SUMMARY OF THE 1961 SEASON

In the 1961 season, only the Top Ten teams were ranked in all weekly polls but the normal Top Twenty
were ranked in the Final Poll. The abundance of "NR" in the table below is the result of that format.

The lowa Hawkeyes were the preseason #1 and would remain there for two additional weeks with a
28-7 home win over unranked California (0-1-0) but dropped to #2 after a narrow 35-34 win at unranked
Southern California (1-1-0). lowa would finish the season with a 5-4-0 record and not be ranked in the
Final Poll. Mississippi took the #1 spot for one week only and dropped to #2 after Michigan State
Jumped from #5 to #1 with a 28-0 win at #6 Michigan (2-0-0). The Spartans improved to 5-0-0 with a
17-7 win over #6 Notre Dame (3-0-0) and a 35-0 win over unranked Indiana (1-3-0), both games at home,
before losing 13-0 at unranked Minnesota (4-1-0) and dropped to sixth. Texas took over #1 for two
weeks before losing 6-0 at home to unranked Texas Christian (2-4-1) and dropped to fifth. The 9-0-0
Alabama Crimson Tide, for the first time ever, were #1 and remained there with a 34-0 win over
unranked Auburn (6-3-0) at Birmingham. It was the first AP National Championship for the Tide and for
Coach Paul "Bear” Bryant who also became the third coach to have two #1 teams, having Texas A&M
#1 in 1957. The Final Poll voting was the closest ever as the Tide had 26 first place votes and 452
points to 20 votes and 436 points for #2 Ohio State. In the Sugar Bowl, Alabama remained unbeaten
with a 10-3 win over #9 Arkansas (8-2-0). Rulgers was the only other undefeated and untied team but
their weak schedule (no wins over a Final Poll opponent) gained them only a #15 Final Poll ranking.

In other postseason games, #3 Texas (9-1-0) won 12-3 over #5 Mississippi (9-1-0) in the Cotton Bowl,
#4 Louisiana State (9-1-0) won 25-7 over #7 Colorado (9-1-0) in the Orange Bowl, #6 Minnesota (7-2-0)
won 21-3 over #16 UCLA (7-3-0) in the Rose Bowl and #13 Georgia Tech (7-2-0) lost 30-15 to #17 Penn
State (6-3-0) in the Gator Bowl.

Ernie Davis of Syracuse won the Heisman Trophy with Bob Ferguson of Ohio State second and Jim

Saxon of Texas third, all senior running backs. Minnesota’s Sandy Stephens was fourth and Alabama’s
Pat Trammel was fifth, both senior quarterbacks.

1961 WEEKLY ASSOCIATED PRESS COLLEGE FOOTBALL RANKINGS

DATE OF POLL
COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEP OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC
TOTAL | FPO | PS | 26 | 3 | 10 | 17 | 24 [ 81 | 7 |14 | 21 | 28 | &

ALABAMA 1100 200 | 3 4 4 3 65 4 4 2 2 1 1 1
OHIO STATE 801 100 | 2 38 8 7 7 6 5 3 3 2 2 2
TEXAS 010 300 | 4 6 5 4 3 3 3 1 1 5 4 3
LOUISIANA STATE 1010 310 | 5 NR NR NR 10t 7 6 4 4 4 3 4
MISSISSIPPI 920 120 | 9 2 2 1 2 2 2 7 6 6 5 5
MINNESOTA 820 310 [NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 5 5 3 7 6
COLORADO 920 110 |[NR NR NR NR 9 10 8 8 8 7 6 7
MICHIGAN STATE 720 020 | 6 10 6 5 1 1 1 6 9O 8 8 8
ARKANSAS 830 130 |[NR NR NR NR 10t NR NR NR NR 9 9 9
UTAH STATE 911 000 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 10
MISSOURI 7241 110 [NR NR NR NR NR NR 10 10 NR 10 10 11
PURDUE 630 110 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 12
GEORGIA TECH 740 230 |[NR NR 3 NR 8 9 7 9 NR NR NR 13
SYRACUSE 830 010 |10 5 7 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 14
RUTGERS 900 000 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 15
UCLA 740 020 [NR 9 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 16
ARIZONA 811 000 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17t
PENN STATE 730 200 | 7 8 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17t
RICE 740 040 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 17t
DUKE 730 010 |[NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL POLL OPPONENTS
(1) Records include bow/ games
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