
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1954  SEASON

Notre  Dame,  for  the  third  time,  was  the  preseason  #1  and  for  the  third  time  would  prove  the  voters
wrong.   The  Irish  were  not  a  strong  pick  either  as  they  edged  #2  Oklahoma  1,449  points  to  1,431  but
had  52  first  place  votes  compared  to  74  for  Oklahoma.   The  Irish  dropped  to  #2  without  playing  a  game
as  Oklahoma  won  27-13  at  twelfth  ranked  California  in  the  opener  for  both  teams.   In  their  next  game,
the  Sooners  at  home  won  21-16  over  twentieth  ranked Texas Christian  but  switched  places again  with  the
Irish  who  promptly  lost  27-14  at  home  to  nineteenth  ranked  Purdue  (1-0-0).   It  would  be  new  Irish  head
coach  Terry  Brennan's  only  game  as  #1  and  Notre  Dame's  only  loss  as  they  dropped  to  eighth.

Oklahoma  improved  to  4-0-0  with  a  14-7  win  in  Dallas  over  #15  Texas  (2-1-0)  and  a  65-0  thrashing  at
unranked  Kansas  (0-4-0)  but  dropped  to  #2  after  a  21-0  home  win  over  unranked  Kansas  State  (4-1-0).
Ohio  State  (4-0-0),  ranked  #20  in  the  preseason  poll,  jumped  to  #1  after  a  27-13  home  win  over  #2
Wisconsin  (4-0-0)  but  dropped  to  #2  after a narrow  14-7  win  at  unranked  Northwestern  (1-4-0).   UCLA  
achieved  their  first  ever  #1  with  a  27-6  win  at  unranked  California  (2-4-0).   After  a  41-0  home  win  over
unranked  Oregon  (4-3-0),  UCLA  remained  #1  but,  while  idle,  dropped  to  #2  as  Ohio  State  regained  #1
with  a  28-6  win  at  unranked  Purdue  (4-2-1)  and  would  win  their  second  AP  National  Championship  with
a  21-7  home  win  over  #12  Michigan  (6-2-0).  In the Rose  Bowl,  the  Buckeyes  won  20-7  over  #17  Southern
California  (8-3-0).   A  better  opponent  would  have  been  #2  ranked  and  undefeated  UCLA  who  were  the
UPI  Coaches  Poll  #1  choice  but  UCLA's  previous  year  Rose  Bowl  appearance  denied  that  matchup.   In
the  AP  Final  Poll,  Ohio  State  had  204  first  place  votes  and  3,670  points  compared  to  UCLA's  133  first
place  votes  and  3,594  points.   Ohio  State  was  the  first  AP  National  Champion  to  be  not  ranked  in  every
weekly  poll,  having  started  #20  in  the  preseason   and  dropping  out  of  the  Top  Twenty  in  the  next  poll.

In  other  postseason  games,  #5  Navy  (7-2-0)   defeated  #6  Mississippi  (9-1-0)  21-0  in  the  Sugar  Bowl  and
#13  Auburn (7-3-0)  won  33-13  over  #18  Baylor  (7-3-0)  in  the  Gator  Bowl.

The  Heisman  Trophy  winner  was  Wisconsin  running  back  Alan  Ameche.  Oklahoma  linebacker  Kurt  Burris
was  second,  Ohio  State  running  back  Howard  Cassady  third,  Notre  Dame  quarterback  Ralph  Guglielmi
fourth  and  California  running  back  Paul  Larson  was  fifth.   All  were  seniors  except  junior  Cassady.

1954  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER
TOTAL FPO PS 21 28 5 12 19 26 2 9 16 23 30

OHIO  STATE 10-0-0 3-0-0 20 NR 13 10 4 4 1 2 2 1 1 1
UCLA  9-0-0 2-0-0 8 8 4 2 3 3 3 1 1 2 2 2
OKLAHOMA 10-0-0 0-0-0 2 1 2 1 1 1 2 3 3 3 3 3
NOTRE  DAME 9-1-0 2-0-0 1 2 1 8 8 6 6 5 5 4 4 4
NAVY  8-2-0 3-1-0 NR NR NR 19t 9t NR 15 19 10 7 6 5

MISSISSIPPI  9-2-0 0-2-0 10 9 8 7 7 5 12 9 7 6 5 6
ARMY  7-2-0 2-1-0 13 18 NR NR 18 9 5 7 6 5 7 7
MARYLAND  7-2-1 0-2-0 3 3 6 13 NR NR NR NR 17 13 10 8
WISCONSIN  7-2-0 1-1-0 9 10 5 3 2 2 8 16 17 17 8 9
ARKANSAS  8-3-0 2-1-0 NR NR NR NR 12 7 4 4 14 9 13 10

MIAMA-FLA  8-1-0 2-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 16 10 6 4 16 11 11
WEST  VIRGINIA 8-1-0 1-0-0 NR NR NR 16 14 10 7 17 16 14 12 12
AUBURN  8-3-0 2-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18 15 13
DUKE  8-2-1 0-2-0 15 19 7 6 6 19 16 11 NR NR 20t 14
MICHIGAN  6-3-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 11 NR NR 12 14 15

VIRGINIA  TECH 8-0-1 0-0-0 NR NR NR 19t 16 14 14 18 15 15 16 16
SOUTHERN  CAL  8-4-0 0-3-0 17 15 9 9 NR 17 13 10 8 7 17 17
BAYLOR  7-4-0 0-4-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20t 18 20 NR 18
RICE  7-3-0 1-2-0 16 13 16 11 NR NR 19 15 NR NR NR 19
PENN  STATE  7-2-0 0-1-0 NR NR 10 12 9t NR NR NR NR NR 19 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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