
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1991  SEASON

For  the  second  time,  Florida  State  was  the  preseason  #1  and  would  hold  that  spot  for  twelve  weeks.
In  achieving  a  10-0-0  record,  the  Seminoles  defeated  three  ranked  teams  starting  with  a  44-28  win  over
#19  Brigham  Young  in  the  season  opener  Pigskin  Classic  at  Anaheim.   At  3-0-0,  Florida  State  won  51-31
at  #3  Michigan  (2-0-0)  and  the  next  week  at  home  won  46-14  over  #10  Syracuse  (4-0-0).

After  five  additional  wins,  33-20  over  Virginia  Tech  (2-3-0)  at  Orlando,  39-10  over  Middle  Tennessee  State
(4-1-0)  at  home,  27-16  at  Louisiana  State  (3-3-0),  40-15  at  Louisville  (2-6-0)  and  38-10  over  South  Carolina
(3-2-2)  at  home,  all  unranked,  the  Seminoles  lost   at  home, 17-16,  to  #2  Miami-Fla  (8-0-0)  and  dropped  to
third.   Miami  became  #1  and  undefeated  Washington  was  #2.   They  remained  that  way  as  Miami  completed
the  regular  season  with  wins  of  29-14  at  unranked  Boston  College  (4-6-0)  and  39-12  at  home  over  #31
San  Diego  State  (8-2-1).  Miami  defeated  Nebraska  22-0  in  the  Orange  Bowl  and  claimed  their  fourth  AP
National  Championship  and  second  for  Coach  Dennis  Erickson.  Washington  was  #2  with  a  34-14  Rose  Bowl
win  over  Michigan.  In  the  Final  poll,  32  voters  chose  Miami  and  28  voted  for  Washington  resulting  in  1,472
points  for  the  Hurricanes  and  1,468  for  the  Huskies.  It  was  the  closest  Final  Poll  in  history.  Each  had  four
wins  over  Final  Poll  opponents.   However,  for  the  second  year  in  a  row,  the  Coaches  Poll  disagreed  and
voted  Washington  the  champion  of  college  football.   Penn  State  finished  #3  with  a  42-17  Fiesta  Bowl  win
over  Tennessee,  Florida  State  earned  #4  with  a  10-2  Cotton  Bowl  win  over  Texas  A&M  and  Alabama
completed  the  top  five  with  a  30-25  Blockbuster  Bowl  win  over  Colorado.   East  Carolina  made  their  first
Final  Poll  Top  Ten  after  not  receiving  even  one  vote  in  the  first  five  polls  of  the  season.

Desmond  Howard,  Michigan's  junior  wide  receiver  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  Casey  Weldon,  Florida
State's  senior  quarterback,  was  runnerup.   BYU  senior  quarterback  and  1990  winner  Ty  Detmer  was  third.
Junior  DL  Steve  Entman  of  Washington  was  fourth  and  junior  QB  Shane  Matthews  of  Florida  was  fifth.
No  Miami-Fla  player  finished  in  the Top  Ten  of  the Heisman  voting.

1991  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL (2)

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 2 9 16 23 30 7 14 21 28 4 11 18 25 2 2

MIAMI-FLA 12-0-0 4-0-0 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2t 2 1 1 1 1
WASHINGTON 12-0-0 4-0-0 4 4 4 4 4 3 3 3 3 3 2t 3 2 2 2 2
PENN  STATE 11-2-0 3-1-0 7 5 5 12 10 12 9 10 8 8 9 8 7 6 6 3
FLORIDA  STATE 11-2-0 4-2-0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 3 3 5 4
ALABAMA 11-1-0 3-1-0 22 20 16 28 22 20 19 14 7 7 8 7 8 8 8 5

MICHIGAN 10-2-0 2-2-0 2 2 3 3 3 7 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 6
FLORIDA 10-2-0 4-2-0 5 6 6 5 14 13 10 6 6 6 6 5 5 5 3 7
CALIFORNIA 10-2-0 2-2-0 32 34 29 24 20 18 13 7 10 10 7 6 6 14 14 8
EAST  CAROLINA 11-1-0 2-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 39t 31 23 20 17 16 14 13 12 12 9
IOWA 10-1-1 0-1-1 18 15 14 10 9 9 17 15 11 11 10 9 9 7 7 10

SYRACUSE 10-2-0 1-2-0 25 24 22 18 10 10 15 24 18 18 17 17 16 16 16 11
TEXAS A&M 10-2-0 0-2-0 21 21 20 15 26 23 21 19 13 12 12 13 12 10 9 12
NOTRE  DAME 10-3-0 3-3-0 6 7 7 11 8 8 7 5 5 5 5 12 17 18 18 13
TENNESSEE 9-3-0 2-3-0 11 11 11 6 5 4 4 8 15 14 13 10 10 9 10 14
NEBRASKA 9-2-1 1-2-1 15 14 13 9 16 15 14 9 9 9 11 11 11 11 11 15

OKLAHOMA 9-3-0 0-2-0 10 9 9 7 6 5 6 12 21 20 20 18 19 19 20 16
GEORGIA 9-3-0 1-2-0 38 38t 27 25 37 30 22 17 24 22 23 28 24 25 24 17
CLEMSON 9-2-1 1-2-0 9 8 8 8 7 6 18 21 19 16 15 15 14 13 13 18
UCLA 9-3-0 1-3-0 24 23 21 29 29 24 34 34 27 23 22 27 25 23 22 19
COLORADO 8-3-1 1-2-1 13 12 12 19 17 25 25 22 16 15 14 16 15 15 15 20

TULSA 10-2-0 1-1-0 NR NR NR NR 32t 44t NR NR NR 32t 26 26 23 22 23 21
STANFORD 8-4-0 3-2-0 40 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 34 28 22 21 17 17 22
BRIGHAM  YOUNG 8-3-2 1-3-1 19 25 38 NR NR NR NR NR NR 32t 27 23 26 26 26 23
NO  CAROLINA  STATE 9-3-0 0-2-0 31 33 33 31 27 19 16 11 12 19 18 24 22 21 21 24
AIR FORCE 10-3-0 0-2-0 36 37 36 32 28 34 30 28 31 28 32 29 31 33 32t 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games (2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included
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