
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1967  SEASON

Notre  Dame  was  the  preseason  choice  for  #1,  the  fourth  time  since  1950  when  the  preseason  polls
were  started.  But  like  the  previous  three  times  the  Irish  would  not  fulfill  that  choice.  After  the  season
opening  41-8  home  win  over  unranked  California  (1-0-0),  the  Irish  lost  28-21  at  #10  Purdue  (1-0-0)  and
dropped  to  sixth.

The  Trojans  of  USC  took  over  #1  after  a  21-17  win  at  unranked  Michigan  State  (0-1-0)  and  improved
to  4-0-0  with  a  30-0  home  win  over  unranked  Stanford  (2-1-0).  The  following  week,  the  Trojans  traveled
to  Notre  Dame  for  their  annual  battle  with  the  Irish.   They  got  revenge  for  the  51-0  rout  in  1966  by
beating  the  #5  Irish  (2-1-0)  24-7.  The  following  three  weeks  they  won  23-6  at  unranked  Washington
(4-1-0),  28-6  at  home  over  unranked  Oregon  (1-5-0)  and  31-12  at  unranked  California  (3-4-0),  the  Golden
Bears  second  loss  of  the  season  to  the  #1  ranked  team.   At  8-0-0,  the  Trojans  were  upset  3-0  at
unranked  Oregon  State  (5-2-1)  and  dropped  to  fourth.

UCLA,  at  7-0-1  after  a  48-0  home  win  over  unranked  Washington  (5-3-0),  ascended  to  the  #1  spot  for
the  first  time  since  1955.   The  only  blemish  on  the  Bruins'  record  was  a  16-16  tie  at  home  with  Oregon
State  (5-2-0)  who  then  conquered  the  USC  Trojans.  The  next  week  the  Bruins  traveled  crosstown  to  play
at  USC,  and  in  a  memorable  game,  lost  21-20  to  the  Trojans  and  dropped  back  to  #4  while  USC  again
became  #1.

The  following  week  the  Trojans  were  idle,  having  completed  their  regular  season  while  UCLA  lost  32-14
at  home  to  unranked  Syracuse  (7-2-0)  and  dropped  out  of  the  Top  Ten  in  the  Final  Poll.   Southern
California  won  their  second  AP  National  Championship  under  Coach  John  McKay  and,  in  the  Rose  Bowl,
won  14-3  over  #4  ranked  and  Big  Ten  Champion  Indiana  (9-1-0).

In  the  only  other  postseason  game  between  Top  Ten  teams,  #2  Tennessee  (9-1-0)  lost  26-24  to  #3
Oklahoma  (9-1-0)  in  the  Orange  Bowl.

Quarterback  Gary  Beban  of  UCLA  was  the  Heisman  Trophy  winner.  Running  back  Orenthal  James  "O.J."
Simpson  of  Southern  Califonia  finished  second  and  defensive  back  Leroy  Keyes  of  Purdue  was  third.
Syracuse  running  back  Larry  Csonka  was  fourth  and  Florida  State  quarterback  Kim  Hammond  was  fifth.
All  were  seniors  except  juniors  Simpson  and  Keyes.

The  1967  season  would  be  the  last  for  ranking  only  the  Top  Ten  teams  and  would  be  the  last  to  have
a  Final  Poll  before  the  bowl  games.

1967  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER
TOTAL FPO PS 19 26 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28

SOUTHERN CAL 10-1-0 2-1-0 4 4 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 1 1
TENNESSEE  9-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR 7 3 3 2 2 2 2
OKLAHOMA 10-1-0 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 8 7 5 3
INDIANA  9-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 10 7 6 5 NR 4
NOTRE  DAME  8-2-0 0-2-0 1 1 1 6 5 NR NR 10 9 9 6 5

WYOMING 10-1-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 10 8 8 7 6 7 6
OREGON  STATE  7-2-1 2-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 8 8 7
ALABAMA  8-2-1 0-1-0 2 2 9 9 7 6 NR NR NR NR 9 8
PURDUE  8-2-0 1-2-0 NR NR 10 4 2 2 7 6 5 3 3 9
PENN  STATE  8-2-1 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 10

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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