4-0 NR 7 12 NR NR NR 16 NR 17 15 13 11
MICHIGAN  7-2-0 2-1-0 3 4 2 2 1 1 3 3 7 6 12 12
SOUTHERN  CAL  6-4-0 1-2-0 13 9 9 10 16 10 10 16 NR NR NR 13
MIAMI-FLA  6-3-0 1-3-0 9 15 NR 15 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 14
MIAMI-OHIO  9-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 13 15 16 16 15

STANFORD  6-3-1 2-2-0 NR NR NR 20 NR NR NR NR NR 16 17 16
TEXAS  A&M  7-2-1 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 19 12 11 12 9 8 8 17
NAVY  6-2-1 1-2-0 8 9 15 12 8 4 4 9 13 11 11 18
WEST  VIRGINIA  8-2-0 0-1-0 19 NR 13 11 10 8 7 7 6 13 NR 19
ARMY  6-3-0 1-1-0 7 14 6 6 18 NR NR 19 NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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