
 

 

The  AP  College  Football  Polls  1936-2016 

When  The  No.1  Team  Played  No.2 
In  the  81  years  of  the  Associated  Press  College  Football  Polls,  the  No. 1  team  has  played  the  No. 2  team  50  times.   No. 
1  leads  with  28  wins,  20  losses  and  2  ties  and  12  wins  in  22  bowl  match-ups.   The  BCS  Title Game  has  hosted  eight and  
the  Fiesta,  Orange  and  Sugar  Bowls  each  have  hosted  four  of  these  games.  The 2015 National Championship Playoff in 
Glendale, AZ was the most recent (In the 2016 season, #1 Alabama lost 35-31 to Clemson, #3 in the Associated Press Poll). 

Notre  Dame  has  appeared  in  10  of  these  contests,  6  as  No.1  (4-1-1)  and  4  as  No. 2  (1-2-1).   Alabama  has   also  been  in  
10,  two as No.1  (1-1-0)  and  8  as No.2  (6-2-0).   Oklahoma  has  8,  Florida  State  7  and  Florida,    Miami-FL,  Ohio  State ,  Texas  
and  Southern  California  have  each  appeared  six  times. 

It  took  eight  seasons  of  the  polls  before  the  first  match-up  occurred  October  9,  1943  when  No. 1  Notre  Dame  won  35-
12  at  Michigan.  The  second  came  just  six  weeks  later  when  No. 1 Notre  Dame,  at  home,  edged  the  Iowa  Seahawks  
Preflight  team  14-13. 

Army appeared in the next four, all as No. 1,  beating  Navy  23-7  in  Baltimore’s  Municipal  Stadium  in  1944,  Notre  Dame  48-0  
in  Yankee  Stadium  and  Navy  32-13  in  Philadelphia’s  Municipal  Stadium,  both  in  1945.  The  fourth  was  the  famous  1946  
0-0  tie  with  Notre  Dame  in  Yankee  Stadium. 

Sixteen  seasons  later,  No. 1  Southern  California  beat  Wisconsin  42-37  in  a  memorable  Rose  Bowl  game.  The  next  season  
(1963),  Texas  appeared  first  as   No. 2,  beating  Oklahoma  in  Dallas  28-7  and  then  claiming  the  National  Championship  
with  a  28-7  win  over  No. 2  Navy  in  the  Cotton  Bowl.   Two  years  later,  No.1  Notre  Dame  was  tied  10-10  at  Michigan  
State. 

Purdue’s  only  appearance  came  in 1968  when  they  prevailed  37-22  at  No. 2  Notre  Dame  and  at  the  end  of  the  season,  
No.1  Ohio  State  won  27-16  over  Southern  California  in  the  Rose  Bowl.   In 1969,   No. 1 Texas won a squeaker, 15-14 at 
Arkansas.   In  1971,  in  one  of  college  football’s  great  games,  No. 1  Nebraska  was  victorious  35-31  at  Oklahoma  and,  later  
in  the  season,  won  38-6  over  No. 2 Alabama  in  the  Orange  Bowl. 

In  the  1978  season,  Penn  State’s  bid  for  their  first  National  Championship  was  denied  as  No. 2  Alabama  won  14-7  in  
the  Sugar  Bowl.  In  1981,  No. 2  Oklahoma  lost  28-24  at  Southern  California  in  an  early  season  game  and  the  following  
year  No. 2  Penn  State  claimed  their  first  National  Championship  with  a  27-23  win  over  Georgia  in  the  Sugar  Bowl. 

In a 1985 Big Ten match-up, No.  2 Michigan lost 2-10 at Iowa.   In 1986, No.  1  Oklahoma  lost 28-16  at  Miami-FL  but  later  in  
the  Fiesta  Bowl,  No. 2  Penn  State  held  on  for  a  14-10  win  over  the  Hurricanes.  In  1987,  No. 2  Oklahoma  first  won  at  
Nebraska  but  then  lost  20-14  to  No. 2  Miami-FL  in  the  Orange  Bowl. 

After  20  years  in  1988,  No. 1  Notre  Dame  returned  to  this  match-up  winning  27-10  at  Southern  California  and  followed  
early  in  the  1989  season  with  a  24-19  win  at  No. 2  Michigan.  Florida  State  in  1991,  at  home,  made  its  first  appearance  
with  a  17-16  loss  to No. 2  Miami-FL  but  the  Hurricanes  were  upset  the  following  season  34-13  by  No. 2  Alabama  in  the  
Sugar  Bowl.   In  1993,  Florida  State  lost  31-24  at  No. 2  Notre  Dame  but  later  claimed  their  first  National  Championship  
with  an  18-16  Orange  Bowl  win  over  No. 2  Nebraska.  In  1994,  Nebraska  dominated  No. 2  Florida  62-24  in  the  Fiesta  
Bowl   and  the  Gators  were  losers  again,  24-21  at  No. 2  Florida  State  in  1996. 

In  the  1998  season,  Florida  State  lost  23-16  to  No. 1  Tennessee  in  the  Fiesta  Bowl   but  the  following  season  won  46-29  
over  No. 2  Virginia  Tech  in  the  Sugar  Bowl. 

In  the  2002  season  at  the  Fiesta  Bowl,  No. 2  Ohio  State  upset  Miami-FL  31-24  in  two  overtimes.  Southern  California  
won  55-19  over  No. 2  Oklahoma  in  the  2004  season  Orange  Bowl  but  lost  41-38   in  a  thrilling  game  to  No. 2  Texas  in  
the  2005  season  Rose  Bowl. 

In  the  2006  season,  for  the  first  time,  three  No. 1 vs No. 2  matchups  occurred.   No. 1  Ohio  State   won  at  Texas  24-7,  at  
home  42-39  against  Michigan  but  lost  41-14  to  Florida  in  the  BCS  Title  Game  (BCSTG)  at  Glendale,  Arizona . In the 2007 
season, the No.  1  Buckeyes  again  lost  in  the   BCSTG,   this  time  38-24  to  Louisiana  State  at  the  Superdome  in  New  
Orleans.   In the 2008 season, No. 1   Florida   beat   Oklahoma 24-14 in the BCSTG   at   Miami.   The    2009  season  featured  
Alabama  in  two  games:  first   as   No. 2   in   a  32-13  win   over    Florida  in  the    SEC   Championship   game  at  Atlanta   and   
second   as   No. 1  in   a   37-21   win  over  Texas  in  the  BCSTG  at  Pasadena.   In  the  2010  season  BCSTG,    No.1  Auburn  won   
22-19    over  Oregon,   each  in   their  first    appearance  in  this  select  group.  In 2011,  No.1  Louisiana  State  won   9-6   in  
overtime  at  Alabama   but   in  the  BCSTG   rematch   in   New  Orleans,   the   Tide   prevailed   21-0.    In   2012, Alabama was 
again No.2   and   beat   No.1 Notre Dame 42-14 in the BCSTG in Miami.   In  the  2013  BCSTG   in   Pasadena,  Florida  State   beat   
No. 2   Auburn   34-31   and   in    the   2015   National   Championship  game,  Clemson  lost   to  No. 2  Alabama  45-40.  
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