
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1988  SEASON

The  #1  ranking, for  the  first  time  ever  and  in  the  preseason, belonged  to  Florida State  but  the  Seminoles
promptly  lost  at  #8  Miami-Fla  31-0  in  the  opener  for  both  teams,  dropping  the  Seminoles  to  tenth. Miami
jumped  to  #1  and  after  an  idle  week  traveled  to  #15  Michigan  (0-1-0)  and  came  away  with  a  narrow
31-30  win.  Back  at  home  they  won  23-3  over  Wisconsin  (0-2-0)  and  55-0  over  Missouri  (1-1-1),  both
unranked.  After  another  idle  week,  the  Hurricanes traveled  to  #4  Notre  Dame  (5-0-0)  and  lost  31-30  when
a  two-point  conversion  attempt  failed  after  their  last  score  and  dropping  the  Hurricanes  to  fourth.

UCLA,  who  had  been  #2  for  five  straight  weeks,  claimed  #1  with  the  Irish  at  #2.    It  was  the  first  #1
ranking  for  the  Bruins  since  November  of  1967.   After  a  24-3  win  at  unranked  Arizona  (4-2-0),  UCLA  was
upset  34-30  at  home  by  unranked  Washington  State  (4-3-0)  and  dropped  to  sixth.   The  Irish  then  claimed
the  top  spot  as  they  won  22-7  over  unranked  Navy  (3-4-0)  at Baltimore.   As  #1,  they  won  at  home  54-11
over  unranked  Rice  (0-7-0)  and  after  an  idle  week,  won  21-3  at  home  over  unranked  Penn  State  (5-5-0).

In  the  regular  season  finale  for  both  teams  and  both  at  10-0-0,  Notre  Dame  beat  #2  Southern  Cal  27-10
in  the  Coliseum  at  Los  Angeles.  This  left  only  the  Irish  and  #3  West  Virgina  as  undefeated  teams,  both  at  
11-0-0,  and  were  matched  in  the  Fiesta  Bowl.   Notre  Dame  won  a  record  eighth  AP  National  Championship
with  a  34-21  victory  over  the  Mountaineers,  the  first  championship  for  Coach  Lou  Holtz.   Miami-Fla  was
runnerup  to  the  Irish  when  they  won  20-3  over  Nebraska  in  the  Orange  Bowl.   Florida  State's  13-7  Sugar
Bowl  win  over  Auburn  gave  them  #3  in  the  Final  Poll  and  Michigan  jumped  from  #11  to  #4  with  their  22-13
Rose  Bowl  win  over  USC.   West  Virginia  finished  #5  and  UCLA  climbed  to  #6  with  a  17-3  Cotton  Bowl  win
over  Arkansas.  Auburn  finished  #8  and  Clemson  jumped  to  #9  with  a  13-6  win  over  Oklahoma  in  the  Citrus
Bowl.   Nebraska's  loss  to  Miami  dropped  the  Huskers  from  #6  to  #10.

Junior  running  back  Barry  Sanders  of  Oklahoma  State  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  Rodney  Peete,  USC's
senior  quarterback,  was  runnerup.   Three  quarterbacks,  senior  Troy  Aikman  of  UCLA,  junior  Steve  Walsh
of  Miami-Fla  and  sophomore  Major  Harris  of  West  Virginia,  finished  third,  fourth  and  fifth,  respectively.  No
Notre  Dame  player  finished  in  the  Top  Ten  of  the  Heisman  voting.

1988  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) AUG SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 30 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 3

NOTRE  DAME 12-0-0 4-0-0 13 13 13 8 8 5 5 4 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
MIAMI-FLA 11-1-0 5-1-0 8 6 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 2
FLORIDA  STATE 11-1-0 2-1-0 1 1 10 10 9 6 6 5 7 6 5 5 5 5 4 4 3
MICHIGAN  9-2-1 2-2-0 11 10 9 15 19 19 17 15 20 14 14 13 12 11 11 11 4
WEST  VIRGINIA 11-1-0 1-1-0 16 16 12 12 11 7 7 6 6 7 4 4 4 4 3 3 5

UCLA 10-2-0 2-2-0 5 5 5 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 6 6 6 9 8 9 6
SOUTHERN CAL 10-2-0 2-2-0 6 8 6 5 5 3 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 5 5 7
AUBURN 10-2-0 2-2-0 7 7 7 6 4 4 4 12 10 9 9 9 8 7 7 7 8
CLEMSON 10-2-0 1-1-0 4 4 3 3 12 11 11 11 9 15 17 16 15 13 13 13 9
NEBRASKA 11-2-0 2-2-0 2 2 2 11 10 9 9 7 5 5 7 7 7 6 6 6 10

OKLAHOMA  STATE 10-2-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR 20 18 13 13 10 15 12 12 14 13 12 12 12 11
ARKANSAS 10-2-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 17 13 11 11 11 10 8 9 8 12
SYRACUSE 10-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 16 16 15 14 19 18 17 13
OKLAHOMA  9-3-0 1-3-0 3 3 4 4 3 10 10 9 8 8 8 8 9 10 10 10 14
GEORGIA  9-3-0 0-1-0 12 12 8 7 6 15 15 13 11 18 19 17 20 20 19 19 15

WASHINGTON ST  9-3-0 2-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 19 18 17 18 16
ALABAMA  9-3-0 0-2-0 14 14 14 13 13 12 12 NR NR 19 18 18 18 17 20 20 17
HOUSTON  9-3-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 14 14 14 18
LOUISIANA  STATE  8-4-0 2-2-0 18 17 11 9 7 14 NR 19 16 13 13 12 11 16 16 16 19
INDIANA  8-3-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 14 NR 20t NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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