
SUMMARY  OF  THE  2004  SEASON

Southern  Cal,  for  the  fourth  time  and  first  since  1979,  was  the  preseason  #1,  receiving  48  of  65  first  place
votes.   The  Trojans  would  be  #1  in  every  poll,  becoming  only  the  fourth  team  to  accomplish  that  feat
(1943  Notre  Dame,  1945  Army  and  1999  Florida  State).   The  season  would  culminate  with  the  classic  #1  vs
#2  matchup  in  the  Orange  Bowl,  USC  romping  55-19  over  12-0  Oklahoma.   The  Sooners  were  the  #2  choice
in  the  BCS  rankings  that  included  three  other  undefeated  teams;  12-0  Auburn,  11-0  Utah  and  11-0  Boise  State.
In  the  Final  Poll,  USC  received  62  first  place  votes  and  3  went  to  Auburn,  a  16-13  victor  over  Virginia  Tech
in  the  Sugar  Bowl.  It  was  the  fifth  AP  National  Championship  for  the  Trojans  and  the  second  for  coach
Pete  Carroll,  achieving  back-to-back  titles.

In  the  season  opener  at  Landover,  Maryland,  USC  won  23-14  over  #42t  Virginia  Tech.   Other  close  games
included  a  31-28  win  at  unranked  Stanford  (2-0),  a  23-17  home  win  over  #7  California  (3-0),  a  28-20  win
at  unranked  Oregon  State  (4-4)  and  a  29-24  win  at  unranked  crosstown  rival  UCLA  (6-4)  in  the  regular
season  finale.   In  other  major  bowl  games,  Utah  remained  undefeated  with  a  35-7  win  over  Pittsburgh  in
the  Fiesta  Bowl,  Texas  won  38-37  over  Michigan  in  the  Rose  Bowl,  Iowa  won  30-25  over  Louisiana  State
in  the  Citrus  Bowl  and  Louisville  spoiled  Boise  State's  perfect  season  with  a  44-40  win  in  the  Liberty Bowl.
#4  Utah,  #6  Louisville  and  #12  Boise  State  all  achieved  their  best  ever  Final  Poll  rankings  and  #24  Navy
made  its  first  appearance  since  1963.

 USC  junior  Matt  Leinart,  won  the  Heisman  Trophy  and  also  became  the  eleventh  player  to  win  the  Heisman
and  the  AP  championship  in  the  same  year.   It  as  the  fifth  straight  year  for  a  quarterback  to  win.  Running
back  Adrian  Peterson  was  second  and  2003  winner  Josh  White  was  third,  both  of  Oklahoma.   Utah  junior
quarterback  Alex  Smith  was  fourth  and  USC  sophomore  running  back  Reggie  Bush  was  fifth.

2004  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS
DATE  OF  POLL (2)

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DEC JAN
TOTAL FPO PS 6 13 20 27 4 11 18 25 1 8 15 22 29 6 6

SOUTHERN CAL 13-0 4-0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
AUBURN 13-0 5-0 17 18 14 9 8 6 4 3 3 3 3 2t 3 3 3 2
OKLAHOMA 12-1 2-1 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2t 2 2 2 3
UTAH 12-0 1-0 20 17 15 14 14 11 11 9 9 7 7 5 5 5 5 4
TEXAS 11-1 2-1 7 7 6 5 5 5 9 8 8 6 6 6 6 6 6 5

LOUISVILLE 11-1 1-1 26 27 24 24 22 20 18 15t 14 14 12 8 7 7 7 6
GEORGIA 10-2 2-2 3 3 3 3 3 3 12 10 10 8 8 11 8 8 8 7
IOWA 10-2 3-2 19 16 16 28 NR NR NR 25 23 20 19 17 12 12 11 8
CALIFORNIA 10-2 1-2 13 12 10 10 10t 7 8 7 7 4 5 4 4 4 4 9
VIRGINIA TECH 10-3 2-2 42t 42t 38 32 NR 29t 26t 23 22 18 16 15t 11 10 9 10

MIAMI-FLA 9-3 4-1 6 5 4 4 4 4 3 4 4 11 18 12 9 9 14 11
BOISE STATE 11-1 1-1 30 29 23 21 23 21 21 19 18 16 14 13 10 11 10 12
TENNESSEE 10-3 1-2 14 14 13 11 10t 17 13 11 11 9 15 15t 15 15 15 13
MICHIGAN 9-3 1-2 8 8 17 18 19 14 14 13 12 10 9 7 13 14 13 14
FLORIDA STATE 9-3 1-1 5 4 8 8 9 8 7 5 5 13 11 10 19 16 17 15

LOUISIANA STATE 9-3 0-3 4 6 5 13 13 24 20 18 19 17 17 14 14 13 12 16
WISCONSIN 9-3 1-2 21 21 20 20 20 15 10 6 6 5 4 9 20 17 16 17
TEXAS TECH 8-4 1-2 39t NR NR NR 35t 36t 30 26 34t 28 26 30t 33t 24 23 18
ARIZONA STATE 9-3 1-2 NR NR NR 22 21 19 15 21 20t 23 20 20 18 21 21 19
OHIO STATE 8-4 1-2 9 9 9 7 7 18 25 NR 34t 37 29 NR 27 25 24 20

BOSTON COLLEGE 9-3 0-1 39t 39t 39 35 NR 34 32 NR 26 24 21 19 17 23 25 21
FRESNO STATE 9-3 1-1 35t 39t 19 17 17 29t NR NR NR NR NR 35t 36t 30 31 22
VIRGINIA 8-4 0-4 16 15 12 12 12 10 6 14 13 12 10 18 16 18 18 23
NAVY 10-2 0-0 NR NR NR NR 35t 31t 29 NR 34t 32 37 37t 33t 33 29 24
PITTSBURGH 8-4 1-1 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 38t 30t 27 NR 26 28 19 19 25

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games.  Ties  after  four  periods  decided  by  overtime.
(2)  Rankings  lower  than  25  included.
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