For the third time, Miami-Fla was the preseason #1, receiving 27 of the 74 first place votes, Oklahoma
receiving 21 and the #2 ranking. In the second poll of the season on 27-Aug, for just the fourth time in
history, Miami and Oklahoma tied for #1, each receiving 27 first place votes. Miami opened at home with a
63-17 win over I-AA Florida A&M while Oklahoma won 37-0 at unranked Tulsa (0-0) but dropped back to #2.
Miami would continue as #1 to the poll of 21-Oct, a record twenty-one consecutive polls going back to the

SUMMARY OF THE 2002 SEASON

2001 season. The Hurricanes rose to 8-0 with a 41-16 win at #6 Florida (1-0) and 44-21 at unranked Temple

(1-1) followed by home wins of 38-6 over #33 Boston College (2-0), 48-14 over unranked Connecticut (2-3) and
28-27 over #5 Florida State (5-1). After an idle week, Miami won 40-23 at West Virginia (5-2) and 42-21 at

Rutgers (1-7), both unranked, but dropped to second as #2 Oklahoma won 27-11 at home over #13 Colorado
(6-1). The Sooners were upset 30-26 the following week at unranked Texas A&M (5-4) and dropped to fourth.
Miami reclaimed #1 with a 26-3 win at #27 Tennessee (5-3) and finished the regular season 12-0 with a 28-21
home win over #18 Pittsburgh (8-2), a 49-7 win at unranked Syracuse (4-7) and a 56-45 home win at #18

Virginia Tech (9-3). Of note was Nebraska's drop from the AP Poll after 348 consecutive weeks since 1981.

The BCS rankings were not controversial as Miami and Ohio State (ranked #1 and #2 in both polls), both

undefeated, were matched in the Fiesta Bowl. The Buckeyes won 31-24 in a thrilling double overtime game

and claimed their fourth AP National Championship and the first for Coach Jim Tressel. Miami finished #2

in the Final Poll. Georgia claimed #3 with a 26-13 win over Florida State, Southern Cal was #4 with a 38-17

Orange Bowl! win over lowa and Oklahoma was #5 with a 34-14 Rose Bow/l win over Washington. Boise
State at #15 made their first ever Final Poll appearance.

USC's Carson Palmer won the Heisman Trophy with Brad Banks of lowa second, both quarterbacks, and Penn
State running back Larry Johnson was third, all seniors. Sophomore running back Willis McGahee was fourth
and senior quarterback Ken Dorsey was fifth, both from Miami-Fla. No Ohio State player was in the Top Ten.
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DATE OF POLL (2

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) | AUG SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC [JAN
TOTAL [FPO[PS[27| 2 [ 9 [16[23|30]| 7 |14]|21]|28]| 4 [11[18[25[ 2 [ 9 | 5

OHIO STATE 140 40/13 10 8 6 6 6 5 5 4 4 6 3 2 2 2 2 2 1
MIAMI-FLA 121 4411 1t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2
GEORGIA 131 30/ 8 8 10 9 8 8 7 6 5 5 5 7 7 6 5 4 4 3
SOUTHERN CAL 11-2  4-2[20 20 18 17 11 18 18 20 19 15 11 10 8 7 6 5 5 4
OKLAHOMA 122 50/ 2 1t 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 2 1 4 4 3 8 8 5
TEXAS 112 114 3 3 3 3 3 2 3 8 7 7 4 4t 11 10 9 9 6
KANSAS STATE 11-2  1-2[26 27 27 26 25 15 13 19 17 20 14 12 11 10 8 6 6 7
IOWA 112 21/NR NR NR NR NR NR 24 17 15 13 9 6 6 5 4 3 3 8
MICHIGAN 10-3 1-3[/12 13 7 7 14 14 14 13 11 8 15 13 12 12 12 13 12 9
WASHINGTON STATE 10-3 1-2[11 12 11 10 16 16 17 12 10 9 8 5 3 3 9 7 7 10
ALABAMA 10-3 0-3]30 30 31 30 27 26 22 26 24 19 12 11 10 9 14 14 13 11
NO CAROLINA STATE 11-3  2-2[27 25 21 19 17 17 16 14 13 12 10 14 22 27 21 17 17 12
MARYLAND 11-3  2-3]/21 21 44 45 NR NR NR NR NR 38 28 26 19 18 25 21 20 13
AUBURN 9-4 2-2[28 29 30 35 31 27 26 24 35t NR 30 29 24 26 20 20 19 14
BOISE STATE 121 0-0/44t 45t NR NR NR NR NR 44t 43t 34 31 30 26 23 19 19 18 15
PENN STATE 94 1-4/24 24 26 28 15 12 20 15 20 18 20 19 16 15 11 10 10 16
NOTRE DAME 10-3 42[46 44 23 20 12 10 9 8 7 6 4 9 9 8 7 11 11 17
VIRGINIA TECH 104 23/16 16 12 11 7 5 4 4 3 3 3 8 13 13 22 18 21 18
PITT 94 1-3]/NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 35 40t 39 29 22 18 17 17 25 24 19
COLORADO 95 13| 7 7 17 18 37 34t 34 28 23 21 13 18 17 16 13 12 14 20
FLORIDA STATE 95 243 5 5 5 5 4 11 9 12 11 18 17 15 14 23 16 16 21
VIRGINIA 9-4 3-4/NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 40t 31t 35 NR NR 31t 26 33 34 22
TEXAS CHRISTIAN 10-2 0-0/NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 40 32 28 25 22 33t 31 31 23
MARSHALL 11-2  01/19 19 16 16 29 31 31 33 28 27 26 33 33 30 29 27 27 24
WEST VIRGINIA 9-4 2-3/NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 31 28 24 15 15 25

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bowl! games. Ties after four periods decided by overtime.
(2) Rankings lower than 25 included

SIv-67




