
SUMMARY  OF  THE  1950  SEASON

A  new  innovation  in  the  Associated  Press  football  polls  was  started  in  the  1950  season.   It  was  the
creation  of  a  "preseason  poll",  before  any  games  were  played.   Coincidentally,  it  occurred  when  the
United  Press  initiated  their  own  college  football  poll  but  used  selected  college  football  head  coaches  as
voters  instead  of  sportswriters  and  broadcasters.  Notre  Dame,  probably  on  the  strength  of  their  past
success,  was  the  first  presesaon  #1  choice.   They  received  101  first  place  votes  of  the  123  cast.   Their
reign  would  last  only  one  week  into  the  regular  season  poll  as  they  lost  in  their  second  game  of  the
season,  28-14  at  home  against  unranked  Purdue  (0-1-0).  They  would  drop  to  tenth  and  and  then  to
eleventh  before  dropping  out  of  the  Top  Twenty,  finishing  the  season  with  a  4-4-1  record.

After  the  Irish  loss  to  Purdue,  Army  took  over  the  #1  spot  and  would  hold  it  for  two  weeks  with  a  27-6
win  over  #18  Michigan  (1-1-0)  at  Yankee Stadium  and  49-0  at  unranked  Harvard  (0-2-0).  But  the  Cadets
would  drop  to  second  for  two  weeks  as  Southern  Methodist, for  the  first  time,  became  #1  win  a  5-0-0
record.  After  an  idle  week,  SMU  lost  23-20  at  #7  Texas  (4-1-0)  and  dropped  to  7th.  Three  more
losses  and  a  6-4-0  record  dropped  the  Mustangs  from  the  Final  Poll.  Army  would  regain  the  #1  spot
but  again  dropped  to  #3  after  a  51-0  win  at  home  over  unranked  New  Mexico  (2-5-0).

The  new  #1  was  Ohio  State  after  a  19-14  home  win  over  #15  Wisconsin  (5-1-0).  The  Buckeyes  only  loss
was  32-27  in  the  season  opener  at  home  against  #10  Southern  Methodist.  Their  next  game  was  a  14-7
loss  at  #8  Illinois  (6-1-0), dropping to 8th.  Oklahoma  became  #1  for  the  first  time  ever,  then  at  home won
49-35  over  #17  Nebraska  (6-1-1) to  finish #1 in  the Final  Poll,  giving  Coach  Bud  Wilkinson  and the Sooners
their  first  AP  National  Championship.   They  then  won  41-14  at  unranked  Oklahoma  State  (4-5-1)  only  to
lose  to  #7  Kentucky  (10-1-0)  in  the  Sugar  Bowl,  becoming  the  first  AP  National  champion  to  suffer  that
fate.   In  other  postseason  games,  #3  Texas  lost  20-14  to  #4  Tennessee  in  the  Cotton  Bowl,  #5  California
lost  14-6  to  #9  Michigan  in  the  Rose  Bowl,  #10  Clemson  won  15-14  over  #15  Miami-Fla  in  the  Orange
Bowl  and   #12  Wyoming  won  20-7  over  #18t  Washington & Lee  in  the  Gator  Bowl.

The  Heisman  Trophy  winner  was  junior  Vic  Janowicz  of  Ohio  State.  Kyle Rote of  SMU  was  second  and  
Francis  "Reds"  Bagnell  of  Pennsylvania  was  third,  both  seniors.   Kentucky  junior  Vito  "Babe"  Parilli  was
fourth  and  Nebraska  soph  Bobby  Reynolds  was  fifth.   All  were running  backs  except  quarterback  Parilli.

1950  WEEKLY  ASSOCIATED  PRESS  COLLEGE  FOOTBALL  RANKINGS 
DATE  OF  POLL

COLLEGE RECORDS (1) OCTOBER NOVEMBER
TOTAL FPO PS 3 10 17 24 31 7 14 21 28

OKLAHOMA 10-1-0 2-1-0 6 5 3 2 3 3 3 2 1 1
ARMY 8-1-0 1-0-0 2 4 1 1 2 2 1 3 2 2
TEXAS  9-2-0 0-2-0 5 7 4 7 7 7 5 6 5 3
TENNESSEE 11-1-0 4-0-0 4 NR 14 18 8 11 11 9 9 4
CALIFORNIA  9-1-1 1-1-0 14 9 7 5 5 6 6 4 4 5

PRINCETON  9-0-0 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 9 8 7 7 6
KENTUCKY 11-1-0 1-1-0 13 6 5 4 4 5 4 5 3 7
MICHIGAN  STATE 8-1-0 1-0-0 19 2 20 NR 15 13 12 10 10 8
MICHIGAN  6-3-1 2-3-0 3 19 18 NR 14 NR NR NR NR 9
CLEMSON 9-0-1 1-0-0 NR 18 13 12 16 14 13 11 11 10

WASHINGTON  8-2-0 0-2-0 NR 10 11 10 NR 12 17 19 18 11
WYOMING 10-0-0 1-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR 18 14 13 12 12
ILLINOIS  7-2-0 3-0-0 8 15 NR NR 12 10 10 8 6 13
OHIO  STATE  6-3-0 0-2-0 11 NR 12 9 6 4 2 1 8 14
MIAMI-FLA  9-1-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR 14 11 8 9 17 14 15

ALABAMA  9-2-0 1-1-0 NR 12 NR NR NR NR NR NR 17 16
NEBRASKA  6-2-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR 16 18 16 17
TULSA  9-1-1 0-0-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 18t
WASHINGTON & LEE  8-3-0 0-2-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 19 18t
TULANE  6-2-1 0-1-0 NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR NR 20

FPO - FINAL  POLL  OPPONENTS
(1)  Records  include  bowl  games
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