
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1947  SEASON

Notre  Dame  was  #1  in  the  first  season  poll,  receiving  52  of  103  first  place  votes.  The  Irish  had
played  only  one  game,  winning  at  Pitt  (0-1-0)  40-6.  In  their  next  game,  Pitt  lost  69-0  at  Michigan
while  Notre  Dame  was  winning  22-7  at  unranked  Purdue  (1-1-0).  The  voters  compared  scores  against
Pitt  and  elevated  Michigan  to  #1  and  dropping  Notre  Dame  to  #2.

After  a  49-21  win  at  unranked  Northwestern  (1-2-0),  Michigan  beat  unranked  Minnesota  (3-1-0)  13-6
at  home.   The  voters  then  restored  the  Irish  to  the  #1  spot  and  dropped  Michigan  to  #2.  Notre  Dame
remained  #1  for  two  additional  weeks  with  a  27-0  win  over  unranked  Navy  (1-3-1)  at  Cleveland  and
a  27-7  win  over  #9  Army  (4-1-1)  at  home.   The  following  week,  the  Irish  had  a  close  26-19  win  at
unranked  Northwestern  (2-5-0),  a  team  Michigan  had  earlier  beat  49-21.   The  voters  again  compared
scores,  Michigan  regaining the  #1  spot,  the  Irish  dropping  to  #2.   In  their  final  regular   season  game
at  home,  Michigan  beat  unranked  Ohio  State  (2-5-1)  21-0  but  again  dropped  to  #2,  the  Irish  at  #1.

After  being  idle  for  a  week,  the  Irish  traveled  to  third  ranked  Southern  California  (7-0-1)  and  finished
their  season  with  a  convincing  38-7  win.  The  Irish  remained  #1  in  the  Final  Poll  on  December  9th
receiving  107  of  142  first   place  votes  while  Michigan  had  25.  In  an  "unofficial"  vote  after  Michigan
demolished  the  #8  Trojans  (7-1-1)  49-0  in  the  Rose  Bowl,  the  voters  chose  Michigan  as  #1.   However,
the  Irish  remained  as  official  AP  National  Champions,  the  third  for  them  and  Coach  Frank  Leahy.

In  other  postseason  games,  #3  Southern  Methodist  (9-0-1)  and  #4  Penn  State  (9-0-0)  tied  13-13  in  
the  Cotton  Bowl,  #5  Texas  (9-1-0)  won  27-7  over  #6  Alabama  (8-2-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl  and  #10
Georgia  Tech  (9-1-0)  won  20-14  over  #12  Kansas  (8-0-2)  in  the  Orange  Bowl.

The  Heisman  Trophy  winner  was  Notre  Dame  senior  quarterback   Johnny  Lujack  with  Michigan's
senior  running  back  Bob  Chappius  second  and  Southern  Methodist  sophomore  running  back  Doak
Walker  third.   Mississippi's  Charley  Conerly  was  fourth  and  Alabama's  Harry  Gilmer  was  fifth,  both
senior  running  backs.

1947  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS 
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL FPO 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 9

NOTRE  DAME  9-0-0 2-0-0 1 2 2 1 1 1 2 1 1 1
MICHIGAN 10-0-0 1-0-0 2 1 1 2 2 2 1 2 2 2
SO METHODIST  9-0-2 2-0-1 NR NR 12 8 3 4 3 3 4 3
PENN  STATE  9-0-1 0-0-1 12 9 9 7 7 8 5 5 5 4
TEXAS 10-1-0 4-1-0 3 3 3 3 8 7 7 7 6 5

ALABAMA  8-3-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR 18 16 14 8 6 7 6
PENNSYLVANIA  7-0-1 1-0-1 7 8 8 4 4 3 6 8 8 7
SOUTHERN CAL  7-2-1 1-2-1 20 11 10 5 5 5 4 4 3 8
NORTH  CAROLINA  8-2-0 3-1-0 19 NR NR NR 18 19 13 10 10 9
GEORGIA  TECH 10-1-0 2-1-0 4 5 7 6 6 6 10 9 9 10

ARMY  5-2-2 0-2-1 5 7 6 10 9 13 11 12 11 11
KANSAS  8-1-2 0-1-1 NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 13 13t 12
MISSISSIPPI  9-2-0 0-0-0 18 NR NR NR NR 15t 15 15 12 13
WILLIAM & MARY  9-2-0 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR 15 12 14 14 13t 14
CALIFORNIA  9-1-0 0-1-0 8 4 4 14 12 10 9 11 15 15

OKLAHOMA  7-2-1 0-1-1 15 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 18 16
NO CAROLINA STATE  5-3-1 0-2-0 NR 18 NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 17
RICE  6-3-1 0-2-1 16 15 NR NR NR NR 20 18 17 18
DUKE  4-3-2 1-2-0 13 17 15 9 13 NR NR NR NR 19
COLUMBIA  7-2-0 1-1-0 11 NR NR 20 17 NR 19 16 NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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