
PREFACE 
 

The annual college football National Champion is not always a unanimous choice of the varied selectors. Since 

the start of the Associated Press Poll (1936), only 46 of the 81 National Champions were unanimous choices. 

However, "unanimous" should be the norm with the playoffs in place.  

Over the years, there have been no less than 37 different selectors of the National Champion. Presently, 3 major 

selectors remain:  

Associated Press Poll (sportswriters and broadcasters) 

Dunkel System 

USA TODAY / CNN (Coaches)* 

 

Although the Associated Press Poll is not the oldest (Dunkel started in 1929). it is now probably the most 

popular. For that reason, I chose it to summarize college football history, at least since 1936. In the early years, 

the first poll of the season was taken after a few games were played and the final poll was taken after the regular 

season. In the 1949 season, Notre Dame was voted the National Champion before they played their last game 

(which they won against Southern Methodist at Dallas, 27-20) on December 3rd. The 1949 Final Poll was 

November 29th.  

The first poll taken after the bowl games did not occur until the 1965 season when the top three teams lost on 

New Year's Day. Since the 1968 season, all Final Polls have been taken after the bowl games (the Coaches Final 

Poll after the bowl games did not start until the 1974 season).  

Since 2014, a four team playoff determines a "true" National Champion in FBS (Division I-A). For the 2016 

seasons teams were selected by a special committee (see “PAGE-VI") who had their final vote on December 4th. 

Alabama, Clemson, Ohio State and Washington were selected and seeded in that order. On December 31st in the 

Peach Bowl, Alabama beat Washington 24-7 and in the Fiesta Bowl, Clemson beat Ohio State 31-0. On January 

9th in the Championship game in Tampa, FL, #1 Alabama lost 35-31 to #2 Clemson, who won their 2nd and coach 

Dabo Swinney’s 1st Associated Press National Championship.   

The 2016 Final Poll had 12 teams repeating from 2015. San Diego State (25) made its first appearance since 1977 

and South Florida (19) and Western Michigan (15) made their first ever appearance. 

Ohio State continued as the all-time leader with 870 appearances (see page SV-02) and Michigan (823) remained 

2nd. Oklahoma (795 ) is 3rd, Notre Dame (770) 4th and Alabama (759) 5th. In 2016, 66 teams received at least one 

vote in the weekly polls. 

Michigan is the current leader of consecutive Final Poll appearances with 9 and remains the all-time leader with 

59 appearances (see page SI-03).  

The Division I-A number of teams stayed at 128 with the addition of Charlotte and the loss of Alabama-

Birmingham (UAB) who dropped football after the 2014 season.  

A complete summary of the 2015 season (see page SIV-99) includes game sites and scores, weekly and Final Poll 

rankings for all 128 teams.  

 
* formerly United Press International Poll  
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