
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1953  SEASON

Notre  Dame  would  be  #1  in  the  preaseason  poll  for  the  second  time  but  unlike  1950,  the  Irish  would
stay  #1  for  nine  consecutive  weeks  before  dropping  to  #2  after  a  14-14  tie  at  home  with  twentieth
ranked  Iowa  (5-3-0).  While  #1,  at  sixth  ranked  Oklahoma  (0-0-0),  they  won  28-21  and  at  home  they
won  23-14  over  fifteenth  ranked  Pitt  (1-1-1).  The  next  week  at  home,  the  Irish  stopped  fourth  ranked
Georgia  Tech  (4-0-1)  and  their  31  game  unbeaten  streak  with  a  27-14  win.  A  week  later,  twentieth
ranked  Navy  (3-1-1)  fell  to  the  Irish  38-7.  After  the  tie  with  Iowa,  at  twentieth  ranked  Southern
California  (6-2-1),  Notre  Dame  won  48-14  and,  at  home,  defeated  unranked  Southern  Methodist  (5-4-0)
40-14.   It  would  be  Coach  Frank  Leahy's  final  game  after  a  career  that  included  four  AP  National
Championships  and  four  Heisman  Trophy  winners.  His  career  record,  including  two  years  at  Boston
College,  was  107-13-9  for  a  sparkling  0.864  winning  percentage,  second  all-time  to  Rockne.

Maryland  was  #9  in  the  preseason  poll  and,  as  #2,  won  38-0  over  eleventh  ranked  Mississippi  (7-1-0)     
and  20-0  over  eleventh  ranked  Alabama  (5-1-3)  to  get  to  #1  with  a  regular  season  record  of  10-0-0
before  losing  7-0  to  fourth  ranked  Oklahoma  (9-1-1)  in  the  Orange  Bowl,  giving  the  Sooners  the
distinction  of  playing  the  #1  team  twice  in  the  season.   Oklahoma's  only  loss  was  in  their  first  game
to  #1  Notre  Dame,  who  finished  #2  in  the  Final  Poll.   Maryland  had  187  first  place  votes  to  141  for
the  Irish.  Coach  Jim  Tatum  and  the  Maryland  Terrapins  won  their  first  AP  national  Championship.

In  other  postseason  games,  #3  Michigan  State  (8-1-0)  won  28-20  over  #5  UCLA  (8-1-0)  in  the Rose
Bowl,  #6  Rice  (8-2-0)  won  28-6  over  #13  Alabama  (6-2-3)  in  the  Cotton  Bowl,  #8  Georgia  Tech  (8-2-1)
won  42-19  over  #10  West  Virginia (8-1-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl  and  #12  Texas  Tech  (10-1-0)  won  35-13
#17  Auburn  (7-2-1)  in  the  Gator  Bowl.

Johnny  Lattner  of  Notre  Dame  was  the  Heisman  Trophy  winner  in  a  close  vote  over  Paul  Giel  of
Minnesota.   Paul  Cameron  of  UCLA  was  third,  all  three  senior  running  backs.   Maryland's  Bernie
Faloney  was  fourth  and  Stanford's  Bob  Garrett  was  fifth,  both  senior  quarterbacks.

1953  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL FPO PS 29 6 13 20 27 3 10 17 24 1

MARYLAND 10-1-0 1-1-0 9 3 4 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 1
NOTRE  DAME  9-0-1 2-0-1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2
MICHIGAN  STATE 9-1-0 3-0-0 2 2 2 2 2 6 5 4 3 3 3
OKLAHOMA  9-1-1 2-1-0 6 8 16 12 9 9 8 6 4 4 4
UCLA  8-2-0 1-2-0 4 5 6 4 14 10 9 7 5 5 5

RICE  9-2-0 2-1-0 12 14 11 11 NR 12 NR 16t 10 8 6
ILLINOIS  7-1-1 2-1-0 NR NR NR 9 7 4 4 3 7 6 7
GEORGIA  TECH  9-2-1 3-2-0 3 9 10 6 4 8 6 5 12 10 8
IOWA  5-3-1 0-3-1 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20 9 9
WEST  VIRGINIA  8-2-0 0-1-0 16 13 12 10 8 5 7 8 19 11 10

TEXAS  7-3-0 0-2-0 11 17 15 NR NR NR 19 10 6 7 11
TEXAS  TECH 11-1-0 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 17 14 12
ALABAMA  6-3-3 2-2-0 5 NR NR NR NR NR 20 NR 11 NR 13
ARMY 7-1-1 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 15 NR NR NR 18 14
WISCONSIN  6-2-1 2-1-0 NR 15 NR NR NR NR NR NR 8 12 15

KENTUCKY  7-2-1 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR 16t 19 14 13 13 13 16
AUBURN  7-3-1 1-2-0 NR NR NR 19 NR NR 15 20 14 16 17
DUKE  7-2-1 0-2-0 10 12 8 7 16t 13 10 14 15 NR 18
STANFORD  6-3-1 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 20 17 11 16t 16 19 19
MICHIGAN  6-3-0 1-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR 16 17t NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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