
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1948  SEASON

In  the  first  weekly  poll  of  the  1948  season,  Notre  Dame  was  ranked  #1  receiving  50  of  153  first  place
votes.  North  Carolina,  ranked  #2,  received  55  votes  while  Michigan,  ranked  #7  received  2  votes.  Notre
Dame  became  #1  after  starting  the  season  2-0-0  with  a  narrow  28-27  home  win  over  in-state  rival
Purdue  in  the  opener  for  each  team.  The  Irish  followed  with  a  40-0  rout  at  Pitt  (0-1-0).   In  their  third
game,  Notre  Dame,  at  home,  beat  unranked  Michigan  State  (1-1-0)  26-7  but  dropped  to  #2  as  North
Carolina  won  28-6  at  unranked  Wake  Forest  (2-1-0)  and  achieved  there  first  ever  #1  ranking.  Head Coach
Carl  Snavely  became  the  first  coach  to  have  two  teams  at  #1,  having  achieved  that  with  Cornell  in  1940.
The  Tarheels  would  drop  to  #3  the  following  week  after  a  14-0  home  win  over  unranked  North  Carolina
State  (1-1-0).   Michigan,  previously  #4,  took  over  the  #1  spot  receiving  74  of  148  first  place  votes  after  a
28-0  home  win  over  #3  Northwestern  (3-0-0).  The  Wolverines  would  remain  #1  with  a  27-14  win  at  13th
ranked  Minnesota  (3-1-0)  but  drop  to  #2  the  following  week  with  a  28-20  home  win  over  unranked  Illinois
(2-3-0).   Notre  Dame  reclaimed  the  #1  spot  for  only  one  week  as  they  won  42-6  at  unranked  Indiana
(2-4-0)  but  dropped  back  to  #2  as  Michigan  won  35-0  at  home  over  unranked  Navy  (0-6-0).

Unranked  Indiana  (2-5-0)  had  the  misfortune  of  playing  the  #1  team  for  the  second  week  in  a  row  and
mighty  Michigan,  at  home,  routed  them  54-0  for  their  eighth  win.  The  Wolverines  remained  #1  after  a  
13-3  win  at  #18  Ohio  State  (6-2-0)  and  completed  their  season.   Coach  Bennie  Oosterbaan  won  the  AP
National  Championship  in  his  first  year  as  head  coach  and  Michigan  won  their  first  AP  championship.
The  Wolverines  received  192  first  place  votes  of  an  astounding  383  votes  cast.

After  the  Final  Poll,  #2  Notre  Dame  was  tied  14-14  on  December  4th  at  unranked  Southern  Cal  (6-3-0).
In  the  postseason,  #3  North  Carolina  (9-0-1)  lost  14-6  to  #5  Oklahoma  (9-1-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,
#4  California  (10-0-0)  lost  20-14  to   #7  Northwestern  (7-2-0)  in  the  Rose  Bowl  and  #9  Oregon  (9-1-0)  lost
21-13  to  #10  Southern  Methodist  (8-1-1)  in  the  Cotton  Bowl.

The  Heisman  Trophy  winner  was  Doak  Walker  of  SMU  with  Charlie "Choo Choo"  Justice  of  North  Carolina
second,  both  junior  running  backs.  Pennsylvania's  senior  linebacker  Chuck  Bednarik  was  third.  California
running  back  Jackie  Jensen  was  fourth  and  Nevada  quarterback  Stan  Heath  was  fifth,  both  seniors.

1948  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER
TOTAL FPO 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30

MICHIGAN  9-0-0 4-0-0 7 4 1 1 2 1 1 1 1
NOTRE  DAME 9-0-1 2-0-0 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2 2
NORTH  CAROLINA  9-1-1 2-1-1 2 1 3 3 3 6 5 4 3
CALIFORNIA 10-1-0 0-1-0 9 6 4 4 5 4 4 5 4
OKLAHOMA 10-1-0 1-0-0 NR 20 18 16 15 9 8 6 5

ARMY 8-0-1 1-0-0 5 5 5 5 4 3 3 3 6
NORTHWESTERN  8-2-0 2-2-0 3 3 10 9 10 8 7 7 7
GEORGIA  9-2-0 0-1-0 NR 16 NR 18 13 13 11 12 8
OREGON  9-2-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR 14 16 15 13 10 9
SO METHODIST 9-1-1 1-0-0 4 14 11 11 8 7 10 8 10

CLEMSON 11-0-0 1-0-0 NR 15 14 13 12 10 9 9 11
VANDERBILT  8-2-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 15 12
TULANE 9-1-0 1-0-0 NR NR 17 19 20 NR 14 14 13
MICHIGAN  STATE  6-2-2 0-2-1 NR NR 19 17 17 12 12 11 14
MISSISSIPPI  8-1-0 1-1-0 13t 10 20 NR NR NR 17 16 15

MINNESOTA  7-2-0 0-2-0 8 11 13 15 19 14 15 13 16
WILLIAM & MARY  7-2-2 0-1-1 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 17
PENN STATE  7-1-1 0-0-1 NR 9 8 12 14 NR NR 18 18
CORNELL  8-1-0 0-1-0 NR 13 12 NR NR NR 19 NR 19
WAKE FOREST  6-4-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR 18 19 NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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