
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1980  SEASON

Ohio  State, for  the  fifth  time,  was  the  preseason  #1.  In  the  opener  for  both  teams, the  Buckeyes  won  31-21
at  home  over  unranked  Syracuse  but  dropped  to  second  as  they  and  Alabama  each  had  30  first  place
votes  but  the Tide  had  16  more  total  points.  At  Birmingham, Alabama  won  their  opener  26-3  over  unranked
Georgia  Tech.   The  Tide's  first  win  as  #1  was  59-35  over  unranked  Mississippi  (1-1-0)  at  Jackson  and
followed  with  two  shutouts,  41-0  at  home  over  Vanderbilt  (0-2-0)  and  45-0  at  Birmingham  over  Kentucky
(2-2-0),  both  unranked.   Rutgers  (4-0-0)  was  the  next  victim,  a  17-13  loser  at  Giants  Stadium  in  New
Jersey,  then  down  to  Knoxville  for  a  27-0  win  over  Tennessee  (3-2-0),  both  unranked.  Back  at  Tuscaloosa,
Alabama  easily,  42-7,  disposed  of  #20  Southern  Mississippi  (6-0-0).   However,  a  return  trip  to  Jackson  to
face  unranked  Mississippi  State  (6-2-0)  was  disaster  as  the  Bulldogs  upset  the  Tide  6-3,  dropping  them
to  sixth.  UCLA,  6-0-0  and  ranked  #2,  also  was  upset,  23-17,  at  unranked  Arizona  (2-4-0).   This  allowed
#3  Notre  Dame,  after  a  33-0  win  at  Giants  Stadium,  their  seventeenth  straight  over  unranked  Navy  (5-2-0),
to  become  #1.   The  following  Saturday,  the  Irish  were  tied   3-3  at  unranked  Georgia  Tech  (1-7-0)  and  they
dropped  to  sixth.

9-0-0  Georgia  became  the  fourth  #1  of  the  season,  a  ranking  they  had  not  had  since  1942.   They  won
31-21  at  unranked  Auburn  (5-4-0)  and,  after  an  idle  week,  won  38-20  at  home  over  unranked  Georgia  Tech  
(1-8-1)  to  complete  their  regular  season.   A  17-10  Sugar  Bowl  win  over  Notre  Dame  gave  Coach  Vince
Dooley  and  the  Dawgs  their  first  AP  National  Championship.   Pittsburgh  finished  #2  with  a  37-9  win  over
South  Carolina  in  the  Gator  Bowl  and  Oklahoma  was  #3  with  their  18-17  win  over  Florida  State  in  the
Orange  Bowl,  dropping  the  Seminoles  to  #5.  Michigan  was  #4  in  the  Final  Poll  with  a  23-6  win  over  
Washington  in  the  Rose  Bowl.  It  was  the  Woverines  ninth  straight  win  after  a  dismal  1-2-0  start.  Fourteen
of  the  preseason  Top  Twenty  were  ranked  in  the  Final  Poll.

Senior  running  back  George  Rogers  of  South  Carolina  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  defensive  lineman
Hugh  Green  of  Pittsburgh  was  runnerup.   Freshman  running  back  Herschel  Walker  of  Georgia  was  third.
Purdue  senior  Mark  Hermann  was  fourth  and  Brigham  Young  junior  Jim  McMahon  was  fifth,  both
quarterbacks.

1980  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 9 4

GEORGIA 12-0-0 1-0-0 16 12 10 10 8 6 6 5 4 2 1 1 1 1 1 1
PITTSBURGH 11-1-0 1-1-0 3 3 5 6 6 4 11 12 11 9 8 6 4 4 3 2
OKLAHOMA 10-2-0 3-0-0 5 4 3 4 12 12 17 17 16 11 10 9 6 5 4 3
MICHIGAN 10-2-0 3-1-0 12 11 14 17 NR NR NR NR 18 12 11 10 7 6 5 4
FLORIDA  STATE 10-2-0 2-2-0 13 10 9 9 16 11 7 6 5 3 3 3 3 3 2 5

ALABAMA 10-2-0 1-2-0 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 5 8 9 8 9 6
NEBRASKA 10-2-0 2-2-0 7 8 6 3 3 10 10 9 8 5 4 4 10 9 8 7
PENN STATE 10-2-0 2-2-0 18 14 12 11 17 14 12 13 13 10 9 7 5 10 10 8
NOTRE DAME  9-2-1 4-2-0 11 7 7 8 7 7 5 4 3 1 6 2 2 2 7 9
NORTH  CAROLINA 11-1-0 0-1-0 14 15 13 14 10 8 8 7 6 14 15 15 13 12 13 10

SOUTHERN CAL  8-2-1 1-2-0 4 5 4 5 4 2 2 8 7 4 2 12 17 17 12 11
BRIGHAM  YOUNG 12-1-0 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 17 13 13 13 12 13 14 12
UCLA  9-2-0 3-0-0 NR NR NR 16 11 5 4 3 2 8 17 18 14 14 15 13
BAYLOR 10-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 20 18 13 11 10 16 12 11 8 7 6 14
OHIO  STATE  9-3-0 0-3-0 1 1 2 2 2 9 9 10 9 7 7 5 11 11 11 15

WASHINGTON  9-3-0 1-1-0 20 19 16 13 NR NR NR 18 NR NR NR 16 15 15 16 16
PURDUE  9-3-0 0-3-0 9 20 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 17 16 NR NR NR NR 17
MIAMI-FLA  9-3-0 1-3-0 NR NR NR NR 13 13 18 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 20 18
MISSISSIPPI  STATE  9-3-0 2-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 19 17 16 16 17 19
SO METHODIST  8-4-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR 20 NR NR 19 20 NR NR 20 20 19 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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